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Introduction 
This report will critically analyse the current thinking of academics on the topic of 

andragogy in relation to today’s society and the post compulsory education and 

training (PCET) degrees.  

The author outlines the opinions within the literature and more importantly predicts 

trends for the potential future trajectory for adult learning.  

Furthermore, the author also applies personal views and opinions as the author has 

undertaken a PCET this year, making it a current experience.  

Academic critique of andragogy 
Pedagogy is the method and practice of teaching (Scott, 2014) and subsequently 

andragogy relates specifically to adult learning and adult education (Loeng, 2018). 

Within adult learning, Malcolm Knowles stands out as the most influential theorist. 

Knowles (1980) claimed that pedagogy as a concept needed changes, as during the 

1920’s adult education struggled to conform to the pedagogical model.  

Therefore, Knowles vision of andragogy is a conceptualisation of how and why adults 

learn (Harper and Ross, 2011) and Knowles (1990) established some assumptions 

and design elements for both andragogy and pedagogy, outlined in table 1 below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1 “A comparison of the assumptions and designs of pedagogy and andragogy” extracted 

from Knowles (1990) p.119. 
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This particular table outlines various facts and differences between the two models, 

some of which currently are used as for example, within the author PCET placement, 

the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, they use some of Knowles design elements 

specifically within the evaluation section. Appendix 1 outlines an example of this 

through the form of a module evaluation questionnaire used within the university post 

every module. Not only does the authors university abide by these questionnaires but 

many other universities use the data obtained to firstly, allow mutual measurement of 

programme and secondly, to provide information on the positives and areas for 

improvement within modules (Willmot and Perkin, 2015).  

Another important assumption to consider is within the planning section of andragogy, 

how Knowles (1990) claimed that it should be a mutual decision between the lecturer 

and teacher. Currently, other academics agree with Knowles point of view in relation 

to planning, as it should be a more coordinated process in terms of choosing content 

and delivery style (Bates, 2016).  

Andragogy faces criticism, as the concept does not classify as a theory as it lacks 

empirical academic scholarship and therefore decreasing the concepts integrity 

resulting, at best, in andragogy categorising itself as an ideology on adults teaching 

and learning (Curzon and Tummons, 2013). Conversely, while andragogy is 

scrutinised by the legal terms of theory or ideology, it undoubtedly remains a keystone 

in relation to adult learning theory (Armitage, et al, 2012). 

Another empirical critique of andragogy relies on the motivation to learn, as Knowles 

claimed that adults motivation was intrinsic as they were personally responsible for 

undertaking education, however many adult learners are encouraged to undertake 

training and qualifications by their employers without necessarily wanting to do so 

(Aubrey and Riley, 2016). This leads to questioning the necessity of labelling adult 

learning as it merely relies on common sense and matching the teaching style to the 

adequate learner (Aubrey and Riley, 2016). 

Adult learning relies heavily on literacy, numeracy and digital skills as these factors 

are the foundations that enable adults to contribute fully to society and therefore aid 

economic growth (Furlong, 2015). However, the statistics are alarming as 12% of the 

welsh population still, according to the 2010 results, not reached Level 1 of basic 

literacy skills (Furlong, 2015), which is a key competence required by most employers 
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(Mallows and Lister, 2016).  Scattergood (2019) suggests that in order to decrease 

these concerning numbers reading for pleasure should be encouraged, especially now 

with this digital era, where books are less common (Williams, 2019), it is vital that as 

a society we remain cultural and improve our literacy skills. Potential in the future we 

could see a growth of reading programmes in order to increase the amount of people 

passing the Level 1 literacy skills.  

Literacy skills are not the only emphasis currently in relation to adult learning, as digital 

skills play a vital part in educating the current adult generation. In 2018 the English 

government announced that they would provide free digital skills training and learning 

for those who need it, however funding is scarce therefore the programme has not yet 

been as successful as firstly predicted (Evans, 2019).  Alongside the government, 

universities are also pushing for digital skills in relation to adults’ education as for 

example the University of Wales Trinity Saint David enforces emergent technologies 

as one of their core modules within their PCET (UWTSD, 2019) and similarly Cardiff 

University core module for PCET is also on digital technologies (Cardiff University, 

2019). Highlighting that, digital skills plays a key part in universities degrees on adult 

teaching. 

Overall, adult learning is crucial in any subject or degree, it is important that adults can 

learn in their own terms in order to make a better future for them and for society 

(Tuckett, 2019), it is vital to also continue to expand the PCET programmes and 

adapting it to the current society. 

Conclusion 
The labelling of andragogy remains a mystery, as some refer to it as what adult 

learning translates to and other criticise its value as a theory. Nonetheless, despite its 

critics the overall census is that adult learning and teaching can, and mostly is, referred 

to as andragogy.  Within this written assignment the author has outlined some 

examples of how Knowles vision remains present in today’s PCET, adult teaching and 

learning, especially within evaluation and design aspects of the delivery of lessons.  

The core focus of adult learning tends to be around digital and literacy skills which the 

stats are still concerning in relation to Wales, however those results are outdated and 

hopefully the new results will show great progress in relation to the adult population.  
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It is vital to mention the emphasis of emergent technologies within the PCET degrees, 

and more importantly the constant updating and changing of the PCET curriculum to 

match the individuals and the current society. The author would like to acknowledge 

the lack of literature on the effects of the PCET on society and its value for the 

individual, creating a gap in the research pool that could, and needs to, be addressed. 

Conclusively, adult education was and remains to be a national necessity and must 

be a lifelong opportunity, but above all adult learning needs to be accessible for all 

instead of it being currently regarded or seen as a luxury for some (Tuckett, 2019). 

Therefore it is crucial to invest in PCET degrees and adult education centres to really 

impact on the adult community and society. 
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