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     Towards the end of this process the focus turned heavily onto the lighting and sound as well as the performances themselves. After our final run through before tech week, various members of the team voiced their worries and concerns over the authenticity of the accent I was trying to portray as my strong Welsh accent was dominant and overpowering.  I am originally from Swansea where people are known for having very thick Welsh accents with the tendency to abbreviate and shorten words and sentences.  Within previous performances, accents and pronunciation have therefore always been a struggle and proved to be a massive challenge for me to overcome. Due to the setting of the show being in Wales my character Bobby needed to have an English RP accent with the addition of a Hungarian accent when pretending to be Zangler. English RP is “Received Pronunciation, or RP for short, is the instantly recognizable accent often described as ‘typically British’” (Robinson, 2019) Throughout the process I knew that my accents were vital to the whole performance as Bobby, my character really highlights the cultural difference between London people and those from Wales so a distinguishable accent was very important. 
     Therefore, I took time to watch films and TV programmers featuring people talking in an RP accent such as Bridgeton, The Crown and Jeeves and Wooster which all heavily involve the use of the RP accent and twang. Jeeves and Wooster proved to be a very useful source of listening and watching as the character Bertie Wooster is very similar to Bobby, so I was able to pick up mannerisms and certain phrases that are featured in the show. Furthermore, the actor who portrays the character Wooster in the series is Hugh Laurie who is a “British comic actor perhaps best known for his role on the television series House” (Whitney, 2022). I have seen this actor in various films and TV series such as House and Stuart Little from which his voice has become very memorable to me.  I used this memory in a similar way someone would use pictures as a stimulant before each performance, as a reminder of the accent and manner of speech, to fully engross myself in the characterization of Bobby.
   I was surprised how effective using these TV shows and films as a basis of my accent improvement were and how they had such a dramatic effect on my portrayal of the RP accent. Additionally, I have often found myself learning things easier through listening and repetition and this is reflected in one of the main ways I become comfortable with new songs and material.  I repeat cast albums and covers of the same song, that I need to know to become familiar with it. It is a known fact that learning a language or “Accent is one of the most difficult skills to master as a language learner.” (Richards, Story Learning) The biggest mistake people make which is something I myself have become accustomed to is the idea that “Even if you can pronounce most words correctly in your target language, it's still not easy to sound natural or ‘native-like' when you speak.” (Richards, Story Learning). I found this very interesting as the main goal for any performer is to be a truthful, naturalistic actor which can define whether or not you have a good performance. The role of the actor is to take the audience on an emotional journey through a specific scenario happening to that character. All performers at some point will have to portray accents in their career, as the likelihood of being in a production that is set from where you are from is highly unlikely This production has highlighted to me the importance of being able to tackle different accents to be successful, adaptable and castable. From now on I will build on what I have learnt and will continue to work on techniques to help me execute accents successfully.  For the future I want to ensure I can embrace all opportunities I may be offered and not fail to fulfill my full potential, not to be considered or not cast at all because I failed to master an accent. 
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