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[bookmark: _Int_9JUq93fp]Careers week was an opportunity for us students to engage in activities that were organised by the University staff and important people within cooperations that we might join after our studies. The aim of this week was for us to gain contact with these people as well as open up opportunities by them showing what they do in their job and whether we would want to pursue their career in the future. For many it has changed their mind about what they want to do but for some it has reinforced their idea of their future career choices. Swansea City Council came to our university on one of the days with the sole aim of convincing us students to join them for a number of reasons. They done this by outlining what they do on a day-to-day basis, the benefits of working within the council as well as how easy it is to join due to the fact that little qualifications are needed (Swansea City Council, 2023). My all-time preferred profession was to become either a family solicitor or a social worker. I went into the talk with the mindset of believing that I would not learn anything as family solicitors work for private companies. To my surprise, one of the council workers, Lee, talked about his profession as a welfare rights advisor within Swansea City Council and he had described what I imagined a solicitor's job to be like but with many more benefits. For example, a welfare rights advisor like himself in the Swansea Council has elements of being a social worker. He had described his job as being adventurous and exciting due to the number of people I would encounter as well as the fact that his job requires specific law knowledge that can only be attained through a legal course in university. He explained that social worker factors are present due to the fact that he travels to people's homes or answering phone calls, consoling them and giving them legal advice about their current issue or situation (NHS 2015). In hindsight, being everything, I would ever want to be, a legal advisor and social worker. In terms of job opportunities, I have concluded that his job is something I could be looking and striving for after my education in UWTSD. After listening to the talk, I believe that being a full-time solicitor would mean that I would have too many responsibilities when it comes to work as well as it could be too difficult for me. For example, one of many jobs as a solicitor would be to write and draft legal cases into court for a barrister or lawyer to defend (Career Insights, 2021). Therefore, I believe that being a welfare rights advisor within the council would eliminate the fear of having too many responsibilities and could involve a job factor I would be missing out on otherwise.

[bookmark: _Int_doixNe4l]These employers were looking for many key skills and aspects within us students. These aspects may come with years of experience rather than a certificate. It was noted by the speakers that they predominantly look for bright and well-communicated individuals rather than someone who has a degree but is quiet and antisocial. They believe that skills like these are more important than the degree certificate due to the work they do on a day-to-day basis. I can improve my chances of gaining employment by improving on my attribute skills that were outlined by the speakers. For example, I have good communication skills through my time working in Amazon as a courier driver. I have worked for just under two years as a delivery driver in Amazon and one of the main key skills they require is to be a kind and bright individual to every customer we deliver to. This is done to give each customer the delivery experience they paid for, one of which being giving the parcel to the customer without it being damaged. My employers emphasised on being kind and bright to customers due to the fact that, if each driver gets enough good responses, the whole company and the drivers within the company will get a bonus pay from Amazon themselves (Amazon Flex 2023). Furthermore, I have a vast and well orientated knowledge on the Polish language as I was born in Poland and raised by parents whom made sure I could still speak my language. I could also improve on my chances of employment by attending A-level Polish language classes and gaining a qualification. This could aid me in my pursuit of being a welfare rights advisor due to the sudden increase of Polish people within the UK (Polska macierz szkolna, 2023). 

[bookmark: _Int_aW7fYpAg][bookmark: _Int_CwaykJF4][bookmark: _Int_8uZLWUqk]In conclusion, the session where Swansea City Council attended our university was very beneficial to me as it has changed my mind on what I want to do in the future. I was set on becoming a solicitor in the future, with the unfortunate realisation that I could not be a social worker as well. With the advice given, I have decided that I would follow the path of one of the speakers. That being a welfare rights advisor for the Swansea City Council. The job would be suitable for me, due to the fact that an understanding of law is required in such field of practice, as well as the fact that I have developed social and human understanding skills from my past jobs in order to aid me in the ‘social worker’ aspect of such a job.

TASK 2: https://www.canva.com/design/DAFfO3khjWM/mxnpEwEqxJXDFZLMq-8eFQ/edit
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