



Attendance Note
Date of Attendance: 30th April 2026
Fee Earner: Jade Brown (Trainee Solicitor)
Nature of Attendance: Initial Client Interview
Time Spent: 20 minutes

CLIENT DETAILS
Name: Mr Ron Roland
Mr Roland is the brother of the deceased, Dawn Evans. He is retired and intends to administer the estate personally to minimise costs but requires initial legal advice regarding the administration of the estate.

BACKGROUND
Mr Roland confirmed that Dawn Evans (“the Deceased”) died on 1 April 2026.
It is noted that the firm’s initial instructions record the date of death as 1 March 2026. This discrepancy will require clarification.
Mr Roland registered the death and has obtained three death certificates, which he paid for personally.
The Deceased was previously married to Colin Evans, however the marriage ended in divorce in 2011.
The Deceased had one child only, Paul Evans (aged 45), who is married to Helen. They have two children:
· Gail Evans (aged 19)
· Seren Evans (aged 16) 
The Deceased’s siblings are:
· Ron Roland (aged 65), married to Elena Roland, with one son, John Roland (aged 38)
· Carys Knight (aged 75), the Deceased’s twin sister, who is widowed
Carys Knight has two children:
· Fiona Knight (aged 36) 
· Jack Knight (aged 36), who survived the Deceased but died shortly thereafter, leaving a widow, Maureen, and no children. 
WILL AND DOCUMENTATION
The Deceased executed a will dated 12 June 2004.
Mr Roland confirmed that:
· He has located the original will at the Deceased’s property 
· No subsequent will has been made 
No evidence was identified of any Lasting Power of Attorney having been executed. It is noted that any such power would cease upon the death of the donor pursuant to the Mental Capacity Act 2005.
EXECUTORS
The will appoints the following executors:
· Colin Evans 
· Ron Roland 
· Carys Knight 
Due to the divorce between the Deceased and Colin Evans, the effect of section 18a of the Wills Act 1837 is that Colin Evans is treated as having predeceased the Deceased for the purposes of the will.
Accordingly, Colin Evans cannot act as executor. Mr Roland may therefore act as sole executor. As personal representative, he will be responsible for administering the estate in accordance with the Administration of Estates Act 1925.
Mr Roland advised that Carys Knight does not wish to act due to personal circumstances and the recent passing of her son Jack.
It was therefore advised that Mr Roland may act as sole executor.
ESTATE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
Assets
· Property at 99 Castle Street – approx. £250,000 (no mortgage) 
· NatWest current account – approx. £3,000 
· HSBC savings account – approx. £10,000 
· Santander savings account – approx. £5,000 
· Life insurance policy – £10,000 payable to the estate/personal representatives 
· Personal chattels – approx. £2,000 
Liabilities
· Funeral expenses – £5,100, paid by Mr Roland 
· Minor credit card liability anticipated 
Mr Roland confirmed that the Deceased had made no substantial lifetime gifts.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ESTATE
Specific Gifts
1) Carriage Clock (to Paul Evans)
The carriage clock had been stolen prior to the Deceased’s death.
This gift therefore fails by reason of ademption, as the subject matter of the gift was no longer part of the estate at the date of death (Sawyer and Spero, 2015, p.183).
1) £500 to Gail and Seren Evans
· Gail Evans (19) is entitled to receive her gift immediately 
· Seren Evans (16), being a minor, cannot take legal title 
Accordingly, Seren’s gift will be held on the statutory trusts for minors by the personal representatives until she reaches the age of 18, pursuant to The Trustee Act 1925, (Nuttall, 2023).
2)  500 Shares in ABC plc (to John Roland)
The Deceased had sold the shares prior to death.
This gift therefore fails by reason of ademption.
Residuary Estate
The residue of the estate is left to the children of Carys Knight who survive the Deceased and attain the age of 21.
At the date of death:
· Fiona Knight survived the Deceased 
· Jack Knight also survived the Deceased but died shortly thereafter 
As Jack survived the Deceased, his entitlement vested and therefore his share passes to his estate, rather than failing (Hedlund, 2024).
Accordingly, the residuary estate will be distributed:
· 50% to Fiona Knight 
· 50% to the estate of Jack Knight 

INHERITANCE TAX
The estate has an estimated value of approximately £278,000.
Under the Inheritance Tax Act 1984:
· The nil rate band is £325,000 
· Inheritance tax is payable at 40% on the value above this threshold 
As the value of the estate falls below the nil rate band, it is unlikely that inheritance tax will be payable.
No spouse exemption applies as the Deceased was divorced
This is subject to confirmation once full valuations of all assets are obtained.

PROBATE AND ADMINISTRATION
Mr Roland was advised that the administration of the estate will involve:
1. Confirming the full extent and value of the estate 
2. Completing inheritance tax documentation 
3. Applying for a Grant of Probate 
4. Collecting in the estate assets 
5. Paying liabilities and expenses 
6. Distributing the estate in accordance with the will 
It was emphasised that the original will of Dawn Evans be lodged with the Probate Registry
FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED
· Confirmation of the correct date of death 
· Exact balances of all bank accounts 
· Confirmation that no additional assets or liabilities exist 
ADVICE GIVEN
Mr Roland was advised that:
· He may act as sole executor 
· The gifts of the carriage clock and shares fail due to ademption 
· Seren Evans’ gift will be held on trust until she reaches 18 
· Jack Knight’s share of the residue passes to his estate 
· Inheritance tax is unlikely to be payable 
CLIENT INSTRUCTIONS
Mr Roland confirmed that he intends to administer the estate personally.
He requested that a written letter of advice be sent confirming:
· The position regarding executors 
· The distribution of the estate 
· Whether inheritance tax is payable 
PROPOSED ACTION BY FIRM
· Draft and issue a letter of advice 
· Provide further assistance if required 


PROPOSED ACTION BY CLIENT
· Confirm exact balances of accounts 
· Provide documentation if required 
· Proceed with probate application 
Signed:
Jade Brown (Trainee Solicitor)
Date: 30th of April 2026
Supervisor: Ida Matthews
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I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
