CLCS4007: Athens and Rome – Workshop 8 (Week 10) – 10/12/12

This week’s in-lecture workshop will be on Polybius’ comparison of Roman and Greco-Macedonian styles of warfare. You should read Polybius book 6 sections 19 to 42 and book 18 sections 28 to 32 (this probably should not take more than about 40-50 minutes). I have provided a link below to online translations (scroll down to the relevant sections). As usual make notes to the questions below and bring them along to the lecture on Monday 10th of December. 

Translation – Polybius 6.19-42:
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Polybius/6*.html

Translation – Polybius 18.28-32:
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Polybius/18*.html


Questions: 

1) What is the importance of discipline from the Roman army, does it appear harsh to you? 

2) What important contributions do the allies make to the Roman army?

3) Why do you think the Romans place so much emphasis on organisation and camp formation?

4) What are the advantages and weaknesses of the phalanax system according to Polybius, and why is the maniple system more effective?
