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Assignment Title: Critically reflect on your pedagogical progress demonstrated through required elements of the Professional Learning Passport, identifying a specific area for professional development, and justifying next steps for improvement.

	
	Target
	What I have done in this assignment...

	Target 1
	Consider a greater synthesis of a a range of different authors for each main point identified. Using multiple sources can save words and demonstrate further engagement with literature.
	I have tried to use more references and a range of different references to explore the different areas of AFL. 

	Target 2
	Greater supported critical engagement with both methodology selection and CI reflection.
	I have ensured to be critical by looking at the weaknesses of AFL also. 

	Target 3
	Take time to proofread the response to identify any word errors.
	I have proofread work to ensure that any mistakes I can see have been corrected. 





Part 1: Professional Learning Passport

Bridging 2 Reflection
Meet
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect

	During the meet session the group all joined a meeting and discussed the different types of AFL strategies that are used in classrooms for all different ages. A guest speaker from a primary school met with us and showed us the different strategies they use, giving us examples that we can then take into placement. We also went through the meaning of AFL and the importance of it. The meet experience was very informative and ensure everyone had a good understanding of different AFL strategies to use.	I found this session very useful especially hearing from the guest speaker and what strategies they use. this gave me different ideas and strategies to use on placement myself and ensure I had full understanding of them which made me feel confident when to use them in placement. This session ensured that I understood fully what strategies of AFL I could use in placement.


Test
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect.


	For the test I chose the traffic light strategy and dojo points, this fitted well into my placement class as the children were familiar with both strategies and understood the purpose of them. I particularly found interesting the dojo points as the children awarded themselves the points this linked to self-assessment, self-awareness and promoted a high self-esteem.
	Reflecting on the test day I would use these strategies in future practice as I found them useful and the children enjoyed doing them. the strategies also gave me a good understanding of how the children had found the tasks and if they needed to revisit the tasks to fully master the skills within the task. I also noticed that with the children awarding themselves the points it gave them purpose and responsibility over their own learning which motivated the children with their tasks.


Share
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect.


	During the share day myself and a group member paired up and shared a PowerPoint on what strategies we used and how effective they were. I found this useful working together as we were in different phases this gave us the opportunity to compare them to one another to gain on our own knowledge of the strategies used in the stage that we were not placed in. From listening to the other group members share their experiences using AFL strategies it developed on my knowledge of different strategies that can be used for AFL, one strategy that was shared by a group member is the children rating the lesson out of five with their fingers and another is thumbs up, middle or down is another strategy that could be easily implemented in the Foundation Phase. Another strategy I thought that I could use when I swap phases is no hands up as this gives the control to the classroom teacher and encourages the children to engage with the teaching and tasks.
	I found this experience very informative and effective as sharing everyone's strategies that were used gave lots of example's for others to use in future practice. I find sharing experiences really effective as it gives everyone a chance to share how they found it and if it went well or if someone thinks the can improve on it, they can trail it on placement. This bridging has allowed me to develop and gain on my knowledge of AFL strategies giving me the confidence to use them in practice by understanding the importance also and has also given me more knowledge of AFL strategies to use when going into KS2.





DGB/SKD
Llythrennedd / Literacy
Evidenced by an asset? ☐
Paste text here or n/a 

Rhifedd / Numeracy
Evidenced by an asset? ☐
Paste text here or n/a 

Cymhwysedd Digidol / Digital competence
Evidenced by an asset? 
This evidence shows that I had a team’s meeting with my class mentor, to show me how to use J2E on Hwb, the software that the children complete their worksheets on when home learning. This allowed me to plan the lessons on the appropriate software for the children and to do different styles of worksheets confidently making the work more interesting for the children. 

Gwybodaeth bynciol / Subject knowledge
Evidenced by an asset? 
History - This evidence shows how I researched a topic because teaching a sequence of lessons on Hadrian's wall to ensure I was knowledge when teaching the topic and could offer support and knowledge to the children offering the children a high level of learning. This improved my confidence skills when teaching the topic as I was already knowledgeable of the topic. 
Datblygu’r Gymraeg / Welsh Language Development
Evidenced by an asset? 
I have been using the Duolingo app to help with my Welsh language development. This has helped with my confidence with using Welsh in the classroom by taking welsh lessons and using incidental Welsh within the classroom. I have been revising greetings and commands to improve on my incidental welsh as it is important for children to be immersed in the language to improve their development of the language.  

Safonau/ Standards

Professional Experience Template 1: Looking after yourself Lesson plan.
Pedagogy Standard: Advancing: Four purposes
What did you do and why?
This lesson plan links directly to four purposes; Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face humanity and are able to take considered and ethical action: I can recognise that there is a difference between wants, needs and rights. As this lesson highlighted the needs that people must have to look after themselves. It gave the children the knowledge they need to ensure they fully understanding how to look after themselves physically and mentally. 
What have you learned?
I have also learnt that it is key to link lessons to the four purposes as this is the new curriculum for Wales and ensures that the learning is relevant and important to the children in order to develop into well rounded people. 
What next?
To continue linking lesson plan lessons to the four purposes to ensure they are relevant to the curriculum adding purpose to the lessons. 

Professional Experience Template 2: Outdoor learning 
Pedagogy Standard: Refining: Differentiation
What did you do and why?
This is a lesson plan with 3 different worksheets attached to it as it is been differentiated in 3 different ways as the children are all at different abilities and levels within the group. By the lessons being differentiated it allows pupils to be supported and challenged appropriately. 
What have you learned?
I have learnt how it is important for all lessons to be adaptable to all children's needs by having worksheets and tasks differentiated in a number of different ways.
What next?
To continue to ensure I plan all lessons to all the pupils needs, this improves on the children’s developing, development, behaviour in the classroom and engagement when they are challendges and supported appropriately. 

Professional Experience Template 3: Sequence of lessons 
Pedagogy Standard: Influencing: Reflection in Learning
What did you do and why?
I planned a sequence of 5 lessons developing from one another building on the knowledge of the children.  The children will use their reflective skills to reflect on the lessons learnt throughout the week using the skills learnt form the different lessons. 
What have you learned?
I have learnt the effectiveness of using a sequence of lessons as it ensures children have all the skills and knowledge needed in order to complete the end task. It also promotes the children reflective skills by reflecting on pervious lessons using the knowledge and skills developed from them. 
What next?
To continue to ensure that children have all the skills and knowledge needed before completing a main task by using a sequence of lessons. I found this way very effective and will continue to use in future practice. 


Part 2: Critical Reflection
Critically reflect on your pedagogical progress demonstrated through required elements of the Professional Learning Passport, identifying a specific area for professional development and justifying next steps for improvement.
Introduction
From the evidence gathered in part 1 the chosen aspect for part 2 is AFL (assessment for learning) which was a focus in bridging 2. This aspect has been identified as it is a vital part of being an effective practitioner. From bridging 2 experience it heighted the many different AFL strategies that could be used and the importance of AFL. Throughout this section the importance of AFL and the effectiveness of AFL will be critically analysed whilst looking at the strengths and weaknesses, and how AFL strategies can be developed and used in future practice will be drawn upon to fully explore the chosen aspect of AFL. According to Coe et al (2014) the six dimensions of great teaching include dimension two being the quality of instructions which is described as assessment strategies having a direct link to AFL showing the importance and relevance of this topic. According to the Assessment Reform Group (2002) AFL is defined as the process of collecting evidence, of learning where the teacher has stated where the learner currently is learning and where the learner needs to go next and what is the best way to ensure the learner gets there ,focusing on how to move the learning forward. AFL is described as formative assessment where feedback is ongoing throughout, the learners know what to do, the assessment is constant (not only an hour test) by ensuring learning is moving forward (Wiliam, 2002). Barnes (2018) states that effective formative assessment provides support for improvement of learning for pupils and knowledge and understanding of practice for teachers. 
Whereas AOL (assessment of learning) is summative assessment where learning is assessed but only by observation of work with not support offered. Clark (2001) uses the example of how AOL is similar to watching a plant grow and taking the measurements whereas AFL is similar to measuring the plant but also supporting the plants growth by watering and giving the plant sunlight. 
Critical Discussion of AFL  
Strategies 
There are four main elements of AFL; sharing criteria with pupils, quality of questions, use of feedback and peer and self-assessment. All AFL strategies come under the four main elements. There are many strategies that can be used in AFL which are an effective method of AFL such as feedback with achievements and improvements made clear, peer and self-assessment, appropriate success criteria, questioning and pupil’s engagement with success criteria (Macken, MacPhail and Calderon, 2020). These strategies include activities such trafic lights where children mark their work with the colour suiting on if they found the activity green easy, yellow just right, and red – too hard. Also think pair share, where children will think independently, share their ideas in their pairs and then share with the group (Saxson, 2020) and SMART success criteria (specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and time-bound). There are many other strategies that are used within AFL, all with the overall aim to move the learner’s learning forward. Many of these strategies allow the teacher and pupils to have a good indication on how well they have understood and found the lesson. A feedback method used comment and question, where a teacher will comment on the work stating the achievements the pupils has made and give a question linking to the success criteria, suggesting where the child could improve their work. Within Earle (2014) research study 31 AFL strategies were identified within 91 primary schools, highlighting the range of AFL strategies that can be implemented within practice. As according to Macken, MacPhail and Calderon (2020) AFL strategies are imbedded into day to day learning and action plans to ensure children’s learning is developed on using data collected from pervious AFL to ensure the learning is appropriate. As Sadler (1998) states, children should be aware of what they are being assessed on and the process of assessment, with the child having justification on what the judgements are made on. Supporting this, Gilbert (2010) states that it is important for learners to know what they are learning and what they will be assessed on giving the learners a focus. 
Questioning 
Looking into further detail at one AFL strategy, questioning is an AFL strategy used for the teacher to have a better understanding of what the pupils know already, recognise what the gaps of the pupil’s knowledge are and then plan and deliver lessons/activities to scaffold the development of knowledge and understanding to fill the gap (Hall, 2016). Questioning can be used by pupils thinking of good open-ended questions, following with pupils explaining ideas to one another, developing, and promoting the learning and understanding. There are many different methods of questioning such as think – pair – share, assertive questioning, secret notes, basketball, KWL grides (what you KNOW, what you WANT and what you have LEARNT) and pose, pause, pounce and bounce. According to Petty (2009) an adult talks roughly 100 to 200 words per minute meaning an hour lesson would have around 9,000 words. For a child the estimated full concentration span is 5 minutes. This highlights the importance of engaging with pupils and breaking up the lesson, with questioning being one way of doing this. Although questioning has many advantages there are mistakes that can be made such as teacher using too complicated language, not long enough wait time, not enough positive reinforcement, unsuccessful when prompting pupils for answers (Kerry, 1982). The AFL questioning method links to Blooms revised Taxonomy of creating, evaluating, and analysing leading to applying then to understanding and finally to remembering. Arslan (2006) states that questioning is one of the more important forms of instructional interactions, as from questioning it can create motivation as by asking questions the teacher has the ability to direct the thinking and way of thinking. According to Delcourt (2011) some pupils can find asking questions daunting as they may lack confidence and may fear what other class member may think. By building questioning into every day and encouraging the whole class to participate in questioning in practice, this then minimises the risk of children feeling self-conscious and can build on their confidence. 
Strengths of AFL  
There are many strengths to AFL as according to Black and Wiliam (1998) state that there are considerable benefits to pupils learning when AFL is used. In Leitch et al (2006) research study, many educational benefits were discussed from the use of AFL such as higher motivation, decreased fear, higher attention, want to learn, inclusive practice, focused learning and learning being enjoyable. Hodgson (unknown) states that there are three main benefits of the use of AFL in primary education. Firstly, pupils feeling confident and safe within their learning environment. Secondly, teacher communication that does not constrain pupils and finally,teaching and learning being adapted to the pupil’s interests. AFL encouraging children to be confident within education is an important benefit of AFL as a child being confident gives the child the relicenses to deal with mistakes and fails better, giving the child the confidence to be able to try again and learn from mistakes which also will impact them in later life, allowing the child to accept failure in life (Marlborough, 2019). This links Donaldson (2015) the four purposes, where in one purpose children are aspired to be healthy, confident individuals where the children will develop resilience and confidence which AFL promotes directly. DeLuca et al (2012) states that AFL is one of the most encouraging pedagogical approaches, increasing pupils learning that also promotes independent learning. Saxson (2020) lists a number of benefits that follow with AFL pupils being involved in the learning process, developing confidence and having responsibility, effective AFL can lead to improved summative assessment results, increased confidence, increased motivation to attach targets, independence and can create a supportive learning environment. Although there are many other strategies that can be used within the classroom, such as reducing class sizes by 30% would add the equivalent of an extra four months and improving the teacher content knowledge would add an extra two months. However, AFL strategies being used would add an extra eight months onto the twelve months of learning (Wiliam, 2009). 
Limitations of AFL
Bezabih et al (2019) research study of 82 teachers, 12 principles and 4 education experts the results were that teachers did not have a depth of knowledge on AFL neither a positive view, teachers also stated that they did not witness any significant improvement with the use of AFL.  Although Deluca et al (2012) state many positives of AFL however many barriers of AFL highlighted as the positioning of AFL in education and assessment, the definition of AFL, the dependence of teacher’s individual philosophy’s, teacher and pupils may have had perceived negative experiences, causing the perception of AFL to be negative and the practicality (large class sizes, time and resources available). According to Crooks (2001) when using AFL within practice it requires careful planning that can be time consuming. As according to Carless (2007) when AFL is not planned and used in practice, it can sometimes be unfair when the teacher may not offer the support to all of the pupils. This highlights the importance of careful planning when using AFL. Shuichi (2016) states that when there are limitations with AFL is not at the fault of the practitioner but is at the fault of the definition of AFL and it not being clearly defined which highlights the importance of teachers fully understanding the definition of AFL and how it should be used. 
Conclusion
To conclude, it is clear to see that AFL has many benefits to a child’s development and learning, also benefiting the teachers practice by ensuring the teaching is focused on aspects that need improvement. Although AFL has many positives it’s vital for a teacher to dedicate their time to effective planning to ensure that AFL is effective. To ensure future practice is relevant, appropriate, and effective AFL strategies will be adapted into my future teaching and planning. To ensure the strategies are used appropriately further research will be done on the different strategies that can be tested within practice and support from mentors and lecturers will be lent upon for further knowledge if needed. Another way to develop my skills of AFL is to share experiences and ideas with colleagues developing on my skills and knowledge of AFL. To ensure AFL is effective when used in future practice it will be incorporated in planning minimums the limitations that can come with AFL. To summarise, I believe that AFL is an extremely effective method used in education and has many benefits that link to the New Curriculum for Wales, which is extremely relevant. I also believe that when used effectively it can develop the teacher’s practice positively by ensuring their practice is relevant and effective and that it impacts children by ensuring they have the support they need in order to further develop their learning. 
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