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Astrology Popularity in Brazil: Researching Among Religious Groups in Rio de Janeiro 



Do people like astrology because they believe in predictions or because they like to question and think that we, human beings, are not so purposeless wandering through space? ‘I don’t believe in astrology, but I am rather fond of it’, says Davidson in the London review books in 2004. ‘In the first place, I like to be reminded that things are happening in the solar system. If Neil Spencer didn’t tell me in the Observer that Mercury was retrograde - i.e. moving up to overtake us on this inside lane - I would have no idea that Mercury was doing anything at all in our blinded night sky, going forwards, going backwards, or indulging in figures of eight. Anything could be happening out here. The Earth could be lost in space.’[footnoteRef:1] Whether the purpose is a reminder that human knowledge is not enough to answer all the questions we, ourselves, carry along about life, astrology seems to amaze different audiences from different generations. But, indeed, as Davidson cleverly approached, maybe for some, the reason to maintain contact with this informational flux has much more to do with its immediate effects on one’s notion of reality rather than on the questions of its causes. [1:  Davidson, J., 2004. I told you so! Review of The Road to Delphi: The Life and Afterlife of Oracles by Wood, M. London Review of Books [Online] vol.26 no.23 pp.12-18. Available from www.lrb.co.uk/v26/n23/james-davidson/i-told-you-so
[last accessed 10 May 2019].] 


It is expected that this kind of dilemma of meaning comes along as the matter of belief in astrology emerges. Campion, paraphrasing Eliade remembers that ‘the discovery that your life is related to astral phenomena does confer a new meaning on your existence. The horoscope reveals to you a new dignity: it shows how intimately you are related to the entire universe’ [footnoteRef:2] , suggesting that for some, it seems astrology lies between what you think you know and what is really there to be known. Still following Campions analysis, an another important quote, from Hill, comes along saying that the function of astrology is ‘to keep the world sacred’[footnoteRef:3]. But, what if the public to be studied on this matter already carries some other platform where to dispose this worlds sacredness? Would they be drawn to the subject the same way?  [2:  Campion, Nicholas, 'Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology', PhD Thesis, University of the West of England, 2004. Chapter 09, page 189.]  [3:  Campion, Nicholas, 'Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology', PhD Thesis, University of the West of England, 2004. Chapter 09, page 190.] 


In this project the phenomena of popular belief in Astrology will be investigated in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, but concentrating itself among four religious groups. The groups to be analysed are divided by creed: Catholicism, Spiritism, Spiritualism and Judaism. Some previous researches on the subject will be used as guidelines, including the analysis made by Wuthnow[footnoteRef:4] , Feher’s article[footnoteRef:5] which questions the first one and two of the three hypothesis proposed by Bauer and Durant[footnoteRef:6]. The belief in astrology will then be analysed not only in religious metiers, but also concerning scientific knowledge, educational levels and community integration. Agreements and disagreements will arise along with quantitative and qualitative interviews. The aim is to locate these four groups among the phenomenon of horoscope popularity showing, however, evidence that might again raise new questions about dogma, science and, of course, the belief in astrology.  [4:  Wuthnow, Robert. “Astrology and Marginality.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol. 15, no. 2, 1976, pp. 157–168. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/1385359.]  [5:  Feher, Shoshanah. “Who Looks to the Stars? Astrology and Its Constituency.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol. 31, no. 1, 1992, pp. 88–93. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/1386834.]  [6:  Bauer, Martin & Durant, John. (2019). Belief in Astrology: a social-psychological analysis. Culture and Cosmos [Online] vol.26 no.23 pp.12-18. Avaiable from http://www.cultureandcosmos.org/abstracts/1-1-BauerAndDurant.php [last accessed 10 May 2019].] 


According to a survey published by the German foundation Bertelsmann[footnoteRef:7], Brazil is the second country with the highest rate of people who consider themselves religious. This figures how can religious symbols be impressed and mixed among Brazilian subjectivity. Along, ‘according to the same publication, Brazil ranks third in the list of countries with active believers, who take actual part in religious rituals such as mass or devotional cults,[footnoteRef:8]’ suggesting that not only Brazilian people tend to declare themselves religious, but to practise religiosity through rituals in frequent basis.  [7:  https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/reporterbbc/story/2007/12/071218_religiaocrescenti.shtml]  [8:  https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/reporterbbc/story/2007/12/071218_religiaocrescenti.shtml] 

At the meantime, in Brazil, the search for astrology content at the web has been enlarging its visitors hugely in the last few years. According to this recent newspaper article on May 2nd 2019, ‘Judging from the Google search, astrology has returned to fashion. The demand for astral chart, which had fallen 80% between 2005 and 2013, has quadrupled in the last year. Interest in horoscope, quintuple in the period between 2011 and 2015.’[footnoteRef:9] As far as the present available data has shown, the Brazilian scenario points to a population who gives a lot of value to religion and who presents a growing interest in astrology.  [9:  https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2015/11/1704411-busca-por-mapa-astral-e-horoscopo-na-rede-cresce-e-astrologia-volta-a-moda.shtml accessed in 02.05.2019] 


Although it can be affirmed that more attention has been given to astrology, it is hard to pinpoint though, how to track the exact facts which contribute to that phenomenon. Interest does not mean belief, and belief is not determined only by words, but mainly as attitudes comes along with them. So how then, can one measure belief? Subjects as religion, belief and even interest are concepts extremely hard to define. As Campion adds ‘The existing research into levels of belief in astrology is mainly based on large-scale surveys and hence suffers from the problems identified by Bennett (1987: 26): this is that respondents are asked to make simple yes/no judgments about matters on which they may have no clear view, and may also be influenced by a reluctance to admit to belief in 'superstition’’[footnoteRef:10]. Creating the right questionnaire to be delivered to the target groups, then, became a difficult issue.  [10:  Campion, Nicholas, 'Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology', PhD Thesis, University of the West of England, 2004. Chapter 10, page 202.] 


‘The purpose of qualitative research is to understand or explain behaviour and beliefs within the context of peoples experiences[footnoteRef:11] ’, state Hennink, Huttler and Bailey, and so to gain this understanding they suggests that only a few participants are required. However, since the aim of this paper is gaining an overview of context, the suggestion by Bell choosing mixed method`[footnoteRef:12] as an alternative path, appeared to be a better option. Not to be reduced to a yes/no group of questions, a questionnaire was designed including objective and narrative questions about astrology. ‘ The research method can be described as narrative when data collection, interpretation and writing are considered a ‘meaning-making’ process with similar characteristics to stories (Gudmunsdottir 1996: 295) affirms Bell, quoting Gray’[footnoteRef:13]. The last question of the survey was a request for the respondent to create a sentence with his own words explaining what astrology is. This presented to be the best alternative.  [11:  Hennink, Bailey, Hutter, Hennink, Monique, Bailey, Ajay, & Hutter, Inge. (2011). Qualitative Research Methods. p.17]  [12:  Bell, J. (2005). Doing your research project : A guide for first-time researchers in education, health and social science (4th ed.). Maidenhead, England ; New York: Open University Press. p.115.]  [13:  Bell, J. (2005). Doing your research project : A guide for first-time researchers in education, health and social science (4th ed.). Maidenhead, England ; New York: Open University Press. p.115.] 


A total of 180 on line questionnaires were distributed direct via email and WhatsApp messages 
for four lists using personal contacts as mediators. Respondents were invited to fill with their email address as the only personal reference, but making it clear that even this stage would not be obligatory or deterrent to finalize the rest of the questionnaire. The anonymity of all respondents was completely respected according to BERA ethical Guidelines for Educational Research.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  BERA Ethics Guidelines for Educational Research - https://www.bera.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/BERA-Ethical-Guidelines-2011.pdf?noredirect=1 [Last acessed in 10 May 2019]] 


Including the questions about voluntary participation and the allowance to use data for academic purposes, the online survey contained eighteen questions. They are all displayed at Appendix A and B. It is valid to reaffirm that there was no pre determination or induced interpretation for the word belief or even induced explanations for the word astrology. It was left to the respondents to decide whether they would incline themselves to one thing or another. Neither was any kind of interpretation for the word religion or religiosity. 

Group 01. Catholicism
Do you believe in Astrology?  21 - YES  | 14 - NO | 12 - MAYBE (neither yes or no)

65 questionnaires were distributed among a catholic congregation in Rio de Janeiro. This group presented a total of 47 replies. This result represents 72% of response of the total questionnaires sent. It was perceived within the Catholic group that, for the most part, there is an acceptance of the idea of a belief in Astrology. It is possible to observe, however, that not all who recognize themselves as frequent attenders to religious practices (weekly presence at ceremonies, rituals or activities at churches), discarded a belief in Astrology, nevertheless, all of those who rejected the idea demonstrated assiduousness in attending ceremonies. Again, these data suggest that there is not a wide rejection of the belief in Astrology by Brazilian Catholics in Rio de Janeiro, but it is characteristic in this group that the catholic ones who recognized themselves as disbelievers, give importance to attending to rituals and religious ceremonies. 

The minority of disbelievers Catholics, in their unanimity, demonstrated a lack of information on the subject. When to respond the narrative question, answers like that appeared: ‘I don`t know... Just know that it is a very ancient science’[footnoteRef:15], writes RD, middle age catholic, in a quite sincere way. In the case of those who answered indecisively to the question about their belief in astrology, their descriptive sentences presented a little more information on the subject. Catholics who responded positively to astrology belief, for the most part, built sentences using words found in several answers, such as self-knowledge, relationship, life, heaven and earth. [15:  Appendix B _ narrative answers from Catholic group.] 



Group 02. Spiritism
Do you believe in Astrology?  23 - YES | 01 - NO | 04 - MAYBE (neither yes or no)

In this group, 40 questionnaires were distributed among adepts of Spiritism. They were sent to two different congregations in Rio de Janeiro, twenty questionnaires each. This group presented a total of 28 replies. This result represents 70% of response of the total questionnaires sent. Of the 28 Spiritists interviewed, only one showed rejection of the idea of a possible belief in astrology. These data naturally point to an acceptance of the subject in more than 95% of the group. The only person who answered the question negatively, also rejected all other presented questions on the matter. Her narrative response, at the end, was left blank.

The four adepts of Spiritism who stood indecisively presented diverse interpretations on the subject, from descriptions using the word ‘fun’ to the ones using the word self-knowledge. In the great majority of the descriptive answers of those who responded yes to the question, one can observe the use of certain expressions presented also in Spiritism doctrine vocabulary. Even though the question were strictly about the belief in Astrology and suggested no connection to spirituality or religiosity, words like karma, soul, energy and reincarnation appeared in the answers received.


Group 03. Spiritualism
Do you believe in Astrology?  37 - YES | 00 - NO | 03 - MAYBE (neither yes or no)

45 questionnaires were distributed among spiritualists at a Universalist Institution in Rio de
Janeiro. This group presented a total of 40 replies. This numbers represent 88,9% of the total questionnaires sent, the greater percentage of answers.  This was also the group who showed a greater acceptance of the belief in Astrology. There was no negative response and only three indecisive answers on the subject. 

Among the sympathizers there were some repetitive patterns in their descriptive answers. One of them was the association of the word astrology with the capacity of man to ‘understand the cycles of life’[footnoteRef:16], wrote LE. Terminology used by psychology and psychoanalysis, such as consciousness, unconsciousness, psyche, emotion and mental state were found as ways to explain astrology. Another patter found is the appearance of the same words used by the second group, the adepts of Spiritism, such as self-knowledge and karma. The narrative statements of the three respondents who stood for neither believer nor disbeliever were very different from one another. One of them associated astrology with self-knowledge, the second, with the exchange of energies between heaven and earth and the third simply declared not having real knowledge on the subject in order to respond. [16:  Appendix B _ narrative answers from Spiritualism group.] 


Group 04. Judaism 
Do you believe in Astrology?  07 - YES | 03 - NO | 03 - MAYBE (neither yes or no)

30 questionnaires were distributed among adepts of Judaism, receiving back only 13 replies. This number represents 43% of the total questionnaires sent and was the group with the lowest rate of response. Although the majority of respondents were not disbelievers, alike the catholic group, the hostile ones to the subject, presented the same characteristics seen above: frequent assiduity in rituals and religious practices.

In the narratives, astrology description found from the three disbelievers were different from one another. One of them left the question blank, the second interpreted as ‘the relationship between stars and personality[footnoteRef:17]’ (DH) while the third described it as another way to earn some money. All those who remained indecisive about the subject gave vague descriptive answers. The ones who showed sympathy for astrology were unanimous in using words such as personality and self-knowledge to describe it. This are also references to psychology and psychoanalysis vocabulary. [17:  Appendix B _ narrative answers from Judaism group.] 



After organizing data separately, it was about time to compare the results together. Astrology, in spite of religious affiliation, showed to be very appealing to the majority of the respondents. The results pointed to more than 70% of sympathisers towards the subject. Another pattern found among the narrative responses were several resembling words and expressions to interpret astrology. It suggested the use of a similar kind of vocabulary to describe the subject. Through the data it could be observed that all this groups – some in major scale than others - are prone to explain astrology as some kind of psychological tool. This association has been quite clear for a while as pointed by Thagard, when he says that ‘since the nineteenth century psychological theories have been expanding to deal with many of the phenomena which astrology explains in terms of heavenly influences[footnoteRef:18].” There could be found words such as personality, self-knowledge, inner search, inner universe, psyche and unconscious. Many of those were also seen in answers of respondents who were hostile to astrology. This indicates that the way religious people use to define astrology in Rio de Janeiro may be shared, although the belief might, in some few cases, be conflicting. Table 01 is displayed below, showing data crossing the belief of astrology versus attendance to religious practices at temples/churches. [18:  Thagard, Paul R. “Why Astrology Is a Pseudoscience.” PSA: Proceedings of the Biennial Meeting of the Philosophy of Science Association, vol. 1978, 1978, pp. 223–234. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/192639.] 


Taking an overview of the positive answers to the question of belief, the second hypothesis of Durant and Bauer [footnoteRef:19] had to be put to test. They named for ‘metaphysical unrest’ the hypothesis that the `belief in astrology is highest amongst those who combine strong religious belief and intermediate or low religious integration`[footnoteRef:20]. The data collected here, in Rio de Janeiro, seemed to opposed itself to the preposition. Although the disbelievers could reaffirm the statement, the rate of assiduity found among the sympathizers seems to disagree.  [19:  Bauer, Martin & Durant, John. (2019). Belief in Astrology: a social-psychological analysis. Culture and Cosmos [Online] vol.26 no.23 pp.12-18. Avaiable from http://www.cultureandcosmos.org/abstracts/1-1-BauerAndDurant.php [last accessed 10 May 2019].]  [20:  Bauer, Martin & Durant, John. (2019). Belief in Astrology: a social-psychological analysis. Culture and Cosmos [Online] vol.26 no.23 pp.12-18. Avaiable from http://www.cultureandcosmos.org/abstracts/1-1-BauerAndDurant.php [last accessed 10 May 2019].] 


TABLE 01 _ BELIEF IN ASTROLOGY VERSUS ATTENDENCE TO RELIGIOUS TEMPLES

[image: ]

Wuthnow performed a similar research in San Francisco and found that “frequencies calculated by Goodman's method for model H2 showed that the odds of attending church weekly were about 2.3 times greater among those not interested in their horoscopes than among those who were interested. In other words, there is a negative relation between interest in astrology and church attendance [footnoteRef:21].” But, the fact is that church attendance, doesn’t necessarily mean integration. As well as church integration does not necessarily measure belief or religiosity. As pointed out by Campion, paraphrasing Shiels and Berg, ‘church attendance appears to be a grossly inadequate indicator of religiosity [footnoteRef:22] ’. The high percentage of assiduity, however, shows if not the depth of one`s religiosity, at least exposes the involvement one has with the community. The frequency rate may then verify that the person in question has no superficial relationship with the community matter. All the public responding to the questionnaires presented intermediate to super high involvement with their respective religious community, including the ones who declared themselves sympathisers to the subject. The data collected in this Project confirms to be contradicting, then, Durant and Bauer`s preposition as much as Wuthnow graphic.[footnoteRef:23] [21:  Wuthnow, Robert. “Astrology and Marginality.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol. 15, no. 2, 1976, pp. 157–168. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/1385359.  p. 166 & 167]  [22:  Campion, Nicholas, 'Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology', PhD Thesis, University of the West of England, 2004. Chapter 11, page 216.]  [23:  Reference to table 01 at this same page.] 


The curiosity about this ‘integration rate’ in the religious communities was the ingredient which boosted my first interview. She, my interviewee, was a 27-year-old Jewish woman, a master degree engineer, and received my skype call very nicely and reported feeling as integrated among the Jewish community as in astrology study circles. During the conversation, she openly attributes to orthodoxy the hostile behaviour towards astrology. Not to Judaism, religion or tradition, but to insecurity. She says:

[bookmark: _GoBack]“My father's family is Jewish. My mother converted to Judaism when she was pregnant with me. My coexistence, then, has always been very intense related to Judaism. My mother even identified and practiced rituals much more than my father. I studied in a Jewish school for ten years. My group of friends, for a long time, was from this circle. Some more orthodox than others, but mostly Jews. During my childhood and adolescence, my mother worked in the administrative department of the synagogue we belonged to. I was even a close friend to the sons of the rabbi… Every Friday we were there to Sabbath, even though we were not at all orthodox. I remember seeing my mother preparing rituals, baking the challah (the bread) and praying. So, belonging to a group has always been part of my religious identity. I felt completely integrated as a child and all of that was important to me. Tradition was important to me… But, sure, my family has never been narrow minded. At the age to become a bat mitzvah, we even looked for a synagogue were women could read the Torah, so I could pass through all the rituals - with no exceptions - as I was growing up. On the other hand, I was always amazed by Astrology. I attend to astrology consultations every year. Personally, I see a lot of relationship between astrology and my religion. Specially because of the study of the kabbalah. But, I recognize that inside my group of friends there are some who cannot understand one’s interest in astrology. They criticise and are completely hostile to the subject. They speak as if astrology would compete or threaten Judaism… As if they had motif to be insecure and as if astrology was a religion. But this friends - I am referring to - are definitely more orthodox. I cannot see any problem in practicing, studying and experiencing both. My spirituality does not live only on Judaism and astrology.”

Another interviewee who seems to attribute the same arguments to the hostile behaviour towards astrology, was the Catholic representative, PA, 24 years old, literature teacher, who also talked openly about more orthodox Catholic currents. He explains the arguments given by the church, although demonstrating that this group does not represent the whole catholic community in Brazil. He says:

“To my understanding, the greater problem of the church towards astrology is the issue of predictions. If all there is, is written in the stars, some of the divine omnipotence is threatened. But this is only one interpretation of astrology. As this is only one standpoint inside the church.”

Attending to the third interview, I had a chance to talk to JP, 31 years old mathematician, who was one of the many sympathizers of astrology found in the spiritualist group. During the interview, it was possible to confront the first hypothesis formulated by Durant and Bauer. According to them, it was verified a significant amount of positive responses to the belief in astrology among people who have intermediate scientific knowledge. A similar result was also found by Wuthnow in 1976, however contradicted by Feher[footnoteRef:24] a few years later. Her results appeared to be more similar to the ones this data were showing. She says that ‘Wuthnow found that those interested in astrology were most likely to have school education, and that an increase in educational level was accompanied by a steady decrease in commitment to astrology. Among activists, I found that those interested in astrology were largely well educated, with the bulk (93%) having at least some college education[footnoteRef:25]’. Contradicting the first arguments and agreeing with Feher, the spiritualist interviewee explains his view about astrology, science and maths itself: [24:  Feher, Shoshanah. “Who Looks to the Stars? Astrology and Its Constituency.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol. 31, no. 1, 1992, pp. 88–93. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/1386834.]  [25:  Feher, Shoshanah. “Who Looks to the Stars? Astrology and Its Constituency.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol. 31, no. 1, 1992, pp. 88–93. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/1386834. p. 88 - 90.] 


“We talked about scientific knowledge and about astrology … whether or not it is a science ... Look, I do not think astrology is a science. But mathematics is not science either. People do not know that. It involves logical reasoning, but it does not go through scientific method at all. And that’s ok. It is basically logical deduction. Tests are done where you prove or lack something. In this sense it is exact, but science is something else... what we call science presumes a theory ... it means enabling an extrapolation where it can be affirmed that things will continue to work according to that set of rules. Mathematics is the set of rules within that set of rules.” 

Remembering, that Bauer and Durant[footnoteRef:26] propose that ‘people with what might be termed an intermediate level of scientific understanding may be attracted by astrology because it possesses many of the 'trappings' of orthodox Science (systematic structure, predictive power, numeracy etc.); but they may be insufficiently well equipped to see that these things really are the 'trappings' rather than the substance of genuine science.” Listening to the narrative above and comparing it to the next quotation, it is possible to presume that people may be drawn to the same trappings when anticipating an inference about mathematics or any procedure that uses logic deduction as a tool or method. In this sense, there is more to take into consideration when trying to measure scientific knowledge or astrology as, later on, Feher proposed.  [26:  Bauer, Martin & Durant, John. (2019). Belief in Astrology: a social-psychological analysis. Culture and Cosmos [Online] vol.26 no.23 pp.12-18. Avaiable from http://www.cultureandcosmos.org/abstracts/1-1-BauerAndDurant.php [last accessed 10 May 2019].] 


At this point I was already questioning my own position as an insider, for I personally live for a long time between these worlds without conflict. I am a responsible member of a religious institution in Rio and, at the meantime, a professional astrologer. Still, my only brother is a physics teacher and has always filled my evenings with conversations about logic, scientific knowledge and shared some good talks about astrology. How could I have a neutral point of view? For me, all these subjects have never been conflicting. That’s how I came to my fourth and last interviewee, CA, 54- year-old lawyer and adept of Spiritism, who delivered an illustrative statement:

“I could say I belief in Astrology because I`ve had very nice experiences having consultations. To be honest, I don’t know if it works because of the astrologer’s sensitivity or the method but I can say I am fond of it.  It took me, though, a long time to see that astrology could be something else apart from what is shared in the magazines. I think people understand that the perfect use of the intellect does not include the exercise of sensitivity. The experience with an astrologer changed my relationship with spirituality. It (spirituality) was no longer resumed to church attendance or rituals, but turned out to be some kind of inner involvement. It helped me even to take religion more seriously.”

It is important to say, though, that this research did not have the aim to gauge the exact level of scientific knowledge or religiosity of the participants, instead, it contained itself in the goal of exposing a small but consistent panorama of astrology popularity between the four active religious groups in Rio de Janeiro. And it seems, after all, that they all ‘like to be reminded that things are happening in the solar system[footnoteRef:27]’, as said Davidson previously.   [27:  Davidson, J., 2004. I told you so! Review of The Road to Delphi: The Life and Afterlife of Oracles by Wood, M. London Review of Books [Online] vol.26 no.23 pp.12-18. Available from www.lrb.co.uk/v26/n23/james-davidson/i-told-you-so
[last accessed 10 May 2019].] 


Albeit, among the ones who responded positively to the question about belief in astrology, 80% presented high scholarship levels (university and post grad). At least among these four groups, scholarship and astrology did not present a negative curve, as found in San Francisco, for example, by Wuthnow and consistently adds to Feher’s research on the subject. The number of people believing in astrology, according to this data, increases with educational level. Below, in Table 02, the belief of astrology versus educational levels is presented according to this project’s results.


TABLE 02 _ BELIEF IN ASTROLOGY VERSUS EDUCATIONAL LEVEL (page 10)

[image: ]

The educational level of the simpathysers was not only high, but quite uniform, which justifies a recurrent kind of vocabulary found in the narrative answers, but doesn’t track the real scenario in Brazil. Although these results can point towards an effective behaviour sample of these groups and add to the hypothesys that people who are interested in astrology are not only found among the ones who present low-intermediate scientific knowledge, in Brazil as a whole, the educational level is far from uniform. Only 10,9% of the population in Rio goes to University[footnoteRef:28]. So, to have a bigger picture of the subject, the research would have to expand.     [28:  https://guiadoestudante.abril.com.br/universidades/censo-do-ibge-mostra-crescimento-no-numero-de-brasileiros-com-ensino-superior/] 


Whether part of Catholic group or among the Jews, attending frequently to religious rituals was not a pre-requisite for a belief in Astrology, nevertheless, all of those who rejected the idea presented assiduity in ceremonies. Though not conclusive about an ultimate reason, it could be observed that religion tradition alone does not generate hostility. But, that religion tradition associated with orthodoxy can make a promising opponent to the subject. Above all, the belief in astrology proved itself very popular among adepts of Catholicism, Judaism, Spiritism and spiritualism in Rio de Janeiro. The majority of respondents were sympathizers or neutral (85,94%) to astrology and the narratives collected showed that either believers and disbelievers use a very similar vocabulary to describe it. 

Along with this, it could be verified that a negative curve between belief in astrology and educational levels can be reviewed, as well as between belief in astrology and integration among religious communities and between belief in astrology and high levels of scientific knowledge. The data collected in this field proved otherwise: there are existing positive curves between the subjects.  Paradoxically, tradition showed to generate no antagonism to the matter either, as long as dissociated from orthodoxy. Prayer and planets can be really close friends. At least in Brazil. At least in the city of Rio de Janeiro. 
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APPENDIX A – Quantitative research (objective answers)

Results of on line questionnaire used to collect quantitative data. The percentages displayed are calculated using as reference the total of each group. Including the questions about voluntary participation and the allowance to use data for academic purposes, there were 17 objective questions and one narrative at the end. At Appendix B, all the narrative answers are organized by religious group. 
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APPENDIX B – Quantitative research (narrative answers)

The answers are displayed in Portuguese so the content may remain exactly like the respondents wrote at the survey. The English translation is following. It is important to add that not all respondents that send the questionnaires, delivered this last narrative answers. Some left it blank. So, the numbers of answers might not match the exact numbers of each group’s respondents.


	CATHOLIC group

	Um estudo sobre a influencia dos astros sobre a vida das pessoas e doa seted vivos.

	Ciência que estuda a influência dos astros sob a vida na terra

	o estudo que se baseia nos astros em relacao a data/hora e dia em que voce nasceu

	Magia 
	
	

	Para me conhecer é conviver melhor com os outros.

	
	
	

	É algo que acredito mas sempre com alguma desconfiança; como ocorre com tudo que não se pode provar. 

	Explicações energéticas para ajudar no Autoconhecimento e em situações cotidianas

	Possibilidade de autoconhecimento para maior consciência nas tomadas de decisões que a vida nos proporciona. 

	Estudo dos Astros
	

	É o estudo dos astros
	

	Busca
	
	

	Não sei.
	
	

	Auto conhecimento
	

	
	
	

	Crença em astros e no q eles dizem

	Não acredito em astrologia como base divinatório, mas tenho minhas dúvidas (que se chocam com as minhas crenças) quanto ao quanto ela diz sobre personalidades e características subconscientes

	Crença como entretenimento, respostas simples pra personalidades complexas

	O conhecimento interno de si mesmo.

	Entretenimento.
	

	Respeito mas não acredito 

	Nada.
	
	

	Astrologia é uma forma de entendermos como nossa personalidade está conectada com o Universo. Como somos parte dele.

	É a capacidade de sintetizar todos os seus aspectos e assim se autoconhecer, entender seus próprios desafios, suas lutas internas, enxergar com clareza suas próprias barreiras que precisam serem quebradas para obter  felicidade plena.

	
	
	

	Um outro modo que as pessoas encontraram de se conectar e se encontrar. 

	Não acredito 
	

	curiosidades
	

	O céu vive em constante mudança, afetando a natureza e os princípios da terra. 

	Autoconhecimento
	

	Algo que as pessoas usam para tentar se auto conhecer, que dá pouco trabalho e que pode ser usado para culpar erros delas.

	Charlatanismo 
	

	É o estudo dos astros, relacionando com as pessoas. 

	Associação de características.

	Estudo sobre interferência dos astros na sua personalidade

	Estudo dos astros e de suas influências sobre um ser.

	
	
	

	Não conheço.o que sei é que é uma ciência muito antiga

	Estudo detalhado sobre os signos e seus ascendentes

	Um campo desconhecido por mim

	A busca por compreender como o universo impacta e/ou molda nossas vidas.

	Astrologia é o estudo das possibilidades de influência entre os astros e os seres humanos. 

	curiosidade
	
	

	Previsão do futuro.
	

	estudo dos astros com relação a personalidade de cada um.

	Planejamento da vida e uma ferramenta de auto conhecimento. 



	
	
	


English translation:

A study of the influence of the stars on people's lives and the living.
Science that studies the influence of the stars under earth life
the study that is based on the stars in relation to the date / time and day on which you were born
Magic
For me it is to get along better with others.
It is something I believe but always with some mistrust; as it can not be proved.
Energy explanations to help Self-knowledge and everyday occurrences
Possibility of self-awareness for greater awareness in the decisions that life gives us.
Astros Study
It's the study of the stars
Search
Do not know.
Self knowledge
Belief in stars and what they say
Do not believe in Astrology as a Divinatory Base, But Have My Questions (What Is Cheating With My Beliefs)?
Belief as entertainment, simple answers to complex personalities
The inner knowledge of oneself.
Entertainment.
Respect but I do not believe
Anything.
Astrology is a way of understanding how ours is our connected reality with the Universe. How we are a part of it.
The ability to synthesize all its aspects and thus to self-know, to pay attention to its challenges, its internal struggles, to see clearly its own barriers, which are broken to obtain full happiness.
Another way people met and met.
I do not believe
curiosities
Heaven lives in a situation, affecting the nature and principles of the earth.
Self knowledge
Something that the users use to try to self-know, than the work can be used to blame their mistakes.
Quackery
It is the study of the stars, relating to people.
Association of characteristics.
Study of the interference of the stars in their personality
Study of the stars and their influences on a being.
I do not know who is a very old science
Detailed study on the signs and their ancestors
An unknown field by me
The search for the universe impacts and / or shapes our lives.
Astrology is the study of possibilities of influence between stars and humans.
curiosity
Forecasting the future.
study of the stars in relation to a personality of each.
Life planning and a self knowledge tool.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


SPIRITISM group

		Astrologia é uma forma de concretizar o karma da pessoa nesta vida

	Uma ciencia que traça comportamentos semelhantes em nativos do mesmo signo.

	Estudo para busca ,entendimento de diversas dúvidas dos humanos

	
	

	Nossa vida influenciada pelos astros

	Auto conhecimento 

	Influencia dos astros na vida, na alma e no pq das coisas.

	O impacto da energia dos astros na minha vida 

	
	

	Algo misterioso 

	Uma observação profunda daqueles que olhando para o infinito do céu, vislumbraram tb as profundezas da alma. 

	Uma análise interessante das personalidades das pessoas 

	Diversão 
	

	Uma bengala para a vida

	Explica algumas coisas, mas não é uma ciência exata. 

	estudo dos efeito dos astros sobre nós 

	O estudo do céu e as interferências

	Se entender melhor 

	
	

	Estudo da influência dos astros na vida.

	É a ciência que estuda o comportamento humano em comparação aos astros. 

	Uma forma das pessoas entender  melhor a se mesmo.

	Uma das maneiras que o ser humano busca entender a si mesmo

	Como tudo é energia,gosta da parte de astrologia que estuda  esse fato.

	 Algo muito popular

	Inspiração 
	

	O desenho da nossa personalidade, e, portanto, mais uma forma de autoconhecimento

	Ciência 
	

	
	


English translation:

Astrology is a way of realizing the karma of the person in this life 
A science that traces similar behaviors in natives of the same sign. 
Study for search, understanding of various doubts of humans 
Our lives influenced by the stars 
Self knowledge 
Influence of the stars in life, in the soul and in the pq of things. 
The impact of the stars' energy in my life 
Something mysterious 
A profound observation of those who, looking at the infinite of the sky, have also glimpsed the depths of the soul. 
An interesting analysis of people's personalities 
Fun 
A cane for life 
It explains some things, but it is not an exact science. 
study of the effect of the stars on us 
The study of the sky and the interferences 
If I understand better Study of the influence of the stars in life. 
It is the science that studies human behavior in comparison to the stars. 
A way for people to better understand each other. 
One of the ways that the human being seeks to understand himself 
Since everything is energy, it likes the part of astrology that studies this fact.  
Something very popular inspiration T
he design of our personality, and therefore another form of self-knowledge 
Science
SPIRITUALISM group

	Astrologia pra mim é uma plataforma tanto de auto-conhecimento quanto de leitura de mundo. 

	Nao compreendo direito

	ferramenta de auto-conhecimento

	Estudo da influência dos astros na psique das pessoas

	Possibilidade de encontro e autoconhecimento.

	É procurar a diferença, a novidade

	Conscientização dos potenciais e avaliação de caminhos de conduta visando realização pessoal e coletiva pelo auto conhecimento.

	Os astros influenciam, mas DEUS dispõe. 

	A possibilidade de auto conhecimento e usar dessa ferramenta para fazer mudanças em conexão com o universo. 

	Auto-conhecimento estrategicamente aprofundado.

	Instigante
	

	Astrologia pra mim é auto-conhecimento, é a matemática do dia-a-dia!! 

	Universo 
	

	Entendo que tudo que existe no universo está intrinsecamente ligado, como uma interminável corrente assim está pela união dos seus elos.  Dessa forma, percebo que a astrologia trabalha para mostrar essa ligação e influência energética e vibracional entre elementos vivos, seja na atuação direta dos astros sobre vida humana, animal, vegetal, ou até mesmo mineral.    

	Uma perspectiva sobre os indivíduos, suas características, sobre como os astros influenciam sobre nós e nossas vidas

	Autoconhecimento

	A transicao dos astros influenciam no meu comportamento, inconsciente, emocoes e estado mental

	Um estudo do ser humano através dos astros

	Um metodo para autoconhecimento, harmonização social, orientacao profissional

	Tradução das verdades da vida através de símbolos

	Autoconhecimento e estudo

	Estudo da influência dos astros na vida das pessoas. 

	Personalidades guiada pelos astros.

	Uma forma de se conhecer, de conhecer o mundo ao redor e de evoluir. 

	Direção a seguir

	A Astrologia é um meio de se descobrir possíveis curiosidades sobre si mesmo.

	"Está escrito nas estrelas"

	Uma busca pela correlação entre os caminhos do ser humano e os movimentos do Universo.

	Uma ciência que estuda a influência do cosmos na vida humana.

	Auto conhecimento e entendimento de que existe um “além” na vida/mundo. 

	um mapa em grande escala no qual nós mesmos vamos traçando nossas rotas

	Uma ciência
	

	Astrologia proporciona autoconhecimento e anos auxilia nas mudanças dos ciclos da vida. Acredito que seja uma ciência que está mais próxima da psicologia. 

	É o estudo através dos astros 

	Uma forma  se conhecer  melhor  através  das influencias dos astros que te cercaram ao nascer e que ainda  poderão influenciar suas  atitudes  no caminho  da vida

	Influência dos astros na nossa vida

	Direção.
	

	Uma identidade. 

	Uma arte antiga, com bases científicas, que nos ajuda a entender os ciclos da vida e a nos preparar para passar por eles da melhor forma possível.

	Auto conhecimento

	
	





English translation:


Astrology for me is a platform for both self-knowledge and world reading. 
I do not understand, right. self-knowledge tool 
Study of the influence of the stars in the psyche of the people 
Possibility of meeting and self-knowledge. 
It is looking for difference, novelty Awareness of potential and evaluation of ways of conducting personal and collective self-knowledge. 
The stars influence, but GOD does. 
The possibility of self-knowledge and use of this tool to make changes in connection with the universe. Self-knowledge strategically deepened. 
Thoughtful Astrology for me is self-knowledge, it's the mathematics of everyday life !! Universe I understand that everything that exists in the universe is intrinsically connected, as an endless current is so by the union of its links. In this way, I realize that astrology works to show this connection and energetic and vibrational influence between living elements, whether in the direct action of the stars on human, animal, vegetable, or even mineral life. 
A perspective on individuals, their characteristics, on how the stars influence us and our lives Self knowledge The transitions of the stars influence my behavior, unconsciousness, emotions and mental state 
A study of the human being through the stars A method for self-knowledge, social harmonization, professional orientation Translation of the truths of life through symbols Self-study and study Study of the influence of the stars in people's lives. Personalities guided by the stars. A way to get to know yourself, to know the world around and to evolve. 
Direction to follow Astrology is a way to discover possible curiosities about yourself. 
"It is written in the stars" 
A search for the correlation between the paths of the human being and the movements of the Universe. 
A science that studies the influence of the cosmos on human life. 
Self knowledge and understanding that there is an "beyond" in life / world. a large-scale map on which we ourselves are plotting our routes 
A science Astrology provides self-knowledge and years helps in the changes of the cycles of life. 
I believe it is a science that is closer to psychology. 
It is the study through the stars A way to get to know yourself better through the influences of the stars who surrounded you at birth and who can still influence your attitudes on the way of life Influence of the stars in our life 
Direction.
Identity.
An ancient, science-based art that helps us to understand the cycles of life and to prepare us to pass through them in the best possible way.
Self knowledge




JUDAISM group

	Um maravilhoso instrumento de autoconhecimento que me ajuda a levar a vida melhor. 

	Personalidade 
	

	Ciência que estuda a relação entre as estrelas e as personalidades das pessoas.

	Não sei
	
	

	
	
	

	Uma maneira de conhecer mais sobre si mesmo, conectada com o universo e suas leis

	Estudo da influencia dos astros nas nossas vidas. 

	Mais uma forma de ganhar dinheiro. 

	Astrologia é uma pré disposição 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Uma ferramenta poderosa e prazerosa de autoconhecimento 

	autoconhecimento 



	

	
	



English translation:

A wonderful instrument of self-knowledge that helps me lead a better life.
Personality
Science that studies the relationship between stars and people's personalities.
Do not know
A way to know more about yourself, connected with the universe and its laws
Study of the influence of the stars in our lives.
One more way to make money.
Astrology is a pre-arrangement
A powerful and pleasurable tool of self-knowledge
self knowledge
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