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LEFT HANGING
FADE IN:
EXT 			THE ARAEL MOUNTAIN 			EVENING
IT IS AN ICY COLD JANUARY. ALED 21 YEARS OLD EX ARMY RIFALS WEARING ARMY UNIFORM IS HANGING FROM AN OAK TREE. HE HAS BEEN THERE FOR THREE DAYS HIS EYES ARE GONE WHERE THE JACKDAWS HAVE PECKED THEM OUT.
CUT TO
NINE MONTHS EARLIER

EXT 		THE RAILWAY INN 		EVENING
IT’S APRIL. It’s chilly. Lilly 19 years, petite figure, dark hair, dark eyes. She is A Cardiff University STUDENT STUDYING NURSING. SHE IS HOME FOR THE WEEKEND AND OUT WITH TWO FRIENDS. SHE IS AT THE BAR GETTING DRINKS AND MEETS ALED SERVING BEHIND THE BAR. THEY KNOW EACH OTHER FROM SCHOOL AND THEY GET CHATTING
EXT 			AT THE BAR, BEER GARDEN 		EVENING
LILLY
Hello. Aled isn’t it?

ALED
Yes, it is. Lilly! I haven’t seen you since school. You’ve changed
LILY
I hope for the better. 
Lily smiles and looks at Aled
LILY
I’ll have three gin and tonics please
ALED LEANS ON THE BAR FACING LILY
ALED
Yes. You were a bit of a loner if I remember.
LILLY
I am still. Are you getting my drinks then?
ALED
Oh Yes, sorry. You distracted me.
ALED MOVES TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BAR TO FETCH THREE GIN AND TONICS. HE RETURNS AND SLIDES THEM ACROSS THE BAR TO LILLY. HE SMILES
ALED
That’s a tenna please
HE HOLDS OUT HIS HAND
LILLY HANDS OUT A TEN POUND NOTE. ALED TAKES IT GENTLY
ALED
Um, I finish at eleven. I could buy you drink if you want. We could catch up, maybe
LILLY REACHES FOR THE DRINKS CUPPING THEM BETWEEN BOTH HER HANDS. SHE LOOKS AT ALED
LILLY
Well, ok, if I’m still here, I’m not sure what the others are doing, but that will be great. maybe see you later then.
LILY MOVES AWAY FROM THE BAR AND TAKES THE DRINKS TO THE TABLE WHERE HER FRIENDS ARE SITTING. SHE PLACES DOWN THE DRINKS AND GIVES ALED A SIDE GLANCE AND SMILE. ALED RETRUNS THE SMILE
HER FRINDS LOOK AT EACHOTHER AND COMMENT
FIRST FRIEND
Oh yeah, Lilly. You pulled already.

THE FIRST FRIEND SIDE GLANCES TO THE SECOND FRIEND.
SECOND FRIEND LAUGHS AND TAKES A SIP OF HER DRINK
SECOND FRIEND
hmmm he’s kinda cute, do you think he’ll serve us all, girls?
FIRST FRIEND, CHOKES ON HER DRINK AS SHE LAUGHS AT THE SAME TIME

FIRST FRIEND
Well what do you think Lilly? You up for sharing?
LILLY SCOWLS AT HER FRIENDS

LILLY
Do you always have to be so…?
FIRST FRIEND INTERUPTS LILLY
FIRST FRIEND
So, what Lily? You can really be such a snob. Lighten up and drink up or it’s going to be one long, boring bloody night.
LILY TAKES HER DRINK AND THEY ALL LIFT THEIR GLASSES AND SIP THEIR GINS
LILLY
Just for the record girls. No, I don’t share
LILLY LAUGHS AND THE OTHERS JOIN IN

CUT TO
INT. 			THE BAR ELEVEN O’CLOCK 		NIGHT
 
ALED IS WIPING DOWN THE BAR. LILLY APPROACHES THE BAR AND SITS ON THE BAR STOOL. HER FRIENDS HAVE MOVED ONTO ANOTHER PUB. SHE LOOKS AT ALED
ALED
Hi. Your friends moved on then.
LILY
Yes, I didn’t feel like it. I’m a bit tired. Thought I’d finish my drink here
ALED
Yeah. Great. I’ll be finished in a bit. Just put these glasses away and I’m done. I’ll have to be quick or my boss will want me to be doing an extra shift.
LILY
What if we sit over there in that corner? 
LILY TURNS HER HEAD TO THE CORNER OF THE ROOM
LILY

your boss won’t see us there. 
LILY LEAVES HER EMPTY GLASS ON THE BAR AND SHE WALKS OVER TO THE CORNER TABLE AND SITS DOWN. 
ALED QUICKLY PUTS SOME GLASSES ON A SHELF. THEN HE PICKS UP ANOTHER GIN GLASS, FILLS IT. TAKES A BOTTLE OF TONIC, AND HE GETS HIMSELF A BOTTLE OF BEER.
HE SHOUTS TO HIS MATE BEHIND THE BAR 
ALED
I’M OFF MATE. ALRIGHT!
HE GIVES HIS MATE BEHIND THE BAR A HADS UP AND HE JOINS LILY AT THE CORNER TABLE. 
HE PLACES DOWN ON THE TABLE THE GLASS OF GIN, THE BOTTLE OF TONIC AND HIS PINT AND SITS DOWN BESIDE LILY
ALED
Awe, it’s great to sit down
ALED TAKES A DRINK FROM THE BOTTLE, THEN RESTS IT ON THE TABLE STILL HOLDING THE BOTTLE
LILLY TAKES A SIP OF HER GIN
SHE LOOKS AT ALED OVER HER GLASS AND SHE SMILES AWKWARDLY. 
ALED RESTS BACK ON HIS CHAIR AND LOOKS AT LILLY. HE SMILES
THEIR EYES MEET AND SHE SHIFTS IN HER CHAIR AND MOVES HER FRINGE ASIDE
LILLY
it’s been busy tonight. you haven’t stopped
ALED
you’ve been watching me working, then?
lily blushes and Aled smiles and leans forward

ALED
I’m only teasing you. yes, it’s busy like this most weekends
LILY
Do you enjoy the bar work?
ALED
It’s ok. I’m just filling in for some extra cash and helping a mate out. I’m in the Army, joined up back last year. The Rifles 
ALED PULLS HIS SHOULDERS BACK AND SITS UP WITH CONFIDENCE. HE TAKES ANOTHER DRINK FROM THE BOTTLE AND LOOKS ACROSS AND WATCHES HIM AS SHE SIPS ON HER DRINK
LILY
Oh, sounds interesting. I don’t know anyone who’s in the army. Do you have family in the forces?

ALED
No, I just wanted to get out of here. This place. The same old. There’s nothing here. It’s a dead hole. nothing for me anyway. I want to see what else is out there, you know. I don’t want to be stuck like my old man. Digging on a site all day for, what? nothing that’s what
ALED STARES INTO HIS DRINK. LILY SITS FORWARD SHE RESTS HER GLASS ON THE TABLE
LILY
So, do you like it, the Army?
ALED RAISES HIS HEAD WITH A WIDE SMILE.
ALED
Oh, it’s what I’ve always wanted. When I had my letter saying I’d passed and was in. I couldn’t believe it. I’m in! I’m in! I kept saying. It’s the best. I’d trained and trained so hard to get into shape. To pass the physical.
ALED TOOK ANOTHER DRINK 
LILY
Wow, you sound so excited

ALED
Hey, I can’t tell you how excited I was. It’s my ticket out, see, and I couldn’t wait! 
ALED TAKES A DRINK OF HIS ALE
ALED
Anyway, how about you, then? what are you doing these days?
LILY
I’m in Cardiff university. I’m studying to be a nurse, but I hope to specialise. When I’ve passed my nursing
ALED
Well you sound like you know what you want. I suppose you can go anywhere with nursing. Away somewhere. Australia maybe. Don’t you want to get out of this place?  
I hadn’t thought of it really. I don’t think I want to go away, you know 
LILY LOOKS THOUGHTFULLY INTO HER DRINK
ALED
What? never thought of it! Well. It’s all I think about. Moving away. Getting out of this dead hole
LILY
it’s not that bad is it, it’s quiet granted but it’s the same everywhere, isn’t it?
ALED
I don’t think so
ALED TAKES A DRINK
ALED
Maybe for you. you’re clever you’re in Uni. I’m not clever. In school I was always messing about. My old man says I’m useless. He’s right too and I always will be if I stick around here
ALED LOOKS ANGRY HE STOPS AND TAKES ANOTHER DRINK THEN HE LEANS FORWARD ON THE TABLE
ALED
I remember now. You were one of the clever ones. Always in the library with your head down. I was there because I had too. Doing detention. It drove me nuts writing all those words. I must not…bla, bla, bla

ALED SITS BACK IN HIS CHAIR. HE HAS TURNED RED AND HE LOOKS AT LILY AND LAUGHS AS HE TAKES ANOTHER DRINK. 
LILY
I remember you too. In the library and old Rigsby, the maths teacher, watching with his eyes bloodshot from the smoke of his pipe. He looked like he was about to blow his lid and he’d spit, literally, with rage at you because you wouldn’t listen to him
LILY MAKES A FACE OF DISGUST
LILY
Awe he was grose, really. And you drove him mental
LILY LAUGHS AND TAKES A DRINK OF HRE GIN
LILY
You know, I used to wonder how you could lie across the table and write, you were almost flat with your head resting on your arm and you’d be writing like the devil was after you
ALED LAUGHS LOUDLY
ALED
He bloody was, that’s why and his name was Rigsby. Anyway, I wanted to get bloody out of there
THERE’S A PAUSE AND THEY LOOK AT EACH OTHER. THEY LAUGH TOGETHER

ALED
Here’s to Rigsby, the old git 
THEY RAISE THEIR DRINKS LAUGHING LOUDLY. LILY FINISHES HER DRINK AND PLACES IT ON THE TABLE
LILLY
I had better be off

ALED
I’ll walk you home, if you want
they both stand at the same time moving their chairs back. Aled leaves his pint on the table
LILY
ok. I want to get some chips on the way. I’m starving
ALED
GREAT, ME TOO
LILY
DO YOU KNOW WHERE I LIVE? IT’S QUITE A WALK. ARAEL STREET, NEXT TO THE MOUNTAIN
ALED
WELL, I DO NOW. IT’S OK I LIKE TO WALK
THEY LEAVE THE PUB AND HEAD OFF INTO THE STREET TO FIND THE CHIPPY.
CUT TO
EXT 				OUTSIDE LILY’S HOUSE 			NIGHT
THEY REACH LILY’S HOUSE. A STREET LIGHT GLOWS ORANGE OVER THEIR HEADS

LILY
well here we are. thanks for walking me home it’s been great
ALED
It’s alright. Yes, it’s been great. I don’t mind that you ate all my chips
LILY
Such a cheek. More like you ate all mine
LILY SMILES AND REACHES OUT TO PUSH ALED 
ALED LAUGHS AND GRABS LILY’S HANDS. THEY EMBRACE, LOOK AT EACHOTHER SMILING. THEY KISS GENTLY FOR A MOMENT 
LILY
Um, will I see you again?
LILY LOOKS UP SHYLY INTO ALED’S EYES. ALED LOOKS AT LILY SMILING
ALED
Well, I’m off back to base tomorrow. If you want, I’ll give you my number. 
LILY
Ok, I’d like that. 
LILY REACHES INTO HER BAG FOR HER MOBILE, SWITCHES IT ON AND TAPS IN HER CODE. 
LILY
OK what’s your number? 
ALED RELAYS HIS MOBILE NUMBER
LILY TAPS IN THE NUMBERS AND PRESSES CALL. THERE’S A PING. ALED LOOKS AT HIS MOBILE
ALED
That was quick
LILY
I don’t mess about you know. 
THEY BOTH LAUGH TOGETHER AND HOLD HANDS
LILY
Well thanks again. You’ve got my number so, maybe you can call me. If you want too that is
ALED LAUGHS 
ALED
Well, I might. I’m in high demand see. It’s my lovely locks, no resisting. You know how it is?
LILY CHECKS OUT HIS VERY SHORT HAIRSTYLE
ALED GIVES LILY A CHEEKY GRIN AND THEY SMILE AT EACHOTHER
LILY
Yes, I see what you mean. When all your curls are grown eh. I remember your chestnut locks. They are very fetching
ALED GIVES LILY A KISS AND HE SMILES BROADLY. HE STEPS SLIGHTLY AWAY STILL LOOKING AT LILY
ALED
I had better let you go, then. And as there’s no coffee on offer
LILY LOOKS SHOCKED
ALED
I’m just kidding. Really. Can’t blame me for trying my luck. A great looking girl like yourself
LILY
Hm. You are a chancer for sure. No, sorry There’s no coffee on offer
ALED LAUGHS. HE STANDS AWAY FACING LILY
ALED
Ah, I’ll be off then. I enjoyed tonight. I’ll call, yeah?
LILY
Me too. Yeah, that’ll be great

ALED RETURNS TO HIS BASE AND LILY CONTINUES WITH HER UNIVERSITY STUDIES

CUT TO
INT 			 	SECOND MONTH 			DAY
LILY IS STANDING OUTSIDE HER LECTURE ROOM AT HER UNIVERSITY. SHE IS SMILING AND HOLDING HER MOBILE. SHE CALLS ALED AND THEY ARRANGE TO MEET UP FOR A MEAL, IN TWO WEEKS TIME WHEN HE IS ON LEAVE. IT’S A DATE
LILY
So, you like Chinese. Oh, and that’s everything across the board. Fantastic. See you soon. Bye
 
TWO WEEKS LATER FRIDAY
CUT TO
EXT 		LILY’S PARENTS HOUSE FRONT DOOR 	EVENING
ALED KNOCKS AND WAITS. HE IS WEARING A BLUE SHIRT, TAN JACKET AND JEANS, AND SMART TAN BROAGES. THE LIGHT COMES ON AND LILY OPENS THE DOOR. SHE SMILES AT ALED. LILLY HER HAIR CURLED TO THE SHOULDER. SHE IS WEARING A ROSE PINK CHIFFON TOP AND A SMART, FRENCH NAVY SKIRT
LILY
Hi, you are just on time
ALED
Hey, well, you know, I try
ALED SMILES AT LILY. HE IS HOLDING A BOTTLE OF WINE AND LOOKS AWKWARD
LILY
Come on in
LILY HOLDS THE DOOR WIDE FOR ALED. HE SHUFFLES IN AND STANDS IN THE NARROW HALLWAY WAITING FOR LILY. SHE CLOSES THE DOOR, TURNS AND STANDS CLOSE INFRONT OF ALED. ALED HOLDS OUT THE BOTTLE OF WINE. LILY TAKES IT. THEIR HANDS TOUCH AND THEY LOOK INTO EACHOTHRE’S EYES
ALED
You look great
LILY SMILES UP AT ALED, SHE BLUSHES AND SWEEPS HER FRINGE ASIDE
LILY
Thank you. Um, you look very smart
ALED
Yeah, I scrub up alright, don I
ALED LAUGHS AND THEY BOTH SMILE. THEY ARE BOTH STILL HOLDING THE BOTTLE 
LILY
Um, are you going to let me have this bottle, then? You seem to be hanging onto it?
ALED LOOKS AT THE BOTTLE, THEN THEIR HANDS, AND THEN INTO LILY’S EYES
ALED
Oh, yeah. Of course. Sorry. Seems I’m holding onto you as well.
LILY LOOKS INTO ALED’S EYES THEY LOCK FOR A MOMENT AND SHE SMILES. SHE BLUSHES, LOOKS DOWN THEN SHE TAKES THE BOTTLE CAREFULLY. 
LILY
Um, let’s go on in, the meal will be getting cold
THEY MOVE TOGETHER AND THEY BUMP AND CLASH. 
ALED
Oh, uh, sorry. I’m sorry
THEY CLASH AS THEY TRY TO MOVE PAST EACHOTHER
LILLY
Oh, Sorry. I’m sorry, I’ll go first, shall I
ALED STANDS STILL FOR LILY TO GO FIRST  
LILY
Thank you. Come on through

INT 					LIVING ROOM 			EVENING
THE TABLE IS SET WITH A BOTTLE OF WINE AND CANDLES. A CHINESE MEAL IS SET OUT IN VARIOUS DISHES IN THE MIDDLE. EASY MUSIC IS PLAYING ON HER NEW VINAL. ALED LOOKS IMPRESSED 
LILY
Take a seat. I’ve haven’t long set the table and the food was piping hot so it should be ok. I’m so glad you are here already
ALED PULLS OUT A CHAIR AND SITS. LILY PLACES THE BOTTLE OF WINE ON THE TABLE WITH THE OTHER BOTTLE AND SHE SITS OPPOSTIE ALED

ALED
Wow, this is great. did you cook this?
LILY
Thanks! Uh, no. I wish I had, but I didn’t have time after Uni. I ordered it from the Chinese. I have made desert though
ALED
Well this looks great
Lily
I ordered for you. Hope you don’t mind. You said you eat everything across the board
ALED
I love Chinese and this looks great. Shall I pour the wine 
LILY
Oh yes. Oh no! I forgot the cork screw, I’ll go and get it.
LILY DISAPPEARS TO THE KITCHEN. THERE IS A RATTLING NOICE. SHE RETURNS
LILY
I can’t find one. I’m sorry
LILLY LOOKS APOLOGETIC AND FLUSTERED
ALED
No worries, the wine I brought has a screw top. Here
ALED TAKES THE BOTTLE AND UNSCREWS THE TOP. POURS A GLASS AND HE PASSES IT TO LILLY. 
ALED
I’m quite the hero, eh
LILLY
Yes, you’ve saved the day. Good job too
ALED SMILES AT LILLY AND HE POURS HIMSELF A GLASS. 
HE RAISES IT. LILLY LIFTS HER’S TO HIS
ALED
Here’s to, Hero’s
LILLY
Yes, here’s to Hero’s
ALED
Can we start. I’m starving. I could eat a scabby horse
LILY LAUGHS
LILY
Yes, tuck in. I’m starving and glad this isn’t a scabby horse
LILLY PASSES ALED A DISH OF CHICKEN. ALED TAKES IT AND PUTS SOME ON HIS PLATE AND WITH HIS FORK HE TAKES A MOUTHFUL
ALED
Hmmm, so am I
THEY PASS EACHOTHER THE VARIOUS DISHES, THEY EAT DRINK AND CHAT 
CUT TO
INT 					KITCHEN				 NIGHT
THEY HAVE FINISHED THE MEAL AND LILLY IS STACKING THE PLATES READY TO WASH
ALED BRINGS THE LAST OF THE DISHES FROM THE TABLE AND PLACES THEM ON THE SIDE OF THE SINK BESIDE LILY
ALED
That’s the last of the dishes. 
LILY
That’s fab, thank you. I’ve got desert if you want some. Just to finish off
ALED
Yeah why not. I love a pud. What is it?
LILY
Well, I thought, knickerbocker glory
ALED LAUGHS
ALED
What, that’s an odd one. I was expecting something like a lemon tart or something
LILY
Oh, don’t you like knickerbockerglory’s?
ALED
Well, I have to admit I haven’t had one since I was a kid. But yeah I’ll give it a shot
LILY
Great, I love these. You are going to just love this
LILY GOES TO THE FRIDGE AND TAKES OUT SOME WHIPPED CREAM, JELLY AND CUSTARD. SHE TAKES VANILLA ICECREAM FROM THE FREEZER AND FROM THE CUPBOARD SHE TAKES SPRINKLES. SHE PLACES TWO TALL GLASSES ON THE COUNTER AND TWO LONG SPOONS
LILY
Ok, where do you want to start?
ALED STARES ON IN AMAZMENT AND TAKES A SPOON AND A GLASS
ALED 
How about the cream
LILY
No, it’s always the jelly on the bottom
ALED
No, it’s not. I like cream to start
THEY BOTH REACH OVER TO THE CREAM AND THE JELLY DISHES, CRISCROSSING EACHOTHER’S ARMS AMD THEIR SPOONS CLASH
THEY BEGIN LAUGH. ALED PUTS A BLOB OF CREAM ON LILY’S NOSE TO DISTRACT HER AND PUTS A SPOONFUYL OF CREAM IN HER GLASS   
ALED
OOPS!
LILY
Hey that’s cheeky. that’s my glass and I like the jelly first
ALED IS LAUGHING, HE TAKES A TEA TOWEL AND WIPES AWAY THE CREAM FROM LILY’S NOSE. ALED LOOKS INTO LILY’S EYES
ALED 
Oh, you are so easily distracted
LILY SMILES UP AT ALED
LILY
I know It’s my finest quality
ALED PUTS HIS ARMS AROUND LILY. THEY KISS
LILY EASES HER HAND AWAY SLIGHTLY AND WITH HER SPOON OF CREAM SHE SPLATS IT ONTO EACH OF ALED’S CHEEKS. 
ALED
Hey! Now whose sneaky
LILY
Now who’s easily distracted?
BOTH LAUGH LOUDLY. LILY HANDS ALED THE TEA TOWEL AND HE WIPES AWAY THE CREAM. STILL LAUGHING THEY FILL THEIR GLASSES. ALED WITH CREAM ON THE BOTTOM AND LILY WITH JELLY.
CUT TO
INT 					LIVING ROOM 			NIGHT
LILY AND ALED ARE SAT ON THE SETTEE WITH WINE GLASSES. TWO EMPTY, TALL GLASSES STAND ON THE COFFEE TABLE. 
THE LIGHTS ARE LOW. THE ELECTRIC FIRE IS GLOWING AND SOFT MUSIC IS PLAYING
LILY
I really shouldn’t have eaten all that, knickerbocker glory. I’m finished now
ALED
Yes, that’ll teach you. Jelly first! Never heard of it
ALED GRINS AT LILY. LILY SMILES BACK AT ALED
LILY
Well you’ve heard of it now. It’s Always the jelly first. 
ALED
We will have to agree to disagree on this one you know
THEY BOTH LISTEN TO THE MUSIC AND STARE INTO THE FIRE FOR A MOMENT. LILY REACHES FOR THE BOTTLE AND SHE FILLS THEIR GLASSES
LILY
Aled, what do you want to do? I mean I know you’re in the army but what else?
ALED LOOKS AT LILY
ALED
What do you mean. There is nothing else. Not for me. I’ve wanted to be a soldier forever. 
ALED STARES INTO HIS GLASS
ALED
I have always wanted to get away from my old man, see. We don’t get on. We can’t agree on anything. 
LILY
Have you tried to get along?
ALED LOOKS ANNOYED
ALED
There’s no point. We are just too different. I want out anyway. Out of this place. I want to see the world. It’s all I’ve ever wanted.  
LILY
What about your mam?
ALED
What about her? 
ALED STARES INTO THE FIRE
She left when I was a small kid. She’s not coming back so there’s no point in wondering about her
LILY SITS QUIETLY AND SIPS HER WINE
ALED
Sorry I haven’t given it any thought for a long time. There’s nothing to tell. When she went it was just me and the old man? He worked all day and drank all night. He’d come home nasty. Down another bottle of whiskey. he’d be Screaming and smashing the place up one minute and the next, there was nothing. Don’t know what’s worse.  I was left to my own devices. I read army mags and watched war films. That’s when I decided I wanted that life. The Army life. See the world have adventures. Get a decent pay. Get out of this hole.
LILY
What about a family. do you want a family one day?
ALED
No chance. Not for me. I don’t want kids. What if I turn out like my old man? No thanks. Not going to happen. I’d rather be dead. Anyway enough about me
ALED TAKES A DRINK OF HIS WINE PUTS IT ON THE COFFEE TABLE AND MOVES CLOSER TO LILY
ALED
What about you. What’s your dreams?
LILY
Oh, I’ve no grand dreams. I plan to graduate and then I want to specialise. I want to be a midwife. Always have. Something about seeing a baby born. It’s a miracle, don’t you think?
ALED DOESN’T ANSWER. HE’S LOOKING AT LILY. SHE CONTINUES
LILY
One day Have my own home. I don’t want to live with mam and dad for ever, and maybe one day have a family of my own. I’d like to have children. That’s it nothing grand 

LILY AND ALED LOOK INTO EACHOTHER’S EYE’S.
LILY
I think we are out of wine I’m sorry
ALED
We don’t need any more wine
ALED TAKES HER GLASS AND PUTS IT ON THE COFFEE TABLE. HE PULLS LILY CLOSE AND THEY KISS






 

CUT TO
THIRD MONTH
INT				THE RAILWAY INN 			EVENING
ALED IS WAITING FOR LILY AT THE BAR HE HAS NEWS? HE IS TAPPING HIS LEGS AND HE’S SMILING
LILY WALKS INTO THE PUB AND APPROACHES ALED SHE IS SMILING AT HIM. THEY EMBRACE AND KISS  
LILLY
Hi, I got here as soon as I could. So, what’s your news?
ALED SMILES BROADLY AT LILLY
ALED
Yes, my NEWS? I’m off. I’m off to Afghanistan. 
ALED IS BEAMING HE TAKES LILY’S HANDS. 
ALED
Well, isn’t it fantastic news. I’ve been waiting for ages

[bookmark: _GoBack]ALED WAVES FOR THE BARMAN’S ATTENTION
ALED
A pint and half a cider, cheers 
LILY IS SILENT AND SHE SMILES AWKWARDLY
LILY
Wow. you’re off. that’s fabulous news.
SHE GIVES ALED A HUG BUT SHE LOOKS AWAY SADLY
ALED
I’m off. I can’t believe it! I feel, well - I feel great, I’ve been waiting for so long
THE BARMAN PLACES THE DRINKS DOWN ON THE BAR
BARMAN
That’s six fifty please mate

ALED PUTS HIS HAND IN HIS POCKET AND TAKES OUT SOME CHANGE. HE COUNTS IT OUT FOR THE BARMAN
ALED
Cheers mate
LILY IS HOLDING HER DRINK AND LOOKING AT ALED. SHE SMILES AT HIM THEN LOWERS HER HEAD
ALED
What’s the matter, Lily, you don’t seem too happy for me?
LILLY
I am. I am really. it’s just, you’re going away.
ALED STARES AT LILY AND PULLS HIS HANDS AWAY FROM HERS

ALED
What’s that supposed to mean. You’ve always known it’s what I want. What I’ve been waiting for.
LILY
I know, and I am happy for you. Look, it wasn’t real before, was it. Now it’s really happening for you. and I need some time to get used to it, that’s all
LILY HOLDS ALED’S HANDS IN HERS. SHE LOOKS AT HIM SMILING
LILY
Let’s celebrate. Tonight, we can go to that new burger place across town. It’s supposed to be great. We can get a bottle of wine later and come back to mine. Mam and dad are out tonight.
ALED LOOKS AT LILY AND SMILES
ALED
yes, let’s go out to celebrate.
THEY HOLD THEIR DRINKS UP TO EACH OTHER. THEY SMILE AND THEN BOTH STARE INTO THEIR GLASSES. NEITHER ARE SMILING

CUT TO
FOUR MONTHS LATER
INT 			LILY’S PARENTS’ HOUSE 			DAY
LILY IS IN THE KITCHEN, SAT AT THE TABLE HOLDING A MUG OF TEA. HER MAM IS WASHING THE DISHES. THE FRONT DOOR KNOCKS. IT’S THE POSTMAN. LILY QUICKLY GOES TO THE DOOR AND OPENS IT. 
POSTMAN
Hello Lily, just this parcel and a letter today
THE POSTMAN HANDS THEM TO LILY
LILY
Thanks John.
LILY CLOSES THE DOOR AND GOES TO THE KITCHEN
MAM
Anything for me, love?
LILY
Yes mam, a parcel
LILY PUTS THE PARCEL ON THE KITCHEN TABLE SHE SITS ON HER CHAIR, TAKES THE CLEAN BUTTER KNIFE, AND SHE SLICES OPEN THE ENVELOPE. SHE BEGINS TO READ THE LETTER QUIETLY TO HERSELF FOR A FEW MOMENTS THEN SHE BEGINS TO CRY.
MAM WIPES HER HANDS IN THE TOWEL AND GOES TO LILY SITTING IN THE CHAIR NEXT TO HER. SHE LEANS FORWARD WITH CONCERN 
MAM
What is it love? what’s the matter?
LILY SHAKES HER HEAD. TEARS FALLING OVER HER CHEEKS
LILY
He’s not coming home, mam

CUT TO
INT 				CARDIFF UNIVERSITY 			DAY
OVER THE MONTHS LILLY CONTINUES WITH HER UNIVERSITY STUDIES. SHE STUDIES HARD. SHE WANTS TO BE A NURSE WITH PLANS TO SPECIALISE. SHE STILL LIVES WITH HER PARENTS AND SHE STOPS GOING OUT. LILY LOSES TOUCH WITH HER FRIENDS. LILY AND ALED ARE STILL TOGETHER AND THEY WRITE TO EACHOTHER

FIVE MONTHS LATER
INT		LILY’S PARENTS HOUSE, LIVING ROOM 	AFTERNOON

LILY’S PARENTS ARE SITTING WATCHING THE TELEVISION, THE NEWS. LILY COMES IN FROM UNIVESITY. SHE PUTS HER BOOKS AND LAPTOP DOWN ON THE TABLE AND SITS IN THE ARMCHAIR. HER MAM LOOKS ROUND AT LILY AND SMILES
MAM
Hello love, you had a good day? I thought I’d cook spaghetti and meatballs for later
MAM PAUSES AND LOOKS AT LILY AND GETS UP FROM THE SETTEE AND STANDS NEXT TO LILY’s CHAIR SHE LOOLS DOWN AT LILY 
MAM
You’re looking tired love. let me get you a cupper. she’s looking tired isn’t she Dai
MAM NODS TO LILY’S DAD TO AKNOWLEDGE HIS DAUGHTER. HE IS ENGROSSED IN THE NEWS
DAD
Eh, what?
DAD LOOKS ACROSS TO LILY
Yes love, you’re looking exhausted, what’s the matter with you girl?
LILY STANDS UP AND SHOUTS. HER FACE IS RED WITH FRUSTRATION


LILY
Dad. Don’t start. I’m fine. It’s the driving and I’m tired, that’s all. I’m off for a shower
LILY LEAVES THE ROOM AND RUNS UPSTAIRS
MAM CALLS UP THE STAIRS AFTER LILY
MAM
What about your tea? I’ll bring it up in a bit? 
MAM SHOUTS TO DAD
MAM
What did you say that for?
DAD
What? you told me to ask her how she is?
MAM GOES TO THE KITCHEN MUTTERING TO HERSELF
MAM
You always say the wrong thing Dai, now look what you’ve done
DAD ROLLS HIS EYES AND MUTTERS 

DAD
What I’ve done? Can’t do anything bloody right, I can’t.

 HE CARRIES ON WATCHING THE TELEVISION


CUT TO
INT 				THE BATHROOM 				AFTERNOON
LILY DOESN’T ANSWER. SHE SLAMS THE BATHROOM DOOR AND RUNS THE SHOWER. THE HOT WATER STEAMS UP THE ROOM AND SHE SITS ON THE TOILET SEAT. SHE OPENS HER HAND BAG AND TAKES OUT A PREGNANCY TEST 
CUT TO
INT 				THE KITCHEN 				AFTERNOON
MAM HAS A SAUCEPAN OF BOILING WATER ON THE COOKER IT IS STEAMING UP THE WINDOWS, THEN SHE TAKES OUT A PACKET OF SPAGHETTI	
CUT TO
INT 				THE BATHROOM 				AFTERNOON
THE ROOM IS SO FULL OF STEAM THAT LILY’S HAIR IS CURLING AND HER FACE IS RED HOT. SHE SITS AND CHECKS HER WATCH FOR THE TIME
CUT TO
INT 				THE KITCHEN 				AFTERNOON
THE KITCHEN HAS STEAMED UP SO THAT MAM IS HOT AND BOTHERED OVER THE PAN OF WATER. MAM CHECKS THE CLOCK FOR THE TIME

CUT TO
INT 				THE BATHROOM 				AFTERNOON
THE BLUE LINE APPEARS ON THE TEST AND LILY BURSTS INTO TEARS AND SCREAMS 
LILY
OH NOOOOOOO!
CUT TO
INT 				THE KITCHEN 				AFTERNOON
THE WATER BOILS OVER AND HOT WATER SPLASHES OVER MAM’S HAND.SHE SCREAMS
MAM
OH NOOOOOOO!

CUT TO

SIX MONTHS LATER
INT 		LILY’S HOUSE LIVING ROOM 		DAY

ALED IS HOME. HE HAS BROKEN HIS ANKLE AND HAS TO COME OUT OF THE ARMY? 
1 LILY WATCHES ALED COMING UP THE GARDEN PATH
LILY DECIDES TO TELL ALED THAT SHE IS PREGNANT. SHE THINKS THIS WILL BE GOOD NEWS FOR HIM AND WILL TAKE HIS MIND OFF THE ARMY
SEVEN MONTHS
LILY

CUT TO
				EIGHT MONTHS LATER 
INT 		THE KITCHEN OF LILLY’S PARENTS HOUSE 	DAY
LILLY IS AT THE SINK FILLING THE KETTLE AND ALED IS SITTING AT THE KITCHEN TABLE MAKING TEA. THE RADIO IS PLAYING.
LILLY IS SINGING ALONG TO THE SONG I WANT TO BREAK FREE AS SHE PUTS TEA BAGS IN THE MUGS AND FETCHES THE MILK FROM THE FRIDGE. SHE PUTS A BOWL OF SUGAR AND A SPOON ON THE TABLE INFRONT OF ALED WHO IS READING THE LOCAL PAPER
THE Kettle BOILS AND SHE FILLs TWO MUGS 
LILY
1’m pregnant, Aled.
LILY PULLS AWAY HER JACKET TO REVEAL A BUMP.
ALED
Oh my god, what? How far gone? Aled is in shock he stares at Lilly.
LILY
I’m eight months. The baby is due in April,
ALED
You didn’t say anything. How did you keep this a secret?
NINE MONTHS
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