Dear Mr Williams,

My name is Beti Llewes and I am a female writer from Wales in my early thirties. I would very much like you to consider my manuscript for publication by Iconau books. I am a musical collaborator with two successful albums; the mother to two young daughters and consider myself a literary activist. At the core of my creative practice is my poetry which is as yet unpublished in print. I have attached a synopsis of my collection which is provisionally simply titled Trauma.  The collection is very much in a hybrid volume. Toni Morrison was a great influence upon my early writing. Within the attached synopsis you may read my explanation of how the poetic pieces are arranged to create a coherence and a narrative thread through-out these genre-diverse compositions.  I am a bilingual writer and have a complicated relationship with the Welsh language but identify very strongly as a woman informed by a long tradition of Welsh literature living in a global twenty-first century society. 

I am impressed and fascinated by the poetry published by Iconau books and appreciate the position in which your literary output places Wales in an international literary community. There is a hireath evident in the work of Mel Perry, Dominic Williams and Anthony Kendrew all poets of place, albeit that place is often California, or Sweden or Ireland there is a psychological continuity with which I as a writer empathise. I was very interested to learn that your publication Singing in my chains like the sea was a collection written in English by Bengt Bjorklund and not a translation from his native Swedish. As a bilingual writer I am familiar with the concept of singing in two different voices in the two languages in which I create.

I am particularly excited by your poetry imprint, Three Throated Press and firmly believe that my collection would sit very conformably in this series. It is a series of poetry collections that, in itself, is diverse, including translations as well as the output of native Welsh poets. In the book when the barbed wire slipped in I can identify an effective sense of collaboration between the poet, translator ad illustrator. As a performer and a cross disciplinary artist myself I feel this is a concept that infuses my own written work and is evident in my collection. Three Throated Press gives opportunity for new but not necessarily young writers and develops new audiences for emergent writers. My burgeoning creative career and my young female voice would benefit form and contribute to those ideals.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a practicing musician I am at ease with performance as a tool for marketing and have an established fan base. I am adept at developing markets. There are themes of mental health, trauma and recovery that run consistently through much of the Iconau catalogue, these are themes which I explore in my work and are very much newsworthy in these current times. The style in which I write is currently very en vogue in the commercial market. The hybrid genre has been popular for several years and the recent academic discussions about the structure and form of the lyric essay will make Trauma an extremely saleable product. 

I hope that you will consider my manuscript and that I may hear from you soon.
Best wishes



