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Compare and contrast the treatment of Jupiter in at least three primary source documents
Word Count: 2 165


This essay compares and contrasts the treatment of Jupiter in The Anthology, Book I, by Vettius Valens (c. 120–175); The Abbreviation of the Introduction to Astrology, written by Abu Ma’shar (787–886); and The Combination of Stellar Influences by Reinhold Ebertin (1901–1988).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Vettius Valens, Anthologies Book I, trans. by Mark T. Riley (2010): <http://www.csus.edu/indiv/r/rileymt/ vettius%20valens%20entire.pdf> [accessed 4 May 2018], [hereafter Valens, Anthology I]; Abu Ma’shar, The Abbreviation of the Introduction to Astrology, Together with the Medieval Latin Translation of Adelard of Bath, ed. and trans. by Charles Burnett, Keiji Yamamoto and Michio Yano (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1994), [hereafter Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation]; Reinhold Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, trans. by Dr Alfred G. Roosedale and Linda Kratzch (Tempe, Arizona: American Federation of Astrologers, Inc., 2000), [hereafter Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences].] 


The key characteristics ascribed to Jupiter vary across the readings, reflecting not only the historical context of astrological authorship and interpretive methodologies, but also the development, structure and functioning of human society. Planetary combinations including Jupiter are considered as a point of common ground among the authors, despite their varying interpretations. Referring to Vettius Valens’ Anthology, astrologer Robert Hand (1942–) has noted that ‘planetary triples are not commonly delineated elsewhere in ancient or medieval literature up until the 20th Century before the works of [Alfred] Witte and [Reinhold] Ebertin. The only exception that I am aware of is one of the writings of Abu Ma’shar, who delineated all combinations …’.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Vettius Valens, The Anthology, Book I, trans. by Robert Schmidt, ed. by Robert Hand, Project Hindsight Greek Track (Berkley Springs: Golden Hind Press, 1993), ii.] 

Common to all the sources is reference to Jupiter’s benevolence, which is a quality that has held from Babylonian times through to the modern day. Classical mythology formed the basis for attributing personalities to each of the planets, thereby contributing to their astrological meaning.[footnoteRef:3] Planets were referred to by different names in different historical periods, and the Greek star of Zeus was converted to the Roman (Latin) Jupiter, which is still recognised in modern texts.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Campion, Nicholas, A History of Western Astrology, Volume I: The Ancient World (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2013), [hereafter Campion, A History of Western Astrology I], 217.]  [4:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology I, 218.] 

Vettius Valens, a working astrologer and teacher, received formal astrological training possibly in Alexandria. Between 150 and 175 he wrote the Anthology – a distinct contrast to the encyclopaedic Tetrabiblos written by his contemporary, Claudius Ptolemy. Most classical astrological texts were written in Greek, but they were the products of a cultural climate that connected Babylon to Greece and Egypt.[footnoteRef:5] According to Nicholas Campion, ‘[Vettius Valens’] work was transmitted to the Byzantines and from there to the Persians and the Islamic world, from where it re-entered medieval Europe.’[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology I, 178.]  [6:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology I, 216.] 

In the first section of the Anthology, titled ‘The Nature of the Stars’, Valens offered a detailed interpretation of Jupiter:

[In a nativity] Jupiter indicates childbearing, engendering, desire, loves, political ties, acquaintance, friendships with great men, prosperity, salaries, great gifts, an abundance of crops, justice, offices, officeholding, ranks, authority over temples, arbitrations, trusts, inheritance, brotherhood, fellowship, beneficence, the secure possession of goods, relief from troubles, release from bonds, freedom, deposits in trust, money, stewardships. Of the external body parts it rules the thighs and the feet. (Consequently in the games Jupiter governs the race.) Of the internal parts it rules the sperm, the uterus, the liver, the parts of the right side. Of materials, it rules tin. It is of the day sect. In colour it is grey verging on white and is sweet in taste.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Valens, Anthology I, 1.] 


Unlike Ptolemy, who followed a naturalistic tradition in describing the qualities of the planets, Valens described their associations in the chain of being.[footnoteRef:8] A web of relationships resulted from the subdivision of the signs of the zodiac, of which Jupiter was designated the ruler of Sagittarius and Pisces, although Valens did not expressly state this in his description of Pisces in ‘The Nature of the Twelve Zodiacal Signs’. Of Sagittarius, Valens wrote: [8:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology I, 210.] 


Sagittarius is the house of Jupiter, masculine, fiery, upward-trending, vocal, moist because of the constellation Argo, noble, winged, changeable, bicorporeal, two-natured, mysterious, with few offspring, half-finished <=childless?>, governing, kingly. Men born under this sign are noble, just, great-hearted, judges, generous, loving their brothers and their friends. They lose much of their original possessions but gain them back. They are superior to their enemies, seek a noble reputation, are benefactors, prominent, and act mysteriously …[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Valens, Anthology I, 5.] 


Valens impressed on his readers to take an oath ‘to keep these things secret and not to impart them to the unlearned or the uninitiated’.[footnoteRef:10] While interpreting constellations for individuals can be traced back to Babylonian and Assyrian times, prophecies during the early 1st century were ordinarily reserved for nobility, which may offer an explanation for Valens’ insistence on secrecy. For Reinhold Ebertin, ‘any inferences made from the destiny of the king as read in the constellations would then be rendered applicable to the king’s subjects and realm as a whole’.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology I, 216.]  [11:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 6.] 

Beyond the basic structural features of horoscopic astrology, Valens’ detailed technical structure enabled precise readings, including time-lord systems and a system for calculating houses, and anchored the theoretical structure in the natural world, referencing the four elements. Valens’ adherence to a Stoic theory of immutable fate allowed room for the individual to negotiate their relationship with it.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology I, 216-217.] 

Persian astrologer and Islamic philosopher, Abu Ma’shar, was introduced to astrology by Al-Kindi (c. 795–866/870), who was known as the ‘first philosopher’, highlighting his reputation for leading the translation of classical texts into Arabic.[footnoteRef:13] Abu Ma’shar’s Introduction to the Science of the Judgement of the Stars, known in the Middle Ages as Maius Introductorium (Greater Introduction) was translated into Latin by Herman of Carinthia in 1140. The Abbreviation of the Introduction was translated into Latin by Adelard of Bath in the early 12th century.[footnoteRef:14] As such, Abu Ma’shar had a significant influence on the development of Western astrology. His description of Jupiter offered a shift in emphasis from that of Valens: [13:  ‘Under his Latin name, Albumazar, Abu Ma’shar was one of the best known astrologers in the Middle Ages in both the Islamic world and the Christian West, rated on a par with Masha’allah and the second-century Greek polymath Claudius Ptolemy.’ Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Volume II: The Medieval and Modern Worlds (New York: Continuum International Publishing Group, 2012), [hereafter Campion, A History of Western Astrology II], xvii.]  [14:  ‘Every European scholar from the late 12th to the 16th century would have known Abu Ma’shar and considered his view of history to be more or less accurate. They may have disputed the detail, but the notion that God’s plan unfolded in line with long-term planetary cycles was broadly accepted as given.’ Campion, A History of Western Astrology II, 61.] 


Jupiter is a benefic and its nature is hot and moist, airy and moderate. It indicates the soul which nourishes, life, children, grandchildren, embryos, wise men, judges between men, the explanation of dreams, trustworthiness, truth, virtue; religion, piety, good report, tolerance, zeal; victory, conquering, nobility, kings, great men, appetite for wealth, luck in character; the giving of alms, generosity, help to men in things, love of buildings and magnificent residences, trust in his promise; jesting, joking, adornment and much love-making.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 61, 63.] 


Although Abu Ma’shar’s reasoning could be regarded as Aristotelian, his astrology was mathematically precise, derived from the Pythagorean strand of Platonism. This suggested that inter alia society, politics and religion could be reduced to mathematically regulated planetary cycles, which was a potentially dangerous, heretical scenario at the time.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York: New York University Press, 2012), [hereafter Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions], 184.] 

As a point of comparison with Valens’ description of Sagittarius, Abu Ma’shar wrote:

Sagittarius is the house of Jupiter, and the exaltation of the Tail is in its third degree. It has three decans: the first decan belongs to Mercury, the second to the Moon, the third to Saturn. It is masculine, diurnal, bicorporal; daylight is at its shortest in its latter part; of incomplete figure, upright, possessing two natures, cut in two parts; the first part in human form, royal, noble; the second part possesses four feet which have hooves. To it belong beasts of prey and insects of the earth; having few children, half-voiced, master of stratagem, cunning. To it of the body of man are the two thighs. To it of countries are Baghdad and al-Ğibāl, Isfahān, the places of the Herpads, and the murmering songs of the fire-worshippers.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 21.] 


The Latin translation adds to this description: ‘Its nature is hot and dry, fiery, of yellow bile; its taste is acid’, which raises the issue of reliability of the translation.[footnoteRef:18] However, the editors note that the Arabic–Latin translation has been edited, and reason that this illustrates the form of text known to Latin-reading astrologers, offering further evidence of the nature of the Arabic text and ‘occasionally helping to establish the correct reading’.[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 99.]  [19:  Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, viii.] 

The sixth chapter of the Abbreviation offers a summary of the description of the lots. Unlike the Arabic translation, the Latin version has no apparent role for Jupiter, except in the lot of fathers, where it is indicated that Jupiter may replace Saturn.[footnoteRef:20] Several lots are missing from the Latin translation as well as specific references to Valens that appear in the Arabic translation.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 133.]  [21:  A summary of the description of the lots/cehem is given in Chapter 6/Sixth Discourse of the translated Arabic and Latin texts respectively (see Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 71-79, 129-136). There are other discrepancies in the Latin translation, which has additional text on the terms, ninth-parts, dark, shadowy and bright degrees, masculine and feminine degrees, wells and excesses (see Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 139-143). For omitted references to Valens, see the descriptions for the lot of marriage of men and the lot of marriage of women (Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 75, 131).] 

Although a distinct feature of Persian astrology was the system of historiography based on Jupiter-Saturn cycles, this was not discussed by Abu Ma’shar in the Abbreviation.[footnoteRef:22] Together with the teachings on Jupiter-Saturn conjunctions, the philosophy of medieval astrology was imported from the Islamic world.[footnoteRef:23] Also of note is that, during this period, a horoscope was no longer cast solely for nobility, but also for other significant persons such as bishops, popes, ministers and wealthy merchants.[footnoteRef:24] According to Nicolas Campion, the ‘revolutionary consequences of the translations of the twelfth century on European cosmology – and intellectual thought in general – cannot be underestimated. … In each period the scholarly consensus about humanity’s relationship with the cosmos altered dramatically, with results that filtered through to the rest of society.[footnoteRef:25] [22:  ‘The fundamental premise was that the nature of any Jupiter-Saturn conjunction, on which was based its use as a forecasting mechanism, was indicated by the horoscope cast for the preceding spring equinox, the date every year when the sun entered Aries. The logic was that, at this moment, a new cycle of time began, within which all possibilities for that cycle were contained.’ Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, 183.]  [23:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology II, 61.]  [24:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 7.]  [25:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology II, 43.] 

Twentieth century astrologer and teacher, Reinhold Ebertin, defined cosmobiology as ‘a scientific discipline concerned with the possible correlations between cosmos and organic life and the effect of cosmic rhythms and stellar motion on man, with all his potentials and dispositions, his character, and the possible turns of fate; it also researches these correlations and effects as mirrored by the earth’s plan and animal life as a whole’.[footnoteRef:26] He noted a growing awareness and interest in horoscopes, which he concluded to mean that an increasing number of people were concerned about their character, personality and fate.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 11.]  [27:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 5.] 

Ebertin’s The Combination of Stellar Influences was first published in German in 1940, and is regarded as a standard reference work for the ‘reliable and conscientious interpretation’ of cosmograms and planetary configurations.[footnoteRef:28] A major difference in Ebertin’s astrology is that he combined a 90° circle method of charting with the traditional 360° zodiac.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 35.]  [29:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 229.] 

According to Ebertin, both positive and negative interpretations could develop simultaneously for any planetary configuration.[footnoteRef:30] He offered interpretations of the planets according to principle and psychological, biological and sociological correspondences before going on to describe their positions in houses and signs. His description of Jupiter reads: [30:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 14.] 


Principle: Harmony, law, religion
Psychological correspondences:
+ The urge to expand or extend, enlargement, ownership or possession, satisfaction, harmony, justice, constructive inclinations, optimism, a social sense, moral and religious aspirations, the faculty to survey the whole
– Disharmony, injustice, quarrelsome, antisocial conduct, amoral behaviour, immorality, the craving for pleasure, greed, a materialistic attitude towards life
Biological correspondences: The organ, the blood. The functions of nutrition, corpulence. The liver, the gall. The climacteric years.
Sociological correspondences: Officials, civil servants, judiciary, ecclesiastical and bank representatives. Wealthy persons, people of religious and moral character and standing. Fortune hunters.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 55.] 


Whereas Valens was immersed in meticulously recording aspects of daily life, Ebertin indicated that statements should only be seen as suggestions for the interpretation of the combinations. In other words, they were not immutable and firmly established rules.[footnoteRef:32] Despite this, he went on to state that it was necessary to correlate the elements of interpretation arising from various configurations in the same way that scientific formulae interconnect.[footnoteRef:33] With the exception of the chapter on ‘The Yearly Rhythm as a Basis for Interpretation’, and the sections on the significance of sun, moon, planets, ascendant, midheaven, moon’s node, in the signs and houses, Ebertin offered no interpretations in relation to the houses.[footnoteRef:34] [32:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 229.]  [33:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 13.]  [34:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 34.] 

According to Ebertin, a natal constellation could only be seen and properly interpreted for character and psychological purposes with knowledge of the person’s history.[footnoteRef:35] The interpretations of planetary constellations were intended to provide insight into an individual’s disposition, capabilities, aspects of character and possibilities of fate – essentially a synthesis of ancient astrological tradition and modern psychological conceptions.[footnoteRef:36] Referring to the yearly rhythm as a basis for interpretation, Ebertin described Sagittarius (the house of Jupiter) solely according to season, psychological correspondences and house.[footnoteRef:37] [35:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 11.]  [36:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 11.]  [37:  ‘Season (monthly period): Nature in hibernation, the advent season; Psychological correspondence: Cultivation of the inner of spiritual side of life, meditation and dreaming, hopeful planning and striving, the urge for motion or action, expansion; House IX: The spiritual life, religion.’ Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 42.] 

Ebertin related both positive and negative facets of Jupiter in each of the signs, and offered more attitudinal descriptors compared to Valens’ keywords. For example, whereas Valens attributed ‘experienced, masculine, imperious and in general having leadership qualities, active, eminent, with no mean traits’ to Jupiter in Leo, Ebertin’s positive description was ‘great self-confidence, large-scale planning, a conscious desire to lead is combined with popularity; love of luxury and pleasure’, and his negative description ‘self-admiration, vanity, neglect of the inner life, speculation’.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 55.] 

In the source documents selected for this essay, only Valens and Ebertin offer descriptions of star combinations. Here, the differences are noticeable in the way that not only Jupiter, but all of the planets are treated, with Ebertin providing more detailed, contemporary commentary, and including additional combinations with the outer planets. This reflects his stated aim: ‘In contrast to tradition, which more or less wants to give interpretations of destiny, it is my endeavour to interpret destiny from the somatophysical disposition or make-up of a person.’[footnoteRef:39] For Ebertin, sociological relationships developed logically from the principle under consideration and from the psychological correspondence.[footnoteRef:40] [39:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 12.]  [40:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 21.] 

Another point of difference, this time between Ebertin and Abu Ma’shar, surrounds orbs. According to Abu Ma’shar, each planet had ‘power over a certain number of degrees before and after it’; for Jupiter this is 9°.[footnoteRef:41] For Ebertin, the constellations indicated in a cosmogram spanned several personal points by way of a half-sum, which required the definition of a smaller orb than traditionally used for aspects. He recommended an orb of 5° in a radical chart, whereas the orbs of half-sums ‘for the most exact aspects of potential and discharge possible, in the “classical” sense’, ranged from 1.5° to a maximum of 3°.[footnoteRef:42] [41:  Abu Ma’shar, Abbreviation, 35.]  [42:  Ebertin, The Combination of Stellar Influences, 20, 27.] 

In summary, the key descriptors of Jupiter have varied according to each author, but the reasons for this may be situated in the historical context, the use of terms appropriate to the astrological audience of each period, and the methodology used to both create and delineate charts at the time of writing.
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