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Reflection on Safeguarding


During the presentation on safeguarding the children in our care, we discovered, through research, some very interesting aspects of legislation and child protection which are currently in place in both Wales and Britain. One of the first things we discovered was that any child protection issues can be reported by any member of the public that witnesses or is aware of any form of abuse.
 However, the three main places to report that abuse is to the Police, Social Services or the NSPCC, as these are the only agencies that have the power to follow up any allegations and who have statutory duties and powers to make enquiries and intervene when necessary. This is according to the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008, (p40)
As a team, during our presentation, we attempted to demonstrate the roles of the professionals that would be involved in a child protection case conference. As the holistic approach is used regarding any child, the whole family would be considered in this care plan. 
As such, we demonstrated that the child’s mother would have been invited to the conference, and would have been asked for her opinion in the child’s development and any issues she may be having. The enquiries and assessment should always involve separate interviews with the child, as encouraged by Section 22 of the Children Act 1989, consistent with the UNCRC, rights of the child, Article 12, and, in the majority of cases, the parents, and the observation of interaction between the parent and child. This will include interviews and observations of parents, any other carers and the partners of the parents as stated by section 47 of the Children Act 1989.
A Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 enquiry means that Children’s Social Care/ Child Protection, must carry out an investigation when they have 'reasonable cause to suspect that a child who lives, or is found, in their area is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm’. The aim is to decide whether any action should be taken to safeguard the child.
We role-played the professions we considered to be some of the key workers in this case of child neglect, discussing the important points and how they could assist the children, allowing them to stay in the home environment, with holistic support from multi agencies. As safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, everyone who works with children – including teachers, GPs, nurses, midwives, health visitors, early years professionals, youth workers, police, Accident and Emergency staff, paediatricians, voluntary and community workers and social workers – has a responsibility for keeping them safe. 
Local authority social workers have a statutory duty to lead enquiries under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989. The police, health professionals, teachers and other relevant professionals should support them in undertaking the enquiries.
The involvement of the multi agencies is a direct result of a series of reports, undertaken by the House of Commons and the Welsh Assembly Government, when there has been a significant breach of children’s safety and/or significant abuse, which could have been prevented by the authorities that are in place to protect them.
The first report we discussed was written by Michael Bichard, this was a Public Inquiry Report on child protection procedures in the Humberside Police and Cambridgeshire Constabulary, particularly the effectiveness of relevant intelligence-based record keeping, vetting practices since 1995 and information sharing with other agencies, which was published in 2004.
The report was ordered by David Blunkett, then Home Secretary, following the conviction of Ian Huntley in 2003, for the murders of Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells. It was found that Huntley had come to the attention of the police in relation to eight separate allegations of sexual offences from 1995 to 1999. However, the information had not emerged during the vetting check carried out at that time by the Cambridgeshire Constabulary, according to the Bichard Report 2004. 
It was found by Bichard, there was a failure to share information effectively within the systems of child protection, as, at this time, Social Services only made links to the children involved in child abuse cases, not links to the alleged abusers. 
The Bichard Report 2004, brought about CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) check, which is now known as a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check. This is a record of an individual's relevant criminal history and may also contain police intelligence and DBS barred list information, if a person is applying to work with children, and an enhanced DBS is necessary.
As a direct result of the Bichard Report, the Police Reform Act 2002 was introduced, which issues a code of practice to chief officers and police authorities in England and Wales. This now ensures that the Police National Computer, the PNC, is regularly updated and is accessible nationwide as it accurately records cautions, convictions and ‘minor offences’ that may have been committed under any alias’s, Supplying this information to the Enhanced DBS application process.

The next Public Enquiry Report we studied was the Laming Report (2003), which was also ordered by David Blunkett, then Home Secretary. This report was based on the neglect and abuse of Victoria Climbie by her Great-Aunt Marie-Therese Kouao and her partner, Carl John Manning. 
During Victoria’s short life, she was known to four different Social Services departments, two child protection teams of the Metropolitan Police Service, a NSPCC specialist centre and two hospitals where she was admitted because of deliberate harm. 
Haringey Social Services department formally closed Victoria’s case on the day she died after repeatedly not getting an answer when they called to Victoria’s home. 

We also studied the Clywch Report (2004) which was undertaken by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, Peter Clarke. This report was based on the statements of former pupils of John Arwyn Owen, a teacher from Ysgol Gyfun Rhydfelen in Rhondda Cynon Taf. 
The police took 74 statements during their investigation in 2001, resulting in the arrest of John Arwyn Owen, who was to appear in court to answer charges of sexual abuse. However, before he could appear in Crown Court in Cardiff, Mr Owen took his own life. 

From these reports, a recommendation was made, which was then made law, that all agencies involved in child protection must work together and inform each other, regularly of the circumstances of the child or children’s life and their observations and input. It was also noted from these reports that greater accountability needed to be taken by all of the professionals involved. It is also very important that documentation is supplied, dated and signed, all through the enquiry, to have an accurate record of the processes that have been carried out and shared with other agencies dealing with the case. According to Working Together to Safeguard Children (2005) In order that organisations and practitioners collaborate effectively, it is vital that every individual working with children and families is aware of the role that they have to play and the role of other professionals. In addition, effective safeguarding requires clear local arrangements for collaboration between professionals and agencies. 
As Piaget states, children construct their own knowledge in response to their experiences (Pound 2014) That puts the responsibility onto society, we are all responsible for children’s experiences and development.

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 came into force on May 1st,  2014. The core business of the Local Safeguarding Children Board is to ensure there is collective accountability for those children and young people that are the subject of child protection processes under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989. 
During our presentation, we discovered there are many organisations available to support the family, these agencies can be voluntary like Homestart, which started in Conwy in 1983. The volunteers come into the family’s home and support them with problems they may be experiencing from supporting loneliness, mental health difficulties, low self-esteem and domestic abuse. They will help with household budgeting and even child development, building a friendship with the family in a non-judgmental way.
There is also a similar organisation which is not voluntary, which is called TAF, Team Around the Family which is run by Swansea Council. TAF offers a means of ensuring the whole family’s needs are addressed, promoting multi-agency involvement and the information sharing process. TAF is a holistic way of working with 0-11 year olds, their parents and families, in partnership, allowing the whole family to be supported. Families are identified early and they will have their needs and strengths assessed, ensuring the best use is made of all the relevant resources to prevent any problems escalating. 
TAF have recently expanded its remit within the Swansea area, now helping schools with training and support.  They can recognise and tackle social challenges facing vulnerable pupils and their families at an early stage, giving the community confidence that families in the area are receiving tailored support for their needs. This service is known as TIS, Team In Schools. 
There are other agencies which can help with the pressure of living in difficult circumstances, there is DAF, Discretionary Assistance Funding, a public fund that can help with the purchase of white goods in an emergency. They have a set criteria but the family in our case study would have been eligible to be considered for the support. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Trussel Trust Food Bank operates in Wales, allowing a three day emergency food supply for families in crisis. As one in five people in Britain live below the poverty line, 4795 food supplies were given to families last year. However, the food banks can only be accessed with a voucher from a Health Visitor, Citizens Advice, children’s centres, Social Services or GP’s. 
The Welsh Governments Children and Young People Rights to Action 1999 states that Children who are looked after by local authorities may have particular problems. They may not have had help and support from their parents or may not have been attending school regularly. Whilst they are looked after, usually with foster carers or, in children’s homes, they may have to move away from their home area and they may have to change school. Some children move around a lot from carer to carer and the change and stress in their lives can make it hard for them to settle in school and make friends. They may not attend or be more likely to be excluded. Many leave school with no educational qualifications. 
The WAG are trying to make things better through the Children First programme, by reducing the number of changes of carer and changes of school. Schools must now pay particular attention to the welfare, attendance and education of looked after children by having a senior teacher with specific responsibility for monitoring their performance and developing Personal Education Plans for each pupil. 
The Welsh Assembly’s school breakfast initiative provides the choice of a free, healthy breakfast at school each day to all pupils in primary schools in Wales that are in receipt of free school meals. It aims to improve the health and concentration of pupils, and to help raise standards of learning and builds on other initiatives aimed at healthy eating and nutrition. At the same time, it provides an additional source of childcare.
Free school meals are also an important part of the child’s welfare if there is a child protection issue of not receiving good nutrition at home. In this case, the child in our child protection conference could receive two nutritious meals a day in the school environment, taking pressure of the family to provide meals at home.
 Also, the free school meal system will help the child’s development with the implication of the WAG Pupil Deprivation Grant 2015. This grant allows the child or children extra help within the school, which will, hopefully negate the impact in later life, in our case study, of the Adverse Childhood Experiences or ACE the child or children might have suffered. 
 Flying Start is part of the Welsh Government’s early years programme for families with children under 4 years of age living in disadvantaged areas of Wales, it is one of the top priorities in tackling poverty in specific areas within Wales through quality, part-time childcare for 2-3 year olds. As there is ongoing part-time provision for quality childcare for eligible children of 2-3years, there is also some provision for the family during school holidays.
There is also an enhanced Health Visiting service and access to parenting programmes. This service supports the family in the home, assessing both the child and the family in terms of high, medium and low risk. 

Speech, language and communication is also an important part of a child’s development with every family in a Flying Start area having ongoing access to an appropriate language and play group. From this, a more targeted approach based on assessment and referral can be taken where there is evidence of additional need. This is vital to later progress and has a massive impact on social skills and behaviour.
In conclusion, we found, while researching this Child Protection Presentation, there was a huge change in child protection in the turn of this century, when agencies became accountable for the children in their care. New legislation was introduced, with Wales being instrumental in leading the way in much of the United Kingdom’s policies. 
I think my understanding of the safeguarding of the children within my care has been enhanced by my new knowledge and confidence. 
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