From Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]IN September 2020 Special Education Needs (SEN) legislation will be changing and will now be known as Additional Learning Needs (ALN). The period for this change is going to take three years to fully transition, this will allow time for children who are currently statemented under the SEN Act time to transition over to the new ALN Act. The new Act widens inclusion for both parent and child, the aim is to work through a multi-agency approach with all bodies having the child at the center of all decisions.  The ALN education act will allow the children to be part of those decisions; by allowing this to happen it supports the children’s voice being heard as from the UNCRC 1989 Articles 12 (UNICEF United Kingdom (no date). Currently under SEN and Disability Regulations Act 2014 children are supported through actions, actions plus and statements. Within the new Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018, children will be recognised as individuals and given an individual development plan (IDP) which will set out the child’s educational provisions that will meet the needs of the child that is a legal right under the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018.
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Aim       
[bookmark: _Hlk32330565]The Aims from the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 is to have a more inclusive approach within the education sector, showing a strong emphasis that children with  ‘additional Learning needs’ should be able to attend a mainstream school and also how the school has a duty to accommodate all children by making sure they all have the same opportunities, but remembering that children may need different aids to achieve this (Salamanca statement 1994 cited in csie.org.uk, no date). This continues to support Article 24 from the United Nations Convention on the rights of the person with Disabilities 2006 cited in (United Nations, no date) ‘right to an education’. Also, there is a focus on involving children to be part of their Individual development plan (IDP) (Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018). This will give children the opportunity to feel a sense of inclusion and belonging,  according to Bilmes (2012) and Prince and Hadwin (2013) children need to feel that they are cared for and their needs are being met which will lead on to having a positive effect on their mental health and well-being.

Individual Development Plan (IDP)
The IDP is a new way in which children are assessed whenever Additional Learning Needs (ALN) have been identified. The IDP will have a standard format and contain specific information, such as:
· It will have a clear identification for the child’s needs.        
· Agreed outcomes for the child.                                              
· Any provisions that will help the child achieve set outcomes.                                                                               
· Clear plan on who, how and when the intervention will take place.
· Access criteria and review date.                                                                                                    (Snap Cymru, 2018 and WG, 2019)
Conclusion
Following the new changes, there is a new focus on practitioners delivering a programme where equity is given to all children. Putting the IDP into place will recognise that children are individuals and, as Reggio Emilio (cited in Vakil et al 2003) believes, all children need to be recognised for their ability, not their age. IDPs will show clear guidelines surrounding the child of the provisions that will be put into place to help them reach their full potential, this will also allow the children the opportunity to have their views listened to. 
Role of the practitioner
Under the new ALN and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018, the special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) will no longer be used, they will be referred to as additional learning needs co-ordinator (ALNCO) the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (cited in Welsh Government). Practitioners need to deliver the new ALN and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 in a caring, respectful and compassionate way and to demonstrate a good understanding of inclusive practice by welcoming the diversity of children and their families (Prince and Hadwin, 2013). To work within a multi-agency approach, is to allow partnership with parents, children, Local Authority services such as health visitors, social service and speech and language therapists. Under Article 3 UNCRC 1989 all who work with children should continue to have the child at the heart when provisions are being put into place that will help facilitate the child’s development, learning and wellbeing in whatever way needed (Snap Cymru, 2018). Practitioners need to deliver this practice by allowing children to be involved and contribute in decisions that are related to them (Jones and Walker, 2011). This demonstrates that children have the right to a voice and from the United Nations Convention on the rights of the person with Disabilities (2006 cited in United Nations, no date) under article 7, then children with disabilities have the right to express their views on decisions that affect them. 


