[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? - 8,000 word project   


	NAME: Jennifer Pedrick
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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The use of police dogs and their effectiveness in the UK. 
INTRODUCTION:

The use of dogs within policing is something that has always interested me and becoming a dog handler is something that I want to pursue withing my career in policing. I want to learn more about the reasons behind the usage of particular breeds in specific areas of policing and how they might support those areas of policing. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· To identify the types of dogs used within policing and to analyse why certain breeds are used in specific areas within policing.
· Assess the welfare of police dogs, how it’s changed and to evaluate the introduction of the ‘Animal Welfare Bill’ also known as Finn’s Law.
· To analyse police and public perception of police dogs and how it influences policing efforts. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Wilsson and Sundgren (1997), analyse results of behavioural tests conducted on different breeds of dogs to assess their suitability on becoming a service dog. 


GOV.UK (2019) discusses the introduction of ‘The Animal Welfare Bill’ otherwise known as “Finn’s Law” which was introduced to provide more protection to service dogs. 

From reviewing research, it appears that there is not a lot of information surrounding the dogs used in policing at present and why those dogs are used. I aim to look at the different breeds that are currently used within policing and to put forward reasons why they are used based on research already conducted and my own arguments.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I am intending to create questionnaires as I think that this will be the easiest way to analyse the police and public’s perception of police dogs. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I am intending to ask 10 dog handlers, 20 police officers and 20 members of the public on their perception of police dogs as I think it’s important to ask different kinds of people as that way, the results will be unbiased. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES: 
No ethical problems that I am aware of.  

	TIME SCALE:
I will aim to complete each section of the dissertation required by the time frame stated. I will also attempt to complete the questionnaires and analyse their results within 1 month.
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