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[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will focus on comparing and contrasting childhood perspectives from an international context. There will be a clear focus on two different countries which are Wales and Lesotho. These two countries will be compared throughout with clear links of children’s rights embedded throughout the essay. The rights will be in accordance to the United Nations on the Rights of the Child or commonly known as the UNCRC document as both countries have signed the document to recognise these rights that children have. The four main areas in which this essay will look at is the education and pedagogy, language, culture and ethnicity of the two different countries. Throughout will also be clear links of how these areas can affect childhood of children living in these two different countries with clear links in relation to policies to make children’s childhood experiences better. 
Firstly, when comparing and contrasting childhood experiences in two different countries the first question which must be considered is what childhood is defined as. According to Frones ,1998 cited in Waller, 2017) childhood is defined as the period in which a human being is regarded as a child. This includes cultural, economic and social characteristics of this period. UNICEF (2005) further adds that childhood is more than the time between birth and adulthood and includes much more. Childhood is the time where the child should be in school and have time to play, grow strong and confident with the love and encouragement of their family and loved ones (UNICEF, 2005). However, not all children have a childhood as (NSPCC, 2018) suggests that there are numerous different laws within the United Kingdom that specify different age limits in different circumstances. These limits can include child protection; age of consent; and age of criminal responsibility. In relation to this childhood experiences vary across different cultures and places within the world. Human Relations Area Files (2018) highlights this and discusses how approaches across the world to childhood vary from culture and culture and depend on the cultural beliefs of what childhood is. NSPCC (2018) indicates that England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland all have the same cultural beliefs as all countries believe anyone under the age of 18 is regarded as a child. Also, how all these countries have the same legislations and guidance for organisations to help keep children safe (NSPCC, 2018). In addition, a childhood can differ from culture to culture. According to the open university press (2013) a normal childhood for children depends on where they live and where they were born. This idea will be explored throughout the essay focusing on two different countries and explaining the similarities and difference of the chosen countries.
Moreover, the first issue which will be explored is education and pedagogy in the different countries, Mirzoyan (no date) suggests that every nation in the world has some form of an educational system, but those systems vary from nation to nation. Major factors which contribute and affect how an educational system is run is the resources and money of that nation. Therefore, a clear link can be seen when discussing a countries’ wealth as more money means more money invested into the education system. Also, countries who do not have to basic amenities such as running water are unable to support an education system or any formal schooling, therefore this can cause a worldwide inequality in education and is a social concern for many countries (Mirzoyan, no date). According to UNICEF (no date) within the UNCRC within article 28 of the 54 articles all children have the right to an education where the primary level of this is free to all children. Also, how secondary education should be available to all children also. UNICEF (no date) further adds that all children under article 29 should receive an education that allows development in abilities and talents tailored to the child’s needs. However, one question that can arise from what has been detailed above is what happens to children if this education is not obtained.
Regarding to what has been discussed above in relation to education across the globe within Wales today (Ching et al., 2013) highlights that education within Wales is seen to be important and it is believed to be where Britain’s first centre of learning was established in the 6th century. Education in Wales is compulsory from the ages of 5-16, with approximately 466,500 children attending state schools. Although, schooling is compulsory from this age children within Wales children can attend a flying start initiative established by the Welsh Government to tackle inequality in disadvantaged areas within Wales (Welsh Government, 2017a). The flying start initiative was established for children under the age of three to allow children to gain the same opportunities and skills needed to go into a school setting (Welsh Government, 2017a). When compared to Lesotho Wales’s educational system is successful as it has been an ongoing strategy within Wales has been seen to have a positive impact on tackling poverty issues within the country (Education Policy and Data Centre, 2012). Although, Lesotho has seen a more recent change in the educational system as in 2010, parliament established the education act which sets out to make compulsory primary education free to all school aged children. In Lesotho children start school at the official age of 6 years old and go through a seven-grade system within the primary sector of education. Primary education is split in two as is secondary being lower and upper of both streams of education (Education Policy and Date Centre, 2012). Therefore, the two countries have different views one education as children start at different ages. This can suggest that education varies from country to country. This can affect children as it can be suggested that children within Wales have more educational opportunities than those of children in Lesotho.
Also, linked to educational systems is the pedagogy used by both countries. Within Wales (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009) implies that the focus on pedagogy is to make sure that the teaching learners are receiving within Wales has a positive and sustained outcome. The pedagogy used in Wales allows learners to achieve high quality outcomes by becoming engaged and motivated in the learning (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009). A tool used by educators in Wales to help with pedagogy is the reflective practice model which has four keys areas to help educators understand the pedagogy. Three areas which are standalone areas are the learning process, the teaching strategies and relationships and environment. Also, one area which over laps all three is enhanced learner outcomes and well-being. This model has been implemented to allow educators to understand that these four elements will allow learners to achieve outcomes and well-being (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). The model used by educators in Wales is not the pedagogy itself however, the pedagogy used within wales for early childhood is the Foundation Phase which targets children 3-7 years old (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). The Foundation Phase aims to meet the needs of children’s holistic development and allow children to develop skills by building on previous experiences and knowledge. Also, key points highlighted through this pedagogical style is children learn through first hand experiences meaning children learn through play and this is embedded within this document. This play can be carried out indoors and outdoors and this is also embedded through this pedagogical style (Welsh Government, 2015).
However, not all pedagogies are based on play like Wales there are many out there based on the education itself rather than how children learn the skills. In comparison to Wales the educational pedagogy is different in Lesotho. According to (International Business Publications USA, no date) education within Lesotho is given a large sum of money to improve outcomes. Within Lesotho educators must follow the educational policy based on the syllabuses developed through the National Development Curriculum Centre (World Data on Education, 2007). Although more recently, Lesotho has worked to make the educational system better for children. The Ministry of Education and Training has introduced a new integrated primary school curriculum for children, designed to respond to ever changing needs in this country. This curriculum pedagogy is based on equipping children with the skills needed for the ever-changing issues (Ministry of Education and Training, 2008).  Similarly, to Wales the integrated curriculum within Lesotho aims to teach children the knowledge, attitudes, values and skills on a chosen subject (Ministry of Education and Training, 2008). Even though the integrated curriculum and the education aims to be accessible to all this is not the case in Lesotho as recent research found that not all children have the same access to core subjects such as maths and English (Moloi, 2009). This is not the case when compared to Wales as all children have access to math and English as from the ages of 7 and above children are required to take literacy and numeracy tests to determine abilities and to see if children need extra support in the subjects (The School Run, 2018). Therefore, pedagogies and educational systems and approaches differ from country and country. Also, how both countries do have similarities but have vast differences which set them apart.
In addition, associated with education and pedagogy is the language spoken by each country. This can be the language the child uses at home or in school. Therefore, within the UNCRC’s article’s 12 and 13 clear emphasise is on the rights of the child expressing views and opinions on matters that will influence decisions made about the child’s life (Potter and Whittaker, 2001 cited in Jones and Walker, 2011). This can suggest that children have the right to express views and opinions in the language that best suits the child. UNICEF (2016) indicates that within Lesotho two languages are spoken and taught to children. The language native to the country of Lesotho is Sesotho and approximately 99% of people speak it therefore, Lesotho is described as a monolingual country meaning that most people only speak one language (UNICEF, 2016: Rosenberg and Weisfelder, 2013). However, not only Sesotho is spoken in the country (UNICEF, 2016) suggests that English is also present within the country. English is present in the country due to Lesotho becoming part of the British colony in 1871 and later became an independent state in 1966. Therefore, during this time English became part of the culture and is on the languages used today (Kamwangamalu and Moyo, 2003). Within education today children are taught the native language of Sesotho in the early stages however, once children reach 7th grade and up children are taught through the medium of English. English within Lesotho is mainly spoken through the means of education, governments and administration, diplomacy and international business transactions. Whereas, the native language is mainly used today as a means of communication and passed down from generation to generation (Kamwangamalu and Moyo, 2003). English is taught to children as the language is portrayed as the language of prestige and economic opportunity meaning that is believed within Lesotho if a child learns English it will have a positive impact on their future as new opportunities will be available due to the language (UNICEF, 2016). Lesotho has two languages spoken and this is similar when compared to Wales as English is spoken in both countries however, Wales also has a native language which is spoken by many and used in streams of education.
Although in Wales today most people can speak English the Welsh language is still thriving (Welsh Government, 2018a: Welsh Government, 2018b). The Welsh language continues to thrive with approximately 19% of the population speaking the language that is roughly half a million-people speaking the language. The Welsh language is the native language of Wales and is used by many people daily as a means of communication. Although Welsh is a thriving language a new strategy has been implemented by the Welsh Government to aim for more Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2018a: Welsh Government, 2018b). This strategy put in place is called ‘Cymraeg 2050’ which is a whole Wales strategy to increase the number of Welsh speakers across the country. One key element included in the strategy to increase the language is early introduction of welsh to children in the educational system that aims to provide welsh skills to all (Welsh Government, 2017b). This affects children today as Welsh as a first or second language is compulsory for children aged five and over and was embedded into the curriculum in 1989 (Hofkins, 2017). Unlike Lesotho when comparing the two countries Wales has advantage when it comes to language as Wales is classed as a bilingual country (Tinsley and Board, 2015). This can affect children living in Wales today as there are two main streams of education through the medium of English and Welsh. However, children who attend English medium schools are exposed to incidental Welsh every day and use it through the means of play and work daily (City and County of Swansea, 2014: Welsh Government, 2018b). Therefore, this can suggest unlike Lesotho the native language or mother tong of Wales is used by many who live there in education and everyday life. With an estimated quarter of children in Wales being taught through the medium of Welsh this highlights that the Welsh language is on the increase in Wales today (Brand, 2017). This can affect children living in Wales as children are exposed to two languages which will open more up more opportunities for future as compared to Lesotho children have no choice from a certain age but to abandon the mother tong of the country. This may have long term lasting effects on children’s development.
Furthermore, linked to language is ethnicity as the two are joined together. Ethnicity is an important factor to consider when comparing two different countries as each ethnic group has specific needs that are related to language and culture which help with matters such as health issues (NHS Wales, no date). Also, when discussing diversity, a key point to highlight is not what makes the countries different but what the individuals of the groups feel describe their identity. I identity answer many questions for people and allows individuals to learn about cultural heritage from their country (Hicks and Holden, 2007). When looking at the two different countries of Lesotho and Wales both countries are rich in culture and heritage dating back years which have had an impact on lives of individuals today. When examining ethnicity in Wales the country has one tradition celebrated annually to mark a memorable figure within the Welsh history. The day know as Saint David’s day which is celebrated by welsh people on the 1st of March which is a day where the tradition of wearing welsh costumes, leeks and daffodils occurs to celebrate Saint David the patron saint of Wales (Jones, 2018). This affects children in Wales as girls are encouraged to wear the traditional little welsh girl’s costumes with a daffodil on whereas, boys are encouraged to wear a rugby shirt with a leek as a symbol (Johnson, no date). In comparison to Wales Lesotho also has a day of celebration which highlights the ethnic background of the country and sheds some light on the culture of the country. According to the archival platform (2012) Lesotho celebrates a day annually also which is the celebration of King Moshoeshoe and known as Moshoeshoe Day and is celebrated on 11th of March. The day aims to rebuild and unite the country of Lesotho by bringing the people together to celebrate the culture associated with the country (Archival Platform, no date). Every child within these two countries have the right to celebrate these traditional days of the countries and this is emphasised through article 30 of the UNCRC as the article discusses how children who belong to minority ethnic group have the right to share language, culture and religion with other people from that ethnic group (Children’s and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2018).
Additionally, associated with culture and ethnicity is religion and that can become part of someone’s identity. Both countries have different views on religion and religious beliefs. According to Gearon (2003) religion has always had political consequences. Since the evolution of the United Nations some religions blended harmoniously whereas, other did not and clashed violently (Gearon, 2003). Religion can affect children in both countries as the two countries follow the UNCRC rules on the rights of the child. Therefore, within article 14 the UNCRC indicates that every child has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Jones and Walker, 2011). This highlights that within the two countries children have a choice in religious beliefs and this should be respected by the countries. However, in Lesotho there is a vast number of religious beliefs with Christianity being the most dominant religion. There are numerous other religions but the government strive for the people of Lesotho to have freedom in religion and choose what is best for them (US Department of state, 2005). In contrast to Wales religion is not seen as important as it is in Lesotho as (IWA, no date) suggests that one in ten people in Wales attend church or chapel regularly. Also, that most people in Wales consider themselves to be Christian but do not actively demonstrate the belief in God. One key point highlighted through the census however, was that 1 in every 6 people in Wales considered themselves to have no religion at all that is approximately 18.5% of the population (IWA, 2005). 
Since both countries are associated with the United Nations, human rights issues regarding religion have been implemented with a focus on international acts which contribute positively to religion (Gearon, 2003). The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 embeds that everyone regardless of where they are from should be treated equally. Therefore, within article 1 it discusses how all human beings are born free and equal and have equal rights (United Nations, no date; Gearon, 2003). Within Wales today the equality act of 2010 is followed as it states that nobody should be discriminated against due to religion or belief (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2017). This can affect children as children in Wales are free to have a choice in the religious beliefs without being penalised for it. This allows children the time to explore religions and choose what they believe in. However, this is not the case in all places today as each country has different policies on certain issues. In Lesotho measures have been put in place to improve human rights within the country to help improve the lives of the people who live there (United Nations, 2014). This emphasises that children in Lesotho unlike Wales are growing up in ever changing government which means that they may not have the same ease of feeling to explore religions and beliefs. Therefore, even though both countries are part of the United Nations both have different views on religion and beliefs which can cause impacts on children’s lives.
In relation to the discussion above, one measure put in place by the government of Lesotho to have a positive impact on children’s lives in the improvements in the health system by working on the health and social welfare development plan. The government aims to improve the plan and work towards making improvements in services for HIV/AIDS as this is an ongoing issue in Lesotho today (United Nations,2014). However, when comparing health services to Wales children have far better health care services as children have access to free health service by the NHS. This service aims to give children in Wales free prescriptions, optic services and dental care (Gov, 2016). What has been discussed above can highlight the differences in childhood’s in the two different countries as Wales in far more advanced in the healthcare services when compared to Lesotho. Health as a topic can just highlight the differences in childhood experiences between the two countries. 
To conclude this paper, although regarding some issues the two countries are similar it has been highlighted through this paper that Wales and Lesotho have different ideas when it comes to some matters. This paper has shown that being a child in these two different countries is vastly different and both come with advantages and disadvantages. The advantages and disadvantages that have been discussed have been associated with language, culture and ethnicity and education and pedagogy and how these impact children in the different countries. Clear points about children’s rights and the policies put in place to ensure rights are being met have been embedded within this essay. The essay has clearly highlighted how children experience different childhood’s depending on if they come from Wales or Lesotho.
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