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Assessment Three Database Exercise

Using the Slave Voyages and Transatlantic Slave Database, this paper will explore the journey of the Hannibal which set sail from England on the twenty fifth of October 1693 under the command of Captain Thomas Phillips, and seventy crew members to cross the middle passage to Barbados with a cargo of slaves.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Slave Voyages, Transatlantic Slave Database 2021 Voyage ID 9714  https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database [accessed 21st November 2023]
] 

Owned by the Royal African Company,[footnoteRef:2]  it can be seen from the database that Hannibal took three months to travel from England to Ouidah where it docked on the twenty fifth January 1694[footnoteRef:3].  From Ouidah, the ship sailed to an unspecified port along Africa’s Gold Coast and on to Sao Tome in modern day Ghana[footnoteRef:4] before sailing to Barbados at the end of July 1694.   The Slave Trade Act of 1788 restricted the numbers of slaves carried per tonne of ship due to concerns about loss of life, and at  700 captives, the 366.6 tonne Hannibal appears to be overloaded.[footnoteRef:5]  The data shows  that it took one hundred days to cross the middle passage and that the ship started taking slaves six months before it left African waters suggesting that some were incarcerated for a substantial amount of time.  In addition, there is no evidence regarding the identity of the slaves, so a further database was consulted which was also bereft of information[footnoteRef:6]. There is, however, data on how much each slave was worth which suggests that they were considered only insofar as their fiscal value allowed.  That fully two thirds of the captives were men infers that they may have been in greater demand as labourers in the sugar plantations of the Caribbean; this statistic appears to be somewhat reflected in the ratio of boys to girls, suggesting that boys were also seen as more valuable workers.     [2:  In his journal detailing the voyage, Capt. Phillips states that he is also part owner of Hannibal having been given a donation to purchase it by an acquaintance. 
Further information can be found at: Phillips, T. (1732). A Journal of a Voyage Made in the Hannibal of London, Ann. 1693, 1694, From England, to Cape's Monseradoe, in Africa, And thence along the Coast of Guiney to Whidaw, the Island of St. Thomas, An so forward to Barbadoes: With a Cursory Account of the County, the People, their Manners, Forts, Trade, &c. United Kingdom: Walthoe. Digitised (2010) Google books.  P.173 https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/A_Journal_of_a_Voyage_Made_in_the_Hannib/qFJBAAAAcAAJ?hl=en  [accessed 21st November 2023
]  [3:  Transatlantic Slave Database. For further information on Ouidah and its contribution to the slave trade, please see UNESCO, Slavery and Remembrance: A guide to sites, museums, and memory. Ouidah. https://slaveryandremembrance.org/articles/article/?id=A0120 [accessed 21st November 2023]
]  [4:  UNESCO, Slavery and Remembrance: A guide to sites, museums, and memory. Gold Coast. https://slaveryandremembrance.org/articles/article/?id=A0109 [Accessed 21st November 2023]
]  [5:  Cohn, R. L. (1985). Deaths of Slaves in the Middle Passage. The Journal of Economic History, 45(3), 685–692. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2121762   LoGerfo, J. W. (1973). Sir William Dolben and “The Cause of Humanity”: The Passage of the Slave Trade Regulation Act of 1788. Eighteenth-Century Studies, 6(4), 431–451.  
 The Act required that no more than 1.67 slaves per tonne were to be transported on a ship weighing up to 207 tonnes, and one slave per tonne thereafter.  The Hannibal weighed 336.6 standardised tonnes with a permitted load of 475 captives, however it carried at total of  700 slaves, 241 more that allowed than legally permitted. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/3031578 [accessed 22nd November 2023].]  [6:  Slave Voyages Database. African Origins Database https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/database/african-origins [accessed 25th November 2023]. The African Origins database  has no information on individual slaves before 1806.
 ] 


The database shows that on average, a slave was worth £21.77 in Jamaca.  This equates to £15239, or £1,826148 in 2017 if all the slaves had disembarked at their destination[footnoteRef:7].  There is no information on how much the slaves cost to buy but these figures  suggest that the  slave trade was extremely lucrative commercial enterprise and within the interests of the ship’s owners to minimise loses. [7:   For estimate please see The National Archives Currency Converter: 1270 – 2017.   https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter/#currency-result [accessed 25th November 2023]] 

 The database states that following a crossing of one hundred days, Hannibal arrived in Barbados in November 1694 carrying 372 captives; 328 slaves died during the crossing. This equates to forty seven percent  and Hannibal lost more slaves than other comparable voyages[footnoteRef:8].  Thomas notes that the death of so many slaves was considerable, writing that ‘the lo[s]s in all amounted to near 6560 sterling’, although the database estimates the figure to be 7140 or nearly half the total value of the cargo[footnoteRef:9].  Captain Phillips further records the reason for the loss of life as being caused by ‘white flux’ or dysentery[footnoteRef:10] and whilst this may be true, the fact that the ship was overloaded suggests that infection would have spread very quickly and with greater mortality.     [8:  Transatlantic Slave Database voyage ID 9702, 9710, 15078, 9716. One notable exception was the East India Merchant (ID 9713) who lost 70% of her cargo. Captain Phillips notes that this ship was berthed with Hannibal at various points on the journey. ]  [9:  Phillips p. 236]  [10:  Santa Clara University Digital Exhibits , Flux/Dysentery  https://dh.scu.edu/exhibits/exhibits/show/health---medicine-aboard-trans/flux---dysentery [accessed 24th November 2023]. Phillips p. 182.] 


The database does not indicate when the Hannibal arrived back in London, but it shows that it left Barbados on the second of April 1695.  Capt. Phillips wrote that the island was firstly hit by a hurricane and soon after by plague, causing the deaths of a further eighteen crew.[footnoteRef:11] Hannibal  arrived back at Falmouth on eighteenth of May 1695. On the twenty eighth of May 1695, Hannibal ran aground in Falmouth Harbour and on the twenty ninth of May, collided with another ship causing irreparable damage[footnoteRef:12]; this may explain why the database is not able to confirm the date the ship arrived back to its homeport, but it may explain why there is only one entry for the Hannibal in the database.   [11:  Phillips p. 238]  [12:  Ibid. p 239] 

In general, the analysis suggests that the Slave Trade was a commercial enterprise established to facilitate other commercial enterprises in the Americas and Caribbean and that care was extended to the slave population only insofar as it met commercial aims.  

As can be seen from the evidence above, databases can yield large amounts of information  that allow the researcher to understand historical events. However, it cannot always tell the whole story and for that, it may need to be contextualised using more qualitative research. 
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