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For our presentation we have decided the outdoor learning context would be the Wetland Centre in Llanelli, South wales because as a group we believed after research of the area that it was local, supports the environment through conservation and could provide multiple learning opportunities for children. 
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Ofsted in (2017) recognised that daytime outdoor activities that are planned and implemented well can raise the level of a child's social, personal and emotional development and that musical or dramatic productions, field activities, investigations or experiments that can then be linked to work inside the classroom is proven to raise student achievement. 
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Since the implementation of the foundation phase in wales in September of 2010 the government arranged an independent evaluation of how the foundation phase was impacting children parents and teachers, how it is being delivered in school settings and what could be done to enhance it further. This was done by The Education Data Lab with the acronym (W.I.S.E.R.D.) combined with Cardiff University and was developed into four papers. 


The paper that focuses on the Impact of the foundation phase reports findings that most practitioners felt the foundation phase was having positive effects on the children’s learning and development of skills but in this instance did not give a mathematical figure that we can compare to the other findings.

 later in the paper however, its reported that 25% of teachers surveyed felt the foundation phase was having a positive impact on a child's readiness for key stage 2 and a substantial 19% of teachers agreed when questioned during this evaluation that the foundation phase was causing negative impacts leaving the majority 44% unsure if it made any difference at all. 

How are teachers supposed to be enthusiastic about the foundation phase if they are unsure of the impact on the child’s education when compared to the previous “early years” and “key stage 1” (Rhys, Taylor, and Waldron, 2014).
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The welsh governments foundation phase learning handbook states that the foundation phase and outdoor activities and play are inseparable.
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This need is corroborated by Elaine Skates, Chief Executive of Council for Learning Outside the Classroom who was quoted by SAGE Publications in 2017 saying that outdoor activities and learning should not be seen as an individual subject but for use as a tool for development across the curriculum.
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In 2009 The welsh government set out guidelines for the foundation phase outlining that outdoor learning should not be developed by teachers alone but that the families of the children can be a precious “asset” to the ideas, maintenance of activities and the donation of materials. 

However, in the guidelines I did not find any information relating to the benefits of family members and adults being actively involved and participating in the activities with the children inside and outside the classroom and how this could benefit the children. A study conducted by The Department for Education and skills in 2002 found only 29% of parents felt very involved in their child’s school life but 72% of parents wanted more involvement to the children’s advantage but, some barriers to the parents being more involved were stated to be time in general & the additional demands of work and homelife.
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Heres an example, during an activity of pond dipping in the Wetlands Centre in Llanelli a volunteer could spend that day instructing the children about the creatures that live in the pond or if properly organised and planned that child could learn about pond dipping alongside their parent's, older children or other adults thereby increasing the range of vocabulary the children hear. Those adults could ask stretching questions to the child to further facilitate a child's understanding of a topic.
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The 1978 social leaning theory by Vygotsky states that by having more access to adults during activities children can learn from and communicate with the children are benefitting from experiencing learning with the help of others thereby increasing the rate a child can cognitively develop. 

Having additional persons to help out with activities could help a teacher manage time more effectively and lessen staff shortages. In 2020 The National Foundation for Educational research states the number of primary and secondary teachers has fallen compared to 2009/2010 while the number of primary children has increased causing the shortages of teachers.

 As suggested by Andrew Hawk from Free spirit publishing 2016 based in the USA parents could provide learning support, easier group management, “clerical assistance”, “single student tutoring” or “additional homework support”. Coupled with higher adult child ratio could make any school trip, activity, or event even safer and richer for the child.

With Vygotsky's theory in mind by not only by having adults, volunteers or parents within the learning context but this could be extended to elder members of the community, so the benefits are felt by the many as appose to the few. Where appropriate maybe classes of different ages should combine more freely to form groups of learners with different abilities to teach and learn from each other. 

The older children could provide the “scaffolding” required for the younger students and benefit from the experience themselves of learning by teaching others.

 If the welsh government had set out guidelines that parents were to be welcomed to take part in certain indoor/outdoor activities then maybe the children could have benefited more from encouragement, greater access to language skills and a richer environment in which to learn.
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On the other hand, Piaget's (1936, 1950) theory of cognitive development suggests that children learn in four stages and do so by a process of physiological “maturation” and interaction with their environment meaning that children can complete more complex tasks as their body and brain develop through stages. 

This was rejected by Vygotsky who argues that community and language play an essential role in the development of a child's cognitive functions. He believes a child who interacts with other people and the environment can develop better cognitive skills that are unrelated to stages or ages than the child working alone.
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My research and information  available from UK Essays from 2018 shows Both Piaget and Vygotsky agree that developing language skills is an important stage of cognitive development however, Piaget believes that children lose the ability to use “egocentric speech” when children enter the operational stage of development but Vygotsky believes that egocentric speech does not disappear it changes to become inner thought and that development is the change required for “social speech” and our inner thoughts guide us cognitively through our life.
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In 2017 the Chair of Natural England Andrew Sells who was behind the Natural Connections Project said on video that the amount that children engage with the outdoors is “falling” this could be due to smart gadgets in the home replacing dens and treehouses of years gone by and means that children who spend less time outdoors will be negatively affected in wellbeing and fitness. 
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 Nick Garrick Hub Leader of Lighting Up Learning says by redefining what is meant by a “classroom” we can use the outdoors as a “learning space” this means “any space” in which a child has an opportunity to develop and enjoy school life. Those children who were asked by the Natural Connections Project said they got on 72% better with their classmates when outside this could be in part because children respond well to having more space in which to play and learn.
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Children who can learn being outdoors benefit from physical activity, open space and in more urban areas being within nature, so we considered the similarities that a forest school has with the wetlands in Llanelli and find that both offer similar learning activities for the children. A study conducted by Forest research, UK. shows that a group of children in Phase 2: England’s forest schools benefited from “improved motivation”, “Self-esteem” and boosted “confidence”. The practitioners who took part also benefited from a “unfamiliar perspective” seeing the children in an alternate environment. (O’brian, 2009)

 One perspective could be that if the children get too excited this energy would have a negative impact on learning however, isn't it the point of lessons to get children excited and wanting to learn and experience new things? Some evidence from outside the UK by Blom and Fägerstam in 2012 shows that after children have been in nature, they are able to reserve more information from lessons such as maths & biology within the classroom. Research by Hoody and Lieberman in 1998 found children showed improved engagement with language skill, social skill and science.

Handover to Jessica Bowler.
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