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	Title of Dissertation:
The Literary Types of ‘Righteous Gentleman’ (Yi Shi 義士）in Zuo Zhan （左傳）


	Aims and Objectives:
This paper focuses on the study of literary types of ‘Righteous Gentleman’ (Yi Shi 義士）in Zuo Zhuan. I will explore the real meaning of ‘righteousness’ in Zuo Zhuan based on close reading and contextual analysis, examining which characters are in line with the characteristics of the righteous. Through in-depth analysis, the image of ‘Righteous Gentleman’ will be displayed clearly, inspiring modern people how to take righteousness as the principle of life anytime and anywhere. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
[bookmark: 30j0zll]Zuo Zhuan is known as the masterpiece of historical literature, especially good at figure description. It was commented, ‘ Reading  the text and imagining the personality, mood, voice and  smiling of the figures always create an illusion that they are still alive even though they have passed away thousands of years.’[footnoteRef:0] More importantly, its content has not only historical and literary value, but also ethical and moral. As to various kinds of characters narrated in the book, for example, the monarchs, the hegemons, the ministers, the scholars, the female characters, academics have paid attention to them. The righteous gentlemen, however, so far no one has explored in depth. [0:  Feng Lihua, Lu Hao, Chunqiu Zuoxiu, https://www.doc88.com/p-5099806044756.html，2019年12月20日。
] 

[bookmark: 1fob9te][bookmark: 3znysh7][bookmark: 2et92p0][bookmark: tyjcwt]   “義”(Yi), the character which  literally means righteousness in English, is one of the most important moral concept in Zuo Zhuan, appears in the text 111 times in total. According to the concept of Confucianism, the meaning of “義”(Yi) is similar to “宜” (Yi), that is, to do the right things even in face of all kinds of difficulties and challenges. The righteous gentlemen recorded in Zuo Zhuan were from various social classes, including high-ranking officials, soldiers, merchants, retainers, and so forth. Some of them chosen to commit suicide when doing something wrong, some went to death unflinchingly when resisting enemies. They refused to accept any kinds of ill-gotten wealth, while recommended talents to the monarchs impartially regardless of personal hatred. Their examples are awe-inspiring throughout history. This paper focuses on the  study of literary types of‘Righteous Gentleman’ (Yi Shi 義士）in Zuo Zhuan. We hope with the comprehensive understanding of the righteous gentlemen, people could gain inspirations, strength and courage from them.


The paper will be separated into three chapters:

[bookmark: 3dy6vkm]Chapter 1 (1200 words)
This chapter will review the previous study about  this topic and define the concept of  “義” (Yi) in Zuo Zhuan in accordance with contextual analysis, explaining the motive of the research.


Chapter 2 (8000 words)
This chapter will be separated into several parts, analyzing the different literary types of righteous gentlemen recorded in Zuo Zhuan according to their words and deeds.

Chapter 3 (800 words)
According to the analysis and research above, it will be shown that the code of behaviour emphasized in Zuo Zhuan  is to act according to the principle of   righteousness regardless of any kinds of personal interests. The righteous gentlemen recorded in the text knew well what is just and what is unjust, obeying the moral principles no matter which circumstances they were, so that their words and deeds moved a lot of people throughout history.
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