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A critical comparison of Saturn in three primary source documents.

Word length: 2045 


This paper will compare and contrast the treatment of the astrological use of Saturn in the following three sources: Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. from Greek by F.E. Robbins (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1940), Liz Greene, 'Saturn: A New Look at an Old Devil', (San Francisco: Weiser Books, 1997 [1976]) and Mark Jones, 'The Soul Speaks', (Portland: Raven Dreams Press, 2015). The task at hand will be accomplished via three different themes named: Saturn and Pain, Saturn and Choice, and Saturn Inner x Outer. 

Claudius Ptolemy, according to Mark Riley, was ‘a pathfinder of astrology’ and a ‘careful researcher’ and the Tetrabiblos is considered ‘the Bible of astrology’.[footnoteRef:1] The Tetrabiblos was written on the second century BCE as a compilation of rules for reading horoscopes which are still considered ‘highly influential’.[footnoteRef:2] Liz Greene is a Jungian analyst and one of the most influential developers of psychological astrology.[footnoteRef:3] Her book ‘Saturn: A New Look at an Old Devil’ was written in 1976 as an attempt to break from the traditional astrological perspective of classifying the planets as either good or bad.[footnoteRef:4] Mark Jones is a contemporary astrologer and psychosynthesis therapist and he wrote ‘The Soul Speaks’ almost 40 years after Greene wrote her book on Saturn.[footnoteRef:5] His book was written in order to fuse his career as a therapist and astrology in order to explore the ‘transformative potential of an astrological reading.’[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  Mark Riley, ‘Theoretical and Practical Astrology: Ptolemy and His Colleagues’, Transactions of the American Philological Association (1974-2014), Vol. 117 (1987), p. 235.]  [2:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, (New York: New York University Press, 2012), pp. 150, 157; Patrick Curry and Roy Willis, Astrology, Science and Culture, (Oxford: Berg, 2004), p. 69.]  [3:  Liz Greene, ‘The Astrologer’s Astrologer’, <https://www.astro.com/people/greene_p.htm?&lang=e>, [accessed in 24 of February 2020]; Patrick Curry and Roy Willis, Astrology, Science and Culture, (Oxford: Berg, 2004), p. 69]  [4:  Liz Greene, 'Saturn: A New Look at an Old Devil', (San Francisco: Weiser Books, 1997 [1976]), p. 9.]  [5:  Mark Jones, ‘About Mark’, <https://www.plutoschool.com/about/bio>, [accessed in 24 of February 2020].]  [6:  Mark Jones, ‘About Mark’, <https://www.plutoschool.com/about/bio>, [accessed in 24 of February 2020].] 




Saturn and Pain:

This theme will discuss how the three authors described Saturn in connection to pain and how Greene and Jones, as psychological astrologers, saw pain as a necessary experience in order for a person to grow but Ptolemy did not share this view. 

Claudius Ptolemy is the only one amongst the three authors that made use of the theory of the four humours and defined Saturn as a ‘malefic’ planet. Ptolemy wrote: ‘and two are destructive and passive, the dry and the cold, through which all things (…) are separated and destroyed (…) Saturn and Mars (…) one because of his excessive cold and the other for his excessive dryness’.[footnoteRef:7] In the previous quote Ptolemy talked about two of the four humours and Saturn as cause of separation and destruction, two dimensions of life which generally has a connection with pain. Also for Ptolemy, Saturn’s malefic influence in a person’s life could range from appearance, family situation or health, and that influence was discussed as negative, without mentioning these events as catalysts for growth, but rather being interpreted as ‘unlucky’ and based on the concept of essential dignities, something that was also not mentioned by the other two authors at all.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Ptolemy, Claudius, Tetrabiblos, trans. from Greek by F.E. Robbins (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1940), p. 39.]  [8:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, pp. 261, 317, 319, 327, and pp. 339-341-343- 345-347 for examples on Saturn in combination with other planets without ‘essential dignity’.] 


Greene and Jones, as psychological astrologers, talked about the necessity of experiencing Saturn’s pain in order for an individual to mature and grow. According to Liz Greene Saturn ‘is not merely a representative of pain, restriction, and discipline; he is also a symbol of the psychic process (…) by which an individual may utilise the experiences of pain, restriction and discipline as a means for greater consciousness and fulfilment.’[footnoteRef:9] The description given by Greene resonated with Carl Jung’s concept of the ‘Individuation Process’ which according to John Pennachio is connected with psychic integration and the need for ‘grappling with painful and disturbing inner forces.’[footnoteRef:10]Astrologer Mark Jones had a similar perspective when he stated that ‘The Saturn function reveals that our suffering and failings have a place in our journey towards wholeness (…) they contain the seeds of real self-knowledge.’[footnoteRef:11]In these quotes Liz Greene and Mark Jones talked about Saturn on one hand as a ‘psychic process’ and on another as a ‘function’, which echoed their psychological perspective. Also, Jones’s description of Saturn’s pain as a container for the ‘seeds of self-knowledge’ resonates with Liz Greene’s words when she said that pain could be used ‘as a means for greater consciousness and fulfilment’. These two quotes reflect how both psychological astrologers had a similar take regarding Saturn and pain as a necessary part of life, agreeing with Patrick Curry’s argument that psychological astrology emphasises self-knowledge and self-transformation, a theme which Ptolemy did not talk about in the Tetrabiblos.[footnoteRef:12]   [9:  Liz Greene, 'Saturn: A New Look at an Old Devil', (San Francisco: Weiser Books, 1997 [1976]), p. 10.]  [10:  John Pennachio, ‘Gnostic Inner Illumination and Carl Jung’s Individuation’, Journal of Religion and Health, Vol. 31, No. 3 (Fall, 1992), p. 238.]  [11:  Jones, Mark, 'The Soul Speaks', (Portland: Raven Dreams Press, 2015), p. 103.
]  [12:  Patrick Curry and Roy Willis, Astrology, Science and Culture, (Oxford: Berg, 2004), p. 73. ] 


This theme discussed the relationship between Saturn and Pain in the comparison of the three authors where Liz Greene and Mark Jones, both psychological astrologers, approached pain as a necessary experience for the individual to grow while Claudius Ptolemy did not approach Saturn and pain in this manner but as a manifestation of the theory of the four humours in direct connection to the astrological concept of essential dignities. 


Saturn and Choice:

In this section the relationship between Saturn and choice will be discussed regarding the three texts and how the concept of personal responsibility, which strongly speaks about the individual’s choice, is found weaved in the work of both psychological astrologers but lacking in Claudius Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos.

Mark Jones talked about a ‘misdirected persecutory Saturn energy’ where ‘the energy (…) isn’t being properly directed’ and he continued talking that this energy could be connected with past-life experience, a subject not mentioned by the other two authors in their astrological description of Saturn.[footnoteRef:13] By using the verb ‘to direct’ in this quote the possibility of choice in the process of expressing Saturn is possible, and Jones also said that ‘Saturn is about taking personal responsibility’.[footnoteRef:14] The idea of responsibility also implies choosing, so in Mark Jones’s view the astrological Saturn resonates with choice. Liz Greene had a similar perspective regarding choice and Saturn, she said that ‘behind the guilt and fear, there lies another purpose which is perhaps wiser and more meaningful a path’ and she then talked about the process of integration and growth which according to her, took place through the conflict between opposites. [footnoteRef:15] Liz Greene claimed that ‘Man creates his world all the time, according to the thought patterns he generates’ and she continued talking about the importance of asking why and searching to perceive the meaning in life.[footnoteRef:16] In this process lies man’s choice for most of what happens to him, according to Liz Greene, is directly connected with his inner life and thinking pattern.  [13:  Jones, The Soul, p. 113. ]  [14:  Jones, The Soul, p. 104.]  [15:  Greene, Saturn, p. 13.]  [16:  Greene, Saturn, p. 12.] 


Although the two authors talked differently about the difficulties connected with Saturn, they both focused in the inner life and the potential for using consciousness in order to direct the process represented by Saturn more constructively. 

Ptolemy on another hand, wrote an intricate set of predictions connected with Saturn which did not depend on the quality of the individual’s inner life: ‘if Saturn himself is in an harmonious aspect to the sun, (…) we must conjecture long life for the father; if they are weak (…) if they are declining from the angles, they merely make the fathers weak’.[footnoteRef:17] In this quote Ptolemy talked about Saturn and the father figure in a very precise manner where choice was not a possibility. As Nicholas Campion argued, the Tetrabiblos was designed as a manual to understand how predictions could be casted and how the planets affected the person’s soul, different from Liz Greene’s and Mark Jones’s take.[footnoteRef:18] Ptolemy talked about predictions which were precise and rich in details and he also talked about luck, a word not mentioned by Greene or Jones. He claimed that a certain position of Saturn in the astrology chart happened ‘frequently in humble and unlucky nativities’.[footnoteRef:19] Even though he used the word ‘frequently’, in bringing the idea of ‘unlucky nativities’ Ptolemy spoke about fated configurations that did not include the element of choice.  [17:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 245.]  [18:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, (New York: New York University Press, 2012), pp.150, 157; Nicholas Campion, ‘Astronomy and Psyche in the Classical World: Plato, Aristotle, Zeno, Ptolemy’, Journal of Cosmology, Vol. 9, (2010), pp. 10, 11.]  [19:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 18.] 


In this section the relationship between Saturn and choice was discussed in the work of the three authors and how Ptolemy differentiated from the other two by stating a set of very precise rules which did not allow much space for choice. In contrast, Greene and Jones talked about the importance that choice has in the process of psychological expansion and the astrological Saturn as an essential part in that. 


 
Saturn Inner x Outer:


In this theme the relationship between Saturn and its potential for outer and inner manifestation will be analysed in the work of the three different authors. They all somehow considered the two dimensions of Saturn, but each author focused differently on either one depending on the purpose of their work. 

Mark Jones argued that Saturn can have both inner and outer manifestations in a person’s life as it ‘can refer to a family, a society or civilization, and to the very way that we structure our own consciousness.’[footnoteRef:20] Regarding the inner dimension Mark Jones claimed that ‘Saturn is fundamental in the formation of a unique personality, an ego, or sense of separate self’.[footnoteRef:21] Here once more his psychological perspective of astrology, which tend to prioritize the inner dimension of life, was made clear,.  [20:  Jones, The Soul, p. 101.]  [21:  Jones, The Soul, p. 100.] 


Liz Greene, also coming from the psychological astrology’s view, in the introduction of the book made clear her intentions: ‘The form side of Saturn’s expression has in fact been most adequately covered (…) however, it is the inner meaning which here concerns us.’[footnoteRef:22]In this quote the author mentioned the two dimensions of Saturn, but stated that her goal was to focus on one in specific, similarly to Jones emphasising the inner dimension.    [22:  Greene, Saturn, p. 15.] 


Ptolemy talked about various dimensions of interpreting Saturn, both inner and outer, including physical appearance, medical issues, a person’s character and family, with many of these areas, like for example the weather, geography and its population characteristics not being touched by neither Liz Greene or Mark Jones which, as stated before, mainly concentrated in interpreting the inner dimension of the astrological Saturn for the purpose of their book.[footnoteRef:23] According to Mark Riley ‘Ptolemy is unique in his attempt to establish a scientific foundation for astrology’ working with precise detail and joining ‘the diverse phenomena of the cosmos under the given set of concepts’ which Nicholas Campion called an expression of ‘technical astrology’.[footnoteRef:24] This idea of Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos being considered ‘technical astrology’ could be argued to be directly connected with his text being generally more focused on the outer dimension of the astrological Saturn in comparison to Liz Greene’s or Mark Jones’s. In addition to that, according to Patrick Curry psychological astrologers have mostly ignored the outer world or ‘reduced to a reflection of the so called inner’ and this argument seems to feature as both Liz Greene and Mark Jones emphasised the inner dimension of Saturn in their text much more than Claudius Ptolemy did.[footnoteRef:25] [23:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 309.]  [24:  Mark Riley, ‘Science and Tradition in the “Tetrabiblos”’, Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 132, No. 1 (March 1988), pp. 67, 68; Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, (New York: New York University Press, 2012), p. 150.]  [25:  Patrick Curry and Roy Willis, Astrology, Science and Culture, (Oxford: Berg, 2004), p. 74.] 


This theme discussed the work of the three authors in relation to Saturn’s inner versus outer manifestation. It was argued that both psychological astrologers generally emphasised the inner dimension of the planet much more than Ptolemy did, and how the main purpose of their work differed and had an influence on that. 


Conclusion:

This paper compared and contrasted the treatment of the astrological use of Saturn in the work of Claudius Ptolemy, Liz Greene and Mark Jones via the use of three themes, Saturn and Pain, Saturn and Choice and Saturn Inner x Outer.

In the first theme, Saturn and Pain, it was argued that Liz Greene and Mark Jones, as both are psychological astrologers, had a similar take and considered pain as necessary for growth and the achievement of greater consciousness with Saturn having an important role in it. Ptolemy used the theory of the four humours and essential dignities in order to consider Saturn as a ‘malefic’ planet and did not speak about pain in any positive sense. 

The second theme, Saturn and Choice, discussed the similarities between Liz Greene and Mark Jones as they both considered personal responsibility as an important part of what the astrological Saturn represents. In this context Jones and Greene shared the view which included choice by focusing in the inner life and using consciousness in order to direct the process connected with Saturn. Differently from that, Ptolemy wrote a set of precise rules and predictions which did not allow space for choice to be made. 

In Saturn inner x outer, it was argued that although the three authors mentioned the two dimensions of manifestation of the astrological Saturn, once again the two psychological astrologers Liz Greene and Mark Jones had a similar take which prioritized the inner dimension. Ptolemy spoke with more variety about both inner and outer potential manifestations of Saturn and it was claimed that that was related to the format of his work being more technical.  
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