

Assignment 2 – 2134292 Ieuan Brew

Question 1
Why might terrorist organisations be involved in other types of criminality, and how might intelligence gained in the investigation of such criminality inform counter-terrorism policing?

Within this essay I will explain how terror organisations get involved in other crime and what crime they get themselves involved in. I will highlight that this is also done by using a legal method to hide the background activity which is criminal. Lastly, I will show methods that the police use to gather information and build intelligence to provide to the counter terrorism policing team.
Firstly, I will provide different examples of why the terrorists get involved with other crime. The first one being to fund their end goals and to purchase their products whether this be ingredients to create a bomb, buy the flight tickets etc. (Levi, 2010) discusses in his journal that the cost for the attacks in 2001 in New York cost around $500,000 and the July 7th attacks in London cost around £8000. This will include the cost for explosive devices which are around $100 but the sums for the killed or imprisoned families which be much larger sums. The Home Office (2023) has discussed in their strategy ‘CONTEST’ that the funding comes from the gulf and to the core of all operations being Pakistan, funding has also been known to come from Europe. The London July 7th Attacks as denoted by (M Buchanan, 2006) shows there was a financial backer who funded the whole operation so there was no need to raise funds. However, the 9/11 attacks cost nearly half a million and as denoted by ABC News (2011) that the funds were raised through companies and people in Saudi Arabia. 
This leads me on to why terrorists might get involved in crime to help fund their operations. As (Levi, 2010) explains that the costing for funding an operation is highly expensive, without financial backers they will need to resource the money someway else. Without the funding the whole operation will not be able to go ahead therefore this forces terrorists into crime. A key one as is fraud, (N Ryder, 2023) explains that this is most popular method as the connection between terror financing and fraud has been overlooked by successive governments and the current strategy offers no policies to deal with the issue. Thus, then gives the terror a way to commit crime but at the same time potentially go under the radar. On further research Financial Crime Academy (2023) depicts that the most common method for terror groups to fund themselves is money laundering by using legitimate companies such as charities to process the money to turn it from ‘dirty money’ to ‘clean money’. This shows that the terrorists get involved in other crime to fund themselves as they need the money but also don’t wish to draw attention to themselves and these methods are good ways to go undetected. 
An example of this as published by (Levi, 2010) is that “In 2017 a student had managed to fraudulently use his student loan and grant money to fund an attack in Manchester. The student had manged to inherit £7000 without any questions asked or suspicions raised”.
The second method I will show of why terrorists get involved in crime is that they need to recruit people and spread their propaganda. Active recruitment and propaganda is illegal in the UK as per the Counter Terrorism and Border Act 2019 as depicted by Legislation.gov.uk (2019). This shows that terror groups have to get involved in crime to recruit due to there being no legal method. Upon research into recruitment for terror groups (A Yayla, 2021) has noted in his book that terror groups lose members due to counterterrorism operations and defections which will then force the leaders to recruit new members. 
In recent years it’s found that more terror groups are now moving online to recruit. (Binder and Baker-Beall, 2022) discuss that recruiting is now online predominantly via social media or YouTube. They also go onto discuss that research has shown that these recruited online have most likely been involved in non-violent crime such as inciting and encouraging others to commit terrorism. An example published by (D De Simone, 2021) was a 13 year old who was already involved with non-violent crime and joined extremist forums and then within months he had created an UK Neo-Nazi group which glorifies the mass-murder of other races and even LGBTQ+ communities. 
Other ways terrorist use crime to recruit is by copywriting and stealing videos for their own use and personal gain. As explained by (Bond, 2017) that the footage being stolen is that of Hollywood movies such as American sniper and flags’ of our fathers. They have also analysed that 1,275 films made by ISIS media companies have used this technique to recruit. This shows that even though it appears to be legal on the forefront people talking online and just creating videos for others to see, they are still committing non-violent crime in order to achieve a greater ambition or committing terror attacks. This shows that terrorist are trying to use online methods in legal ways to cover their tracks of what they are actually trying to achieve. Even though this is the new method for recruitment (Binder and Baker-Beall, 2022) have gathered research and show that only 29% of plots were moved from planning to execution and only 18% were successfully carried out. This shows that even though they are using the legal methods to try and cover their illegal methods it’s not been very successful.
Another method why terrorist get involved in other crime is they need weapons or explosives devices to conduct their plans. Weapons and explosives are not legal and will there for need to be purchased discreetly. Research was conducted by UNODC (2019) and it was concluded that in recent years terrorists engage in trafficking weapons alongside or directly with organised crime groups, this is due to terrorists increasingly using automatic weapons to perpetrate attacks. Even though Terrorists used crime to purchase weapons they also use legal methods as (Davis, 2020) depicts in her research, showing that terrorists use online retailers to purchase legal goods such as chemicals and drones. It goes on to conclude this has become increasingly popular as there are missed opportunities for suspicion to be detected. 
An example of this by (Davis, 2020) is that the chemicals used in the Manchester attacks 2017 were bought from amazon. Another example is the drones used to conduct bombings were bought from online retailers and shipped to Syria. This shows that there is a split between purchasing items illegally and purchasing legal items to use for illegal purposes. This also shows it’s hard to detect and who is purchasing for legitimate reasons. 
Counter-terrorism police use many different methods to gain intelligence on people and how they are linked to terrorism. One method is just through normal intelligence received by the general public. An example of this is (Davis, 2020) where it’s mentioned that a shop keeper had helped Police foil a plan due to a suspicious amount of fertilizer bought by one person. The police will use the difference sources and ways to gather intelligence, College of Policing (2013) states that the information is gathered then disseminated and then its decided what will be shared and where it and who it can be shared with. As for counterterrorism it will be in the category of shared with limitations, this is due to needed to keep all information secret not put people in fear and to prevent this becoming common knowledge.
A method counterterrorism police use is undercover police which as explained by College of Policing, (2021) is as long as applied correctly undercover is a lawful and effective way of obtaining evidence. Upon research conducted by (G Marx, 1977) he has concluded that police use undercover methods as this can allow police to gather evidence and make arrest without a complainant, it also allows police to understand the inner workings of a criminal group. There are also negative sides which upon which (G Marx, 1977) concluded where some undercover officers will abuse the system and provide false testimonies, invade someone’s privacy and even use entrapment or corruption to benefit themselves or their force through illegal means. 
An example of where undercover policing has been successful is explained by (G Ilardi 2017). This is where he was known as SOI39 and he helped infiltrate a terror group and prevent terror attacks in Australia, a group known as the ‘Pendennis Group’ was created and he helped the group conduct 22 successful arrest and some of these where the leaders of cells.
Another example of undercover police being successful in terror groups was in the UK. Reporters conducting research where (S Swann and D Casciani, 2016) concluded that an undercover officer manage to successfully infiltrate the Luton al-muhajiroun group and pinpoint the leader of the group which in result lead to three successful charges.
Even though undercover policing has its downside, these examples show that undercover policing in terror groups works well to gather intelligence and information where otherwise might not be known.
Another method police use to catch terrorists is through normal surveillance. However, the counterterrorism police need to conform with Regulatory of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA), this explained by Legislation.gov.uk (2000) is to use the power of surveillance on a person or group or by the means of collecting data through means of communications. How the police conduct their surveillance on terrorist as explained by Gov.uk (2019) is through various methods. Such as intercepting phones calls, emails or letters and then acquiring the data to see who when and where. Other methods are covert surveillance such as in private premises or vehicles and public places. 
There are many advantages and disadvantages to surveillance, surveys were conducted and a blog by (A Li, 2023) Concluded that a few disadvantages are easily abused, expensive and the effectiveness is doubted. A few advantages are improve public safety, reduce crime and catch criminals. Overall (A Li 2023) summarised and stated that 42% said yes and 58% said no that surveillance was invasion of privacy, on the other hand a suicide bomber would not be deterred by a surveillance camera.
An example of where surveillance has proved beneficial is after the failed July 2021 bombings. A news article in the Guardian by (K McVeigh, 2007) stated that after failed bombings by several terrorists CCTV surveillance cameras and tracking of data communications led to the successful arrest of three males several days later. Another example in the guardian by (M Weaver, 2023) is that the use of surveillance within their central hub led to the successful arrest of escaped terrorist, even though using this new hub proved beneficial it did come as a cost of £412million. 
Overall, this shows that surveillance is a great method to help counterterrorism police and to catch them prior to anything happening and preventing attacks, but it all comes with a big price tag and has proved to be very effective but very costly.
In conclusion, within this essay I have discussed methods of other crimes and criminality routes that terror groups use. There is examples around the evidence and research provided around how terror groups use other methods and also how legal methods alert those around them. There is research into how counter terrorism police and what methods they use to build intelligence with example to show how these have been successful. There is also disadvantages around the methods to show that both sides of the argument. Overall, its concluded that terrorists get involved in other crimes as part of a bigger plan and counter terrorism police have many options to gather intelligence.
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Question 2
What are the key issues and challenges of operational policing in the UK, and what effect do they have on the investigation of volume and priority crime?
Within this essay I will highlight the issues and challenges faced by policing. I will then highlight how this can impact the day to day running and how this effects the police when investigation priority crimes. Lastly, I will explain how the police adapt and overcome this by giving research and examples of how this has already been conducted and how the police plan to proceed.
The first challenge I will discuss is about maintaining adequate manning within policing and the challenges this brings. Maintaining people levels is key to being operational and maintaining morale and keep stress levels low. A survey was conducted by Police Federation (2022) into the pay and morale scales. A total of 36,669 officers took part in the survey with 98% saying they wanted to quit because of morale, 95% through pay. 94% of these respondents stated that the pay did not match the level of stress and strains from the job. A survey conducted into the figures by Police Federation (2022) showed that in the year ending March 2022 8,117 officers left the service within England and Wales with 1,800 being the new officers through an uplift programme. 
Stress has also played a role in maintaining staff levels and has put more pressure of officers which will result in officers leaving their force. A survey was conducted by Police Federation (2019) which showed that out of the 18,000 members they asked 9/10 (89%) stated that there was not enough officers to keep up with the demand of the workload and 79% stated they have suffered stress or anxiety within the last 12 months with 94% saying that this was through cause of the job. All new officers have to complete a full time degree alongside a full time job which can also add to the current stress levels while at work.
Some forces have recognised this and fought to have an end to the mandatory degree. There was a campaign since 2021 for this and (D Jones, 2023) has concluded that in their area of policing they will put an end to the degree entry which will free up to 100,000 policing hours. This will in turn relieve the pressure on officers not having the stress of a full time degree and full time career, which in turn will provide more people power within the force to provide more people to deal with the level of demand.
A survey was conducted into the voluntary resignations where (S Charman & S Bennet, 2021) concluded that in March 2019 there was 2175 voluntary resignations which was a rise of 87.8% from the year prior and a vast majority of these being experienced officers. This has been noted by the government and (B Johnson & P Patel, 2019) has stated that as a priority there will be a campaign to recruit 20,000 new officers of the next three years with 6,000 in the first year. This has been backed up by research conducted by (L Gilder et al, 2023) the concluded that the police recruited 20,951 officers since 2019 which proves that the government were successful in their recruitment campaign. However, this just replaces the 20,000 officers that left when funding was cut so there is only an actual increase of 951 officers. 
The Police depict that domestic abuse is a priority crime therefore ensure there is sufficient resources and staff working on this. However, upon conducting research (A Myhill & A Bartlett, 2024) reached a conclusion that the police have had an increase of 116% since March 2016. They also noted that due to staffing level this has put a stretch on the resources for specialist units to dela with priority crime. This is not only for domestic incidents but for all major crime that the police staffing levels and experienced are putting a great deal of pressure and stress on those already currently working on specialist crime.
The conclusion from the first challenge is that they are on the right path but more still needs to be done to assist in recruitment and retention of experienced officers. This in turn will eventually help ease the workload situation and help ease the high levels of stress. The resources can they be more evenly spread and extra can be put to use on dealing with crime rather than the continuation of trying to keep manning levels up.
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