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[bookmark: _Toc86151848]1.0 Introduction:
[bookmark: _Hlk86064159]For this assignment the IS or ISIS group is chosen as the focus point. The IS originates from the idea and leadership of the former members of the Al Qaeda’s emir to Iraq Abu Musab al-Zarqawi who died in 2006 during an air strike by the US Air Force. IS gained power in the Sunni uprisings of 2013 in Syria, where they were able to gain some ground. The IS contains the fighters from the Iraq and Syria which accounts to about 35000 to 70000 fighters in the year 2014. IS used the border area between Turkey and Syria as their main base of operations for the resting and training purposes. IS formerly named itself Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) but now calls itself as only Islamic state. The IS declared itself a proto state after they gained some ground after the Sunni uprisings of 2013. Their pollical idea and religious philosophy is termed as Salafi jihadism a far-right concept of Shia Islam. The group wants to establish a global Muslim world which adheres to their belief of Islam which they termed as true Islam. In 2014 the group leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi declared himself Caliph and the IS as the Caliphate (Stern & Berger, 2015). This move was to make their presence known to the world and attract foreign aid from Muslims all around the globe. The  nature of their rule described by the IS defectors discouraged many Muslims from joining their ranks and the denouncing by the other groups (Speckhard & Yayla, 2015). The group has performed many lone wolf attacks in the UK since the 2014. 
[bookmark: _Toc86151849]2.0 Main Beliefs
The main belief of the Islamic State is termed as Salafism which has many names such as Qutibism, Wahhabism. The ideology was developed by the Said Qutb who calls for the bringing of Islam by the offensive jihad for the advancement of Islam. The most debated aspect of the Salafism is that they consider all other Islamic ideologies as extinct and other Muslims as false Muslims. Other terrorist groups also practiced this ideology such as by the Osama bin Laden. The hard stance has put them at odds with other Muslim organisations. The methods deployed to bring forth their ideals has cause grave concerns among the nations of the world which has resulted in the military conflicts in the 21st century (Poljarevic, 2021). The IS aims to use terrors and fear to spread these ideal to the other nations. Through the use of media, they have use this fear and violence as justifiable cause to recruit new members. The former leader of the ISIS al-Zarqawi who had served with the Osama bin laden shoed that his aim is to liberate Iraq from the American occupation and bring Islamic Caliphate to the world (Ganor, 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc86151850]3.0 Methods of recruiting
As their predecessor Al Qaeda IS uses the social media as theory recruiting tool to attract the potential members to their cause. The encrypted services by the social media platforms such as Telegram allows them to operate in the blindside of counter terrorism agencies. The algorithmic designed content of the social media creates an echo chamber of like ideas from where the individual become firmly induced in their ideology. This makes them susceptible to organisations that aims to recruit these individuals to their causes They use the terms such as the (utopia) for Muslims, a place to belong, a being for purpose as their reasons to join them. Isis uses the foreign member who are newly recruited to join their causes. These individuals promote ISIS fighters as freedom fights as type of heroes, their victories, their personal experiences in the new caliphate. The narrative portrayed by these individuals attracted many foreign individuals to move to the Isis controlled areas. The declaration of the Caliphate which has deep meaning in the Islam religion similar to the Church in the Christianity initially attracted many individuals to the IS. Many women with the distorted view form these propaganda contents became attracted to the Is ideology and traveled their and declared themselves performing hijra. The ruthless nature of the Isis rule made the millions of Syrian and Iraqi populations to flee from their home country. The male Isis members are attracted to the cause with the promises of salary a vehicle, a house, which makes them eligible to marry. He women are attracted to the Isis cause with a sense of purpose, and a duty to the Islam. This made them attract many individuals from the UK to join their cause. They have established branches in various countries which recruit impressionable or like-minded people to perform tasks or deeds in their behalf.  (Perešin, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Toc86151851]4.0 Methods of Operations
Isis calls forth from their foreign members to conduct lone attacks to the targets which they considered as enemies. The goal is to weaken the states and cause as much damage as possible with out using the direct conflict. The members which are in Syria and Iraq are conducting open and guerilla forces are engaging the various forces of different affiliations and countries present in the region trying to stop their spread. They claimed all the Muslim population countries to be their rightful lands which includes middle east countries, south Asia countries, Balkan states, etc. They have proclaimed that the people who are not with them, are considered as enemies. For their financial income they rely heavily on the taxes from the people under their control. The reports about the seized assts from the banks in the controlled area are not clear on the amount seized. The other source of income is the kidnappings performed in the neighboring regions. The third is the donations from individuals from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, etc., and other gulf states. Some part of the funds is raised from the social media networks. They produce movies, CDs, and publish them over the internet to attract more support. They have allowed slave trade to occur in their land which has attracted widespread criticism form the world (BBC NEWS, 2015).  
To seize control over the area they first send spies to the target areas which carry espionage mission to destabilize the area by getting rid of important people, providing information on the important areas (Reuter, 2015). Spread rumors among the local populations to divide the people. The destabilization allows them to take over cities one at a time. They have posted the torture performed on the defending forces of the Iraq and Syria on many online platforms. The fear and terror is used to keep the population of the occupied region under control. The use of the foreign individuals such as the women which the data shows that 40 percent are used to recruit members form the internet using social media.  The different kind of media presented to different kinds of audiences make them one of the modern uses of terrorism present in the world (Ganor, 2015).
[bookmark: _Toc86151852]5.0 Role of Isis in UK
Isis has been able to some people from the UK their cause. The portrayal of women fighting on the forefront with an all-female combat unit for their religion has attracted some British women to go to Syria to join ISIS. The ISIS have however stopped every woman to participate in the fighting of any kind. The influence of the social media has allowed to provide picture where they not affected the xenophobia, social rejection etc. as they are in their home country. They are encouraged to work in the state building of the ISIS controlled territories. The attraction of ISIS has caused concern among the nations. The UK government has stated that they aim to dela with the threat posed by the ISIS to the domestic and international community. As they presented themselves a capable organisation of running territory is also a attraction to many individuals who wish to join their cause. People who cannot speak Arabic are provided mean to communicate with the other members. The discriminations faced by the Muslim men and women in the UK during their jobs, education also played a part in the individuals joining ISIS. Women wearing scarf on jobs, men performing prayer during office hours caused some of them to lose their jobs (Pooley, 2015). After 11 September 2001 attack on the World Trade Centre panned by the terrorist group Taliban the Muslims have been facing increased discrimination in the western societies. This has alienated some of the Muslim youth who are caught between the discrimination of themselves by the society and their religion. 
The radicalization of individuals from the social media out using the pyramid model of radicalization. In this model first the recruiters find out the sympathizers from the respondents to their social media posts. They then try to persuade these Individuals to convert to support the violent actions with justifications. They then try to prepare them to perform nonviolent acts such as recruit other members. The final stage of radicalization is when the individual is prepared to perform violence for the ISIS goals. The aim is to perform lone wolf attacks in the west with these individuals. The no of lone wolf attacks in the Europe has increased substantially since 2014. The ISIS has taken responsibility for many of the lone wolf attacks performed by these individuals. These attacks are to increase the anti-Muslim sentiment among the population so that the more recruits to the ISIS can be created from eh sympathizers. A researched performed by Mitts, Tamar (2017) on the social media post related to pro ISIS content after the terrorist attacks in the Brussels and Paris attacks in 2016 and 2015 respectively showed increased activity on Twitter. The attacks also increased the Anti-Muslim in the Europe as many PAGIDA marches were carried out.  The protests themselves increased the pro ISIS content on social media by 30 percent (Mitts, 2017). 
To counter the influence of social media radicalization the Governments have started many online and offline campaigns such as “Think again Turn away”. The offline campaign has showed better results in turning potential recruits to turn awes from the radicalization (Rabasa, et al., 2010).
[bookmark: _Toc86151853]6.0 Actions to counter Terrorism
UK as with many other countries have pledged to the end the threat posed by the terrorists in radical and extremist rogue state of ISIS and their ideology. The UK has goals to counter the country with the military actions when required, damage their finances by stopping potential asset for future, preventing the flow of foreign fighter which are attracted to ISIS cause or are influenced by their propaganda. Help in the stabilization of the effected regions in Syria and Iraq with other nations. Countering the poisonous propaganda originated by the ISIS recruiters. The UK has sent aid to the forces countering the ISIS. The UK government has stripped the citizen status of many individuals who have taken the cause of ISIS in performing the violent actions. After the recent fall of IS territories many of the foreign fighters are trying to return to the home countries. UK has been participating with other 70 countries to bring these individuals to the justice of the law. They have disrupted many networks that these organizations have used to transport dangerous material and individuals across borders (Gov.UK, 2021). The UK government has dealt with many ISIS attack from the year 2014 to 2021 such as the attack in the Parsons Green train Bombing on the day of 15 September 2017. The attack was carried by a Iraqi asylum seeker who claimed he had been forced to participate in it by the ISIL. The fear of their lives for his parent is stated by the individual for his cause. Thirty people were injured during the incident (Dearden, 2017). The response of the police in attack and after the incident to advice the citizen to run hide and tell the authorities rather than try to shoot the incident with their cell phone cameras is a commendable action. During the attack the threat level was increased to critical to made preparation for the other attacks. The threat level was later lowered on 17th to severe. These actions by the security personal are according to the strategies used to counter terrorism and to stop further incidents of similar (BBC NEWS, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc86151854]7.0 Is ISIS a terrorist organization?
The ISIS has carried out attacks against the individuals of many counties in violent manners to bring harm and cause destruction. They have seized the assets of the people of Syria and cased them to flee. Under their law they have harmed many individuals for minor offenses. They have engaged in the slave trade which is banned by the international las and human rights violation. They have endangered the lives of many individuals through their recruitment efforts and radicalization people to incite nonviolent and violent acts. By trying to create destabilization in the different countries they have been trying to create serious health and safety hazards for the public. To use the citizens of their own countries to incite the violence for them they have made the government to act against their citizens which the governments have been trying to protect. To create fear and terror in the mind of people with the line wolf attacks to divide the population and create unrest, The actions taken by the ISIS in harming the country and its citizens make them a terrorist according to the UK law on all accounts. They are a threat to the peaceful existence o the UK and their citizens (Speckhard & Yayla, 2015).

[bookmark: _Toc86151855]8.0 Conclusions 
The goals and the methods deployed by the ISIS made them on the most threatening extremist organization in the world. The violent methods and the ideology put them at the odds of the other extremist organization. The declaration of the caliphate put them at the odds of all the other Islamic institution which condemned these cations. The kidnapping, violence, murders, slavery, rapes in Syria and Iraq caused by the ISIS is against the many aspects of the Humanity and Islam itself. As the Islamic scriptures said that during the times od Mohammed there were false individuals who were spreading violence before and after the arrival of Mohammed. They wear black flags and black clothes. When they approach do not follow them (Speckhard & Yayla, 2015). The UK government response to combat the radical use of the social media to recruit new members is admirable. The support given to the citizens in the UK allow the security forces to engage in a safe environment of the citizens.  
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