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[bookmark: _Toc120209198]Introduction
Magistrates hold the crucial position for administering justice in the judiciary of United Kingdom. Therefore, this report will involve advantages and disadvantages of the magistrates. It will also involve the roles and responsibilities of the magistrates with their characteristics. The purpose of this report is to examine the role of magistrates in delivering the justice to people that can be advantageous for the local people on one side and can be disadvantageous for being biased in giving decisions because of not having much knowledge of the legal provisions. Therefore, it will provide knowledge of the magistrates in the justice system of United Kingdom. 


[bookmark: _Toc120209199]Meaning of Magistrate
Many legal decisions in England and Wales are not pronounced by the judges but are made by the common persons who have experience in all kinds of sector and have no previous experience in the legal profession. They have the knowledge of fairness and justice to be administered to the people of the society. These people are called as ‘Magistrates’ who are also called as Justices of the Peace (Dickinson, 2012).  They are the people who come across from all sectors and are passionate for making a difference in their society. They are referred as the volunteers who hear cases in the court of law within their jurisdiction. These magistrates volunteer for 13 days including training for hearing the various types of cases and their role is unpaid and many magistrates are employed simultaneously with their role. The minimum eligible age of becoming a magistrate is 18 years and retirement is 75 years. 
[bookmark: _Toc120209200]Characteristics of the Magistrates
· The role of magistrate is very crucial in administering the justice to the people in criminal and family matters. They should make fair, impartial and transparent decisions with opinions that are unbiased and reasonable by implying the correct guidelines and be able to identify the large amount of information and legal issues involves in the case. 
· They should have the deep level of understanding and appreciating distinct perspectives. They should be able to acknowledge and deal with distinct perceptions while delivering justice to the parties involved in legal cases (Riddle and Zara, 2019). In addition, they are also required to create awareness in understanding the key aspects of societal issues. 
· Having the communication with sensitivity and respect. It means that they should listen actively and attentively, clarify the perceptions and communicate with confidence considering the sensitivity of the issue within the boundaries of confidentiality. 
· Magistrates should be open to learning and open minded by learning from other perspectives and adapt changes instantly. Utilisation of effective strategies for maintaining personal wellbeing.  
[bookmark: _Toc120209201] Responsibilities of Magistrates
They are assigned to hear the legal issues in criminal or family court or both. Each legal matter is prosecuted by the three magistrates which includes a trained magistrate who also acts as the chairman. The other two magistrates are called as wingers. Al the three magistrates give equal contribution in deciding the case but the presiding justice or chairman pronounce the judgment of case.
Most of the criminal cases are initially prosecuted in a magistrate’s court and around 95% of such cases are decided in the same court. In the role of a magistrate, they assist in deciding the forwards course of action. The criminal cases that are prosecuted in the criminal courts are of nature such as domestic abuse, drug offences, theft, criminal damage, assault and public order offence. Magistrates in the criminal court will listen, consider and collect evidence with the rest of bench including two other magistrates. 
If the defendant is found guilty in the criminal case, then they are considered offenders or convicts. They are also imposed with penalties and fines such as rehabilitation or prison sentence for up to twelve months for a single offence (CAMPBELL, 2020). Magistrates may also pass the heinous crime offences to the Crown Court if the defendant is found guilty of such heinous crime. For taking decision in the criminal courts, all three magistrates work together and take assistance from the legal advisor to ensure that they imply the correct procedures and guidelines. To become a magistrate in the criminal court, it is essential to visit such court twice in a year for observing the proceeding in the court of law. 
Civil Cases have the largest volume of cases as compared to the other legal matters in the court system of United Kingdom. The civil proceedings involve the matters like enforcement of civil or financial liabilities such as child maintenance, rates or council tax. Moreover, their responsibility is also extended towards appeals for the decisions given by the other authorities such as registration of security officers. The civil behaviour orders of the police forces are also applicable on the magistrate’s court such as sexual harm prevention orders and anti-social behaviour injunction against the child under age of 18 years. 
In the Family Court, magistrates deal with the various types of issues such as enforcement of child maintenance or prevention of domestic abuse. It is a significant role that impact child’s life and for his welfare or the family future. These involve distinct procedures as compared to the criminal courts as well as with different seating around a large table. Role of the magistrate in the family court is related to the emotional issues that are difficult to decide (Robertson and Broadhurst, 2019). It requires a fair amount of dealing with both the parties by considering their statements and reports. 
Therefore, magistrates deal criminal and family matters with distinct perceptions and values before taking any decision in the court of law. 
[bookmark: _Toc120209202]Advantages of Magistrates
· Role of a magistrate is volunteer and unpaid as well which means that they are cheaper than other judges in the justice system of United Kingdom. 
· Magistrates have the local knowledge and about their surroundings. They sustain in local area and are aware of the local issues which make it easy for them to analyse the issues that are being framed in front of them. 
· They are more available to than the other judges which make it more feasible to provide justice in the criminal or family cases. 
· They are representative from all ethnicities and background that becomes convenient for them to understand the issue and take effective decision in the court of law. 
· They also have a legal advisor which makes them understanding the legal provisions of the state. 
· In case of Paul v DPP [1989], the court had to decide that the kerb crawler was causing nuisance in the local area. In this decision, the magistrate was from the local area and he knew about the issue of kerb crawling in the area and decided the case. Therefore, magistrates being the person from the local area assist in decision making of the local people who face challenge in the legal matters in the court of law. 
[bookmark: _Toc120209203] Disadvantages of Magistrates
· It is volunteer profession that does not require any prior legal qualification and portrays less knowledge of law among the magistrates. 
· They provide inconsistency in providing punishment of sentencing or imprisonment. It means that magistrates from distinct areas have distinct opinions on the same level of crime which results distinction in giving punishments. 
· They are reliable on the advice of the legal advisor who helps them to take decision in the legal issue which can be wrongful or biased. In case of R v Bingham [1991] Justices, it was decided that the defendant was not given a fair trial and was sentenced as punishment. This resulted in unfairness biasness in their decision. 
[bookmark: _Toc120209204]Court Closures
The government has closed 258 courts since 2010 and are likely to close more in number in future by enacting virtual hearings or reforming into the digital court system. This means that physical court hearing will be replaced by the virtual hearing which in the opinion of government will increase the access to justice. This would also result in the savings of the government (Adisa, 2018). Her Majesty Courts and Tribunal Service (HMCTS) have proposed for many hearings that include summary trials would not have held in a physical court room. 
Therefore, a reform for closing the physical court room will result in enhanced efficiency of the justice system by giving decisions early through virtual hearing and reducing the costs of physical court system.


[bookmark: _Toc120209205]Conclusion
From the knowledge of role of magistrates in the justice system of United Kingdom, it can be conferred that magistrates are the volunteers of the state who belong from the local areas and does not have the legal knowledge. They hold office for the role of the magistrate for 13 days in a year to provide justice in the criminal or family courts that affect people living in the community. It has also provided the merits of magistrates that they are appointed at cheaper rate as compared to the other judges because their job is unpaid but they only claim their expenses. They also have the knowledge of local areas and the issues that people are suffering in those areas. Therefore, magistrates are the vital source of delivering justice to the local people at a lower cost. 
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