Exhibition Proposal- National Museum of Ireland

Dear Board of Directors,
I am writing to you to discuss the proposed exhibition ‘Journey to the Afterlife’, an ancient Egyptian exhibition like none other; it will be used to give a practical real-life experience of an ancient tradition. Within ancient Egyptian funerary beliefs, the journey to the afterlife is seen as a literal journey down the River Nile. Taking this as premise I would like to create an exhibition to represent a literal journey down the Nile, incorporating the ancient traditions that would take place when an individual dies until they are laid to rest in their tomb.  
The main purpose of this exhibition will primarily be to enhance the education and representation of ancient Egyptian tradition within Ireland. Secondly it will be to create a memorable experience by using an unconventional exhibition to not only allow visitors to experience an interactive aspect to museums but also a real ancient Egyptian tradition. It is hoped that this personal experience will allow insight and an interest that will leave patrons wanting more information. This exhibition will increase the focus placed on Ireland within the wider Egyptological community and allow more time and care to be placed not only by the public but also the academic world, increasing awareness of ancient Egypt material culture within Ireland.
The design of this exhibition will begin with a structure within a large museum space filled with water to represent the River Nile, with a platform running through the structure in which visitors would travel around the exhibition. As they move around the exhibition the visitors will be able to stop at each case, which will rise out of the water on a platform. The cases would be divided into each aspect of the journey to the afterlife, for example: mummification, rituals, tomb equipment, sacred texts etc. The platform in which visitors can move around the exhibition will be designed to represent a boat travelling over the River Nile; a small number of visitors will be able to go through at once, to be guided by one member of staff dressed as the god Anubis. The participation of the god Anubis within this exhibition is crucial, as the ancient Egyptians believed that Anubis was the god of embalming and mummification as well as one of the guardians to the afterlife. It is believed that Anubis would have guided lost souls through the underworld and deliver them to judgement in which Osiris, the god of the dead, would preside over the weighting of the heart. A voiceover will then be played throughout the exhibition hall giving the visitors information on each case and each aspect of the journey to the afterlife.
The final display, rather than appearing in the water at a distance, will be situated at the end of the platform walkway through the exhibition; it will represent the ‘final judgement’ and the exit to the exhibition will be used to represent the entrance to the afterlife. At the beginning of the exhibition each participant should receive a replica heart scarab which will be weighed against the Maat feather at the final display: a set of large scales overseen by Anubis. This would be a real-life representation to enable each visitor to personally experience an ancient Egyptian religious tradition. 
Various artistic aspects will be used to create an appropriate atmosphere of the dark and gloomy experience that the ancient Egyptians would have undertaken to continue their journey to the afterlife. Overall very dim lighting with small spotlights in each case will be used to illuminate objects in each display and to reflect the water. This will contrast with the additional lighting placed at the exit to create ‘the afterlife’: an entrance to paradise. 
This exhibition at present has a budget of £50,000- £100,000 which will be used to firstly create the structure with various platforms, to allow the water to be added to represent the Nile. The budget will also be used to acquire various objects from a range of ancient Egyptian collections throughout the UK and Europe. A list of each object that will feature in this exhibition will be added at the conclusion of this correspondence. 
For the purpose of this exhibition I would ask only two things of the National Museum: the use of a large exhibition hall and a member of staff who could take up the role of Anubis. I believe this extraordinary exhibition would allow the National Museum of Ireland to be distinguished from other museum collections as well as Egyptological exhibitions, which in turn would increase visitor numbers and interest not only in this display but all aspects of the National Museum of Ireland. I hope to discuss more specific details of this exhibit at your earliest convenience. 
Yours faithfully,
Shannon Farnon 

 
Appendix
A sample of objects that may be featured in the exhibition, this will be discussed in more detail in the next correspondence. 
1. Book of the Dead of Nestanebetisheru, Papyrus- British Museum, London. (EA10554,80) https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/Y_EA10554-80
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2. Coffin of Gua, ‘Book of the Two Ways’ British Museum, London. (EA30839) https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/Y_EA30839
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3. Amulets, Ulster Museum, Belfast. (BELUM.B517.1911) Authors Own Image.
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4. Shabti (Multiple will be used in the exhibition) Petrie Museum, London. (UC39802) http://petriecat.museums.ucl.ac.uk/detail.aspx#
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5. Canopic Chest, Two Brothers. Manchester Museum. (4726)   http://harbour.man.ac.uk/mmcustom/Display.php?irn=345926&QueryPage=%2Fmmcustom%2FEgyptQuery.php
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6. Maat Figurine. British Museum, London. (EA64498) https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/Y_EA64498_1
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image6.jpg




image1.png




image2.png




image3.jpeg
1)




image4.jpg




image5.jpg




