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THE ELEMENT OF WATER : CONTEXTS (Lecture)

· Writing from the margins – undercutting the centre – alternative narratives
· Writing as self determination – establishing an identity – especially relevant for Wales where the role of culture is all the more imp because there are no other markers (geographical separation/religious (Ireland); educational/governmental (Scotland)
· Rewriting geographical space - Narratives that construct the present
· Rewriting the past – multiple histories/ myth Narratives that construct the present
· Role of gender within a [internal] colony – how does the woman writer (in particular but not exclusively) ‘write and speak from a place and time, from a history and culture that is specific.’ 
· The place of the marginalised within the marginalised – eg not only Welsh but Welsh women 

Relation to Hiding Place
· consider nostalgia and history (Linda Hutcheon and Susan Onega )
· Historicism and nostalgia - 
· competing narratives 
· slippage between past and present - continuing struggle

Walter Benjamin and thesis on history
· Choice of period and why?
· Rise of Historiographic fiction in Britain during the 1980s - Thatcher and use of heritage as past Marxist response Growth of Cultural materialism within Britain. Shift from the more purely theoretical Franch influenced criticism to a materialist view of society (though still retaining influences of major theorist such as Derrida - il n’y dehors de texte - and Foucault. Elements of psychoanalysis.) The great area of research was the renaissance - birth of modern subject - BUT what was that subject in what did it consist. Nationalism too. Historiography also in the radical playwrights of the time - Howard Barker and Brenton, David Hare (Even Tom Stoppard - Rosencrantz and Guilderstern are dead; Arcadia) Concern with and awareness of the fictionality of history - narratives
· Ongoing - implications in present of forgotten lost events - the vision of the world and the way that it is formulated according to particular conventions.
· Questions of place – history buried in/drowned the water
· Deconstructs the family romance anyway

Looking at today
· Welsh woman but not set in Wales – impact on idea of nationality – not cut off from /behind boundaries of purity. 
· Relationships – men and women 
· Education and experience 
