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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 

My current role is based across both adults and children, however the main area of work including safeguarding is within adults, so for the purpose of this question I will focus on the safeguarding of Childrens.

In Wales, the main legislation and guidance that’s in place to safeguard children is the Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A) (Legislation.UK, 2022a), which outlines the local authority’s duty to assess and meet a child’s needs and the responsibility of those involved in their care and support to safeguard Children. Part 7 of the SSWB(W)A defines a ‘child at risk’ as a child that ‘(a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and (b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs). Part 7 also gives reference to regional and national safeguarding boards which provide criteria around Adult / Child Practice Reviews and S130 outlines the duty on relevant partners to inform the local authority if they suspect a child is at risk. 
The Local Authority has a strict time frame of one working day when a safeguarding referral is submitted. This will mean that enquiries will be made, and a strategy meeting will then be held to ascertain what action needs to be taken to minimise risk and to safeguard the child immediately and in the long term. Considerations at this time will be made to the least restrictive and proportionate measure to prevent harm. It is important during these times to recognise that the welfare of the child is paramount which is in line with S1 Childrens Act (1998). Good practice for practitioners is to implement preventative/ early intervention support to work together with relevant agencies such as health and education who maybe involved in the individual/families lives to gain a holistic view of their situation.
Once S130 SSWB(W)A (2014) has been implemented, S47 of the CA (1998) comes into practice, which outlines the Local Authority’s duty to investigate stating that ‘the authority shall make, or cause to be made, such enquiries as they consider necessary to enable them to decide whether they should take any action to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare’.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) (Safeguarding. Wales, 2019) underpins legislation to safeguard children in a person-centred manner. It also places onus on everybody to take responsibility to safeguard children in coproduction and with the voice of the child being upheld, enabling their choices and wishes to be considered and keeping them informed. These procedures support the practitioner to apply these principles and those within the SSWB(W)A practicably to safeguard the child. 
Another important and most recent Act is the Children (Abolition of defence of reasonable punishment) (Wales) Act (2020) (Legislation.UK, 2022f), otherwise known as the ‘smacking law’ which protects children from physical punishment that can no longer be ‘rationalised as reasonable punishment’, such as when a responsible adult may smack, shake, or poke a child when being told off. This Act is an important piece of legislation and promotes those principles of the protection of rights and makes it law that no parent or responsible adult can no longer physically punish a child in Wales.


(Word Count 534)











	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).



The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWB(W)A) (Legislation.UK, 2022a) is the key piece of legislation that gives an understanding of what ‘at risk’ looks like, it also outlines the local authority’s duty to assess this risk, and act when there is due cause to believe that an individual may be at risk, and what action needs to be taken to safeguard them. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) provide guidelines on how to apply the SSWB(W)A in practice. Whilst there are similarities between safeguarding adults and children, such as Early help and prevention from abuse, neglect, and harm that can minimise the risk or prevent the child or adult from experiencing harm, in a spirit of coproduction, there are a few differences in processes and application.

One of the main areas of difference that I have identified is the issue of mental capacity. Adults, unless deemed to be lacking capacity under the principles of the MCA (2005) (Legislation.UK, 2022b) are assumed to have capacity to make their own decisions and choices around daily living and risk taking, whereas it maybe that these are unwise decisions, and potentially put the adult at risk. For those assessed as lacking capacity, a best interest decision is required, and outcomes identified to safeguard and then implemented. Whereas the MCA (2005) does not directly apply to a child under 16 years of age, the parent or responsible adult are expected to protect the child from abuse or harm. 
This means that whereas an adult can consent to or decline to a safeguarding referral and enquiries being made, a child cannot. Best practice when deemed safe to do so is to gain consent from the parent/guardian. However, if the practitioner deems the child to be mature enough to understand of the situation, the Gillick competency and Fraser guideline are relevant, which will mean that the child has the competency to make an informed decision about issues that affect them.

Another area of difference is that aspect of financial abuse, as an adult with the capacity to manages their own finances will have access to a bank account etc. then there is a risk of theft/fraud, a child will not be deemed to have the capacity to manage such financial issues.

The local authority has separate adult and children’s safeguarding teams who have specialist knowledge in the relevant safeguarding areas. Daily screening/triage meetings are held, to discuss safeguarding referrals and allocations made as appropriate, this multi-disciplinary team (MDT) can share information and mange the risk effectively.

(Word count 420)
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