Consolidation Questions Tutorials 1 and 2

You meet with Alice Abbington who wishes to instruct you in relation to a personal injury claim. You take notes of her instructions which can be found at document 1 below. Assume that the date of the meeting is 01/10/2021.
Question 1
When does the limitation period for Alice’s claim expire? (2 marks) 
The limitation period is 3 years for personal injury cases which runs from the date of the accident so 11/10/2018 (1 mark) however as Alice was minor at the time of the accident it will run from the date of her 18th birthday and so will expire on 05/10/2022 (1 mark).

Question 2
What additional steps might you take to progress this claim once Alice has left your office (give a maximum of three) (3 marks) 

1 mark for each to a maximum of three
Obtain consent to access Alice’s medical records.
Obtain a police report for the accident.
Obtain details of the conviction.
Contact any witnesses and take initial proofs of evidence.
Obtain receipts for any losses.
Having investigated the claim you have sufficient evidence to proceed. 
Question 3
What step should you take next? (3 marks)
 In accordance with the pre-action protocol, you should send the defendant two copies of a letter of claim (1 mark)
The letter should contain a clear summary of the facts on which the claim is based together with an indication of the nature of any injuries suffered, and the way in which these impact on the claimant’s day to day functioning and prognosis. (1 mark)
Any financial loss incurred by the claimant should be outlined with an indication of the heads of damage to be claimed and the amount of that loss, unless this is impracticable. (1 mark)

The defendant’s insurers accept liability and make an offer of settlement of £45,000 which you consider to be acceptable.
Question 4
What steps do you need to take to settle the case? (3 marks)
As Alice is a minor the court needs to approve any settlement CPR 21.10 (1 mark)
A request to the court to approve the settlement will need to be made using the procedure in CPR 8 (1 mark)
The money will be paid into court until Alice is 18. (1 mark)



Document 1

Meeting with Alice Abbington (DOB 05/10/2004).
Involved in a road traffic accident 11/10/2018. Was using pedestrian  crossing on Granby Street in  Cardiff. Car driven by Brian  Burren failed to stop for red light and hit her. 
Was taken to hospital with broken leg. Had to wear plaster cast  for a week and has ongoing pain as well as stress and trauma.
Brian Burren was prosecuted for careless driving and she had to give evidence at his trial. He was convicted and fined £300.
