Ma{nta{ning Egypt
Re[igion

When one visits Egypt today, manifestations of its
ancient religion are visible in many of its monuments, be
they temples or tombs. Regardless of this abundant archi-
tectual evidence, and the myriad ancient texts relating to
the subject, it remains difficult to understand completely
the religion of the ancient Egyptians. One reason is that
we are seeing only some manifestations of religious prac-
tice and reading only a portion of the writings related to
it. Our knowledge is the sum of fragments from differ-
ent periods, and we therefore cannot grasp the totality of
Egyptian religion at any one point in time. Instead, we are
cobbling together the known evidence from three thou-
sand years of Egyptian history, most of which dates to
the New Kingdom or later. Thus we have formed only
an imperfect view of the religious beliefs of the ancient
Egyptians, which may actually have evolved in ways far
different from those that we presume.

State Religion

There is virtually no record of collections of ‘national’
Egyptian myths written during the Pharaonic period — the
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