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Research Methodology and Planning

Introduction 

There is limited research conducted which explores how the actions of the Police influence a victim of domestic violence in reporting their offender and furthermore participating in Police investigation, therefore, to enhance this study and gain better understanding, an exploration of methods and methodology to be used throughout this study is required. A gap in the research has already been identified in previous chapters of this study therefore this chapter aims to outline the research methods used to identify the gap in research. 

Planning, Aims and Objectives

To assist in answering the research question, three aims and objectives were outlined; How do the actions of the Police influence a victim of domestic violence in reporting their offender; to explore the barriers experienced by victims in reporting their offender; to understand how the actions of the attending Officer may influence how the victim subsequently participates in Police investigations. 

Following decision of the aims and objectives, the best method of data collection was decided upon. Research methods are used during studies to allow specific analysis according to the methodology of the researcher. Quantitative research aims to collect data which can then be expressed in numbers and graphs. Data collected is information based on the topic and can be collected via surveys/questionnaires and existing data (Thattamparambil, 2020). Taking into account the above, the study conducted is based upon quantitative research and a questionnaire designed to obtain data. 

In order to answer the research question, aims and objectives primary research will be collected. A questionnaire was designed to gain realistic insight, feelings and opinion from survivors of domestic violence, which will gain opinions relating to how the actions of the Police influence a victim in reporting their offender and how the action of the attending Officer/s influences the victim’s willingness to participate with further investigation. 

Data from the respondents will allow analysis of results to conclude and support any findings and theories which have already been explored. It will be possible to conclude from the answers of the respondents, how the Police are able to improve their future practice. The data obtained will allow the author of this study to put forward recommendations with evidence to support in order to ultimately safeguard more victims of domestic violence. 



Research Methods and Methodology

To obtain supporting evidence for the purpose of this study, primary data will be collected in the form of a questionnaire. The study had been approved by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Ethics Committee prior to commencement through means of an ethics form submission. 

Primary data will be collected via a questionnaire, the purpose of which is to collect original data and results relating to a specific research project, gathering information first-hand rather than relying on results already obtained via databases and other publications (Gratton & Jones, 2010). Participants of the questionnaire will be sought via social media platforms including Facebook. The participants are current victims of domestic violence or a survivor. The questionnaire will explore all types of domestic abuse including violence, psychological, financial, coercive, and controlling behaviour, stalking and online abuse. It is encouraged that both male and female victims answer the questionnaire to obtain an insight from both sex perspectives. This hopes to obtain results to analyse whether there are any differences and / or any trends based on the gender of the victims. 

To obtain data and identify trends and gaps, it is hoped that the study will receive between fifty and one hundred participants, by using social media platforms, the author believes that this is achievable and attainable and would provide enough data to be measured. The respondents will be from the public and all results will be kept anonymous. This will be reinforced prior to commencement of the questionnaire. 

The questionnaire will be designed using a survey website and then released using social media platforms. To remain a quantitative study, closed questions will be asked throughout the questionnaire with the participant given several options or answers to choose from. A briefing will be given to the participants prior to commencement of the questionnaire outlining the purpose of the study and questionnaire and how their answers will be used in the research. Should participants agree to this, they will be asked to sign a consent form. At the forefront of the questionnaire, it will be made very clear to the participants that all information given will be kept anonymous. The briefing will also outline that it would not be possible in any way to identify the participant from the information provided. The questionnaire will not ask for the participants name and date of birth but will ask for their sex and age group. This will aid to gain a better understanding of the social circumstances of the participant; however, this information will remain anonymous. 

Following completion of the questionnaire, information and links to further support will be provided for victim help and support should the participant wish to seek further advice. 

The author will not focus on individual data but will use the answers provided to identify any emerging trends or themes and results will be analysed in order to draw upon conclusions. The analysis technique will be that of statistical analysis which will allow data collection and analysis, allowing trends to be easily identified. 

Limitations

Throughout the study, limitations and barriers will be encountered. One noted is time constraints; the research is conducted as part of an undergraduate dissertation allowing completion time of a few months. The questionnaire will only be active for four to six weeks, potentially limiting the number of participants. 

The nature of this study requires collection of very sensitive and confidential information, victims and survivors may not want to share their experiences which could mean that true and accurate information may be limited. It will be explained clearly, prior to commencement, that all information will be kept confidential and anonymous.

To ensure confidentiality and reduce negative impact to the victims and survivors completing the questionnaire, it has been designed to only ask closed questions therefore may not allow the participants to fully explain their feelings and experiences. However, for the benefit of this study quantitative data is best collected to identify emerging trends and themes. 

Conclusion

To conclude, the study conducted will be that of a quantitative study, collecting data through use of a questionnaire to obtain information to assist in answering the three objectives outlined. Results will be analysed to identify trends and themes to answer the overall research paper title and aim to assist in creating recommendations for future policing practice. 
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