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The purpose of this essay is to critically analyze the political landscape of the EU and UK following the Brexit negotiations currently underway and how these activities have affected the devolved government of Wales. 
The European Union (EU) was developed in the hope to unite countries which would eventually put an end to bloody wars between neighboring countries. After the Second World War it was Germany and France who first developed the European Union as a sign that the two countries would never engage in war again. Later in 1973 the United Kingdom became a member after the European Economic Community which UK was a member became part of the signed deal (Kaiser, 2002). Today the European Union has become a major political and economic union in Europe, which consists of 28 member countries, in doing so has created as single market for system for all members.  All countries which belong to the EU are independent, yet are governed by a strong system of laws and regulations, and all members must trade under the agreements made between nations (Berkel, 2002).  The EU operates as a single market which enables free trade among member states, production of goods and services and flow of capital, as well as ensuring quality legislation and standard policies for trading between its countries (Hug, 2016). Wales is connected to the EU with regard to competencies and is part of the United Kingdom (UK).  However Wales has now become a divided country as its people backed to leave the EU to gain independency. Nevertheless despite its decision to leave Brexit has raised devolution flags as individuals worry of what will become of Wales when the UK officially leaves the EU.  As being under the membership of the EU has in fact benefited Wales immensely due to the sharing of power in particular areas of activity between the EU and Wales. Also the governing treaties of the membership defined how power related to specific competencies and activities is shared (Miles, 2018). The EU held exclusive legislative competencies with regard to customs union, competition rules and the monetary policies (Berkel, 2002). The shared legislative competencies include internal market operations, social and economic activity policing among other areas with moderate degree of sensitivity. Whilst also supporting the actions of member states in other sectors of the economy such as health, tourism, safety and regional development (Hug, 2016). 
So what does the Brexit negotiations mean and what will it mean for Wales once it has officially left the EU? The Brexit negotiations refer to negotiations currently being undertaken between the UK and the EU. The Brexit followed after a major referendum held in June 2016, and as a result it came to light that more were in favor of the UK dropping its membership from the EU. The Brexit negotiations came to view in a referendum in June 2016 when the United Kingdom voted to leave the EU and gave notice of their withdrawal as required by Article 50 of the membership referendum (Ohr, 2017). According to the membership agreement, negotiations after a withdrawal notice should commence and end within a period of two years from the time the notice was issued. The negotiations commenced officially on March 2017 and are set to end on the 29th March 2019. Yet there is the possibility that the UK could withdraw from the agreement without any agreement a lot earlier, hoverer it is looking unlikely at this stage (Smith, 2018). It appears, the current negotiations between the Britain and the EU have stalled in what seems as a difference in views over the sequence of events and scope of matters involved in the negotiations. With reports claiming Theresa May offered 40bn to break the deadlock that is if the EU agrees to begin discussing a future free trade deal. However it’s believed that the EU still insists on at least 60bn to settle the bill and continue with the withdrawal (Miles, 2018). Another major challenge for the two parties to overcome in the negotiations is the nature of relationships between the two in future. The UK political instability has created even more complications for the negotiations, making it unlikely that negotiations will ever achieve a mutual agreement (Kauders, 2016).  Nevertheless the EU has continued to maintain a fixed stand on their approach to maintain a hard Brexit. However what we are fairly certain of is that EU funding will no longer be available to Wales, even under a soft Brexit scheme. It is without doubt that Brexit negotiations have caused large scale increase of uncertainty for many British citizens (Tol, 2017).
It is important to note that the UK is made up of four countries, namely; Wales, England, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Yet the UK has emerged as the weaker party in the negotiations as it is comparably smaller than the remaining EU 27 and therefore appears to have a lot more at stake in that the outcome for Wales may be a disastrous for Wales’s economic and political outlook (Thurner and Pappi, 2009). Wales voted to leave the EU by a total vote of 52%, with a 71.7% voter turnout and was a major event in the history of Wales that would see the Welsh politics change significantly. Although the consequences for Wales is complex and still uncertain it is clear that Wales may lose out the most because of its reliance on European funding ( Daniels, 2018 ). Nevertheless much will depend on whether there will still be continued access to the single market and also whether the UK government decides to make up any short fall to Wales (Smith, 2018). What’s more 60% of its export go on the bloc so would therefore be heavily affected by increased traffic on its products. Campaigners who supported the Brexit celebrated the historic victory. Those who voted remain gave alarming messages of how dangerous the decision would be for Welsh politics, with the vast majority of economists predicting exiting the EU  will have knock on effect on the economy and tax revenues (Zolle , 2016). Leaving the EU will have huge consequences on all of its four UK countries yet will impact more negatively on Wales who have been highly dependent on the policy frameworks of the EU. Brexit exposes Wales’s in particular to face the challenge of handling new devolved powers and will make the country more likely to be exposed to economic risks than any other areas of Europe, as well as inter-governmental interactions with the other three governments (Ottaviano et al., 2014). Researchers have reported that the UK’s GDP is seriously at risk as a consequence of future Brexit related trade barriers. It has been estimated that it will be 4.6 times more exposed than the rest of the EU, with many parts of Wales being as much 11.7% at risk of the country’s GDP. Therefore in economic terms the UK could be in a very weak bargaining position (Shaw, 2017). The European Economic Community (EEC) was an organization which brought about economic integration between all of the EU members. Since joining the (EEC) in 1973 along with Denmark and Ireland, the UK delegated power and roles to its countries. However some of these powers were not delegated fully since such delegations were only done at the EU level (Tsebelis and Garrett, 2000). Brexit means that these powers will now be repatriated to the devolved governments of the United Kingdom from the EU. However it’s not expected that Wales would remain strong with the EU due to Theresa Mays low authority (Allen, 2016). Most people stress that leaving the EU is a significant step for Wales and the UK. Wales politics and their plan to back a Brexit were greatly disrupted by the polls and robbed Theresa May of power in parliament, due to lack of support from a conservative majority (Smith, 2018). Since becoming Prime Minister May has been faced with crisis after crisis which has without doubt been very challenging, and has made her appear a weak leader and now an even greater weakness is Brexit. Nevertheless despite such criticism and lack of support her party cannot agree who would could do the job any better (O’Hagan, 2018). It is highly likely that the vote to leave the EU put in by Wales may greatly affect the political landscape of the country given the changed nature of devolved powers and responsibilities. Britain’s can now only hope that they can maintain their membership of the single market with the EEC which would therefore allow for free movement of goods, capital, services and people (Daniels, 2018)
Brexit will create substantial political and environmental consequences for the devolved government of Wales. This follows devolution of power that will happen within the UK. As the people who voted to remain in the EU may say that the idea to back Brexit triggered disastrous effects to Wales which could potentially take at least 5 years to overcome. The increasing uncertainty of economic growth will only discourage any shoots of hope that may appear (Zhang, 2018).Those that supported remain believe that Wales devolved government will be more powerful governed by the EU, therefore giving more power inside Wales and less to Westminster (Hosoe, 2017).Whilst power will be given to the UK, confusion is still vast on where the true decisions will lie, as Brexit continues decisions will have to be made by Wales on whether they continue their political relationship to the UK regulatory networks or stick to those provided by the EU. The only definite thing that Brexit has brought is that the policies undertaken at Brussels will be moved back to the UK. Wales has blamed Brussels for having too much control over its vital sectors especially the economy (Grimwood, 2018).           
Certain major areas of interest for both domestic and foreign policy which have great concerns for the policy makers are agricultural, fisheries and the environment. As Brexit is finalized and the UK becomes fully independent, the UK government will decide on policies that will affect Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland as a whole. The main legislations that they will deal with are things that are on a more global spectrum such the foreign policy, trade, energy and defense. They will also look after social benefits, employment and laws. Whereas Wales will take on key law making decisions on education, health, tourism and housing (Driver, 2018). It is thought that once the UK is free to start making these policies, in the short term it will keep the established frameworks from the EU whilst adjusting and setting out the long term structure. What happens immediately after Brexit all depends on numerus factors, which no one yet knows. It seems impossible to believe that 27 countries will be able to make agreements on such huge factors as immigrations and trade (Aristeidis and Elias, 2017).
With regards to trade, there seems to be many different outcomes and circumstances that could affect the UK and especially Wales. Certain opinions suggest that coming out of the EU will only enhance our partnerships with the US and China but struggle with the day to day trade which we seem to know so well (Asthana, 2018 ). Recent research suggested that the potential exports to significant market places such as Malaysia and Pakistan would become easier to deal with and it seems that these are the fastest growing economies in the world which would suggest Brexit may not be such a bad thing. It is thought that by 2050 China will become the largest economy in the world, which India having the largest population. This can only be a good thing for the UK as developing countries such as India have close ties with the UK with similar legal systems thus making it easier to find an agreement on free trade (Cole, 2018). Wales in particular may be affected in numerous ways if a no deal Brexit happened, after negotiations with the EU would still impose tariffs on goods and services from the UK at the same rate it charges other countries. Which at the moment is between 2% and 3% on industrial, 10% on cars and between 20% and 40% on some agricultural products (Crocford, 2018) .Wales’s agricultural sector is feared to be hit the worst, as the current benefits received by the Welsh farmer through the EU and single market would not be guaranteed by the UK government.  90% of Agricultural exports are sold through the single market which allows Welsh farmers to deal with over 30 countries without any issues of no tariffs or penalties so they can sell at competitive prices (Grimwood, 2018). Agriculture in Wales is the largest employer in the rural sector with around 60,000 people working on farms. Not only could it be disastrous for farmers who are worried about Brexit it could threaten vets, abattoirs, food suppliers and even tourism struggling with the loss of money received from the EU know as Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) (Williamson, 2017). CAP is a subsidiary given to the agricultural sector which the average Welsh Farmer earns £13,000 per year, in which 80% of this income is in fact funded from CAP. So as you can see with no EU help from CAP, Welsh farming could cease to exist. ‘The Farmers Union of Wales (FUW) has discussed the option of Wales by enabling access the single market and Customs Union as news broke of Northern Ireland looking for this option, different parts of the UK cannot be treated differently’(Driver, 2018).	
Those who voted to remain in the EU may say, the idea to back up the Brexit triggered very disastrous effects to Wales which may take even more than five years to overcome (Zhang, 2018). Those who supported to remain believe that the Wales devolved government will be better as part of the EU. Nevertheless leaving the EU is a big step that critically requires the four governments of the UK to collaborate (Tol, 2017). However the devolved government of Wales alongside governments of England, Northern Ireland and Scotland will now have more control over the frameworks they operate in. It will be a matter of transferring control from Brussels where major operational frameworks under the EU served the common interest of 28 governments, but will now serve the common interests of four devolved governments (Barker, 2017). Brussels has been blamed for having too much power over Wales since it controls most of the vital sectors of the Wales Economy. Over the years, advocates have constantly called for devolvement of power to the National Assembly (Sampson, 2017). 
	There will be a possible arrangement for decision making among the devolved governments and the UK. For Wales however it may change in the sense that policy frameworks will mean binding frameworks within the UK networks which will operate in all the devolved areas. Also what might happen is the UK may agree to stick to the already established frameworks from the EU in the short term, yet in time may adjust them to more long term structures (Giles, 2018). The four governments involving Wales will now be under the umbrella of the UK and will adopt the same principals and learn to develop viable decisions on common areas (Daniels, 2018). Nonetheless the reality of the matter is while it is important to remain supportive and collaborative of mutual policy developments, these policies may not always be in the best interest for Wales. A report by Davidson (2017) stated that ‘Wales will suffer greatly due to the limited movements of workers and goods among EU countries which will place Wales on strain unless the UK government can cultivate opportunities to increase the role of devolved governments in enhancing migration’ (Giles, 2018). Currently there is no separate immigration policy for Wales however Wales would like to be able to set its own visas and migration quotas, on the condition that immigrants should have to learn the English or Welsh Language which would therefore enable full participation in society and economy (Hosoe, 2017). Nevertheless it’s still early days and it may turn out that UK government may copy the Canadian model where all provincial governments are able to set region specific policies on immigration. Having a separate Welsh immigration policy would not only benefit the public services such as the NHS but also support the private sector as it would allow and attract highly skilled workers to come and work in Wales from worldwide. Yet despite how beneficial it could be for Wales it’s been said that having different immigration rules to the parts of the UK will only complicate the immigration system (Williamson, 2017).In spite of its benefits the UK government still have the power to dictate how the four devolved governments will work together with the aim of developing common standards. Yet it is not always the case that devolved government leaders will be willing to submit to the same set rules and standards (Hugs, 2016). Giving the UK government such power will ensure that the integrity and cohesion in the single market exists. However the UK government may be able to make suggestions but cannot be imposed on its members unless there is consent from all the devolved governments (Kaunders, 2016). Given the power the UK government has over its four devolved governments it has become apparent that complications are going to arise in a situation where mutual consent of various policies is not achieved. Which can only mean that the overall UK administration will impose unwanted policies on Wales, and will only create conflict between all four devolved governments (Grimmwood, 2018). The Welsh government has been highly reliant on the single market membership under the EU, particularly agriculture and its supply chain, which form a significant part of the Wales revenue generation. Welsh farmers in particular rely on funding from the EU to make ends meet and receives as much as £240 million a year from the Common Agricultural Policy (Driver, 2018).The Common Agricultural Policy acted as the tool through which the EU protected farmer’s rights and regional development for the sake of more equitable distribution of resources. The EU then developed a set of standards to oversee the marketing operations, quality of farm products and farming standards as well as being responsible for ensuring animal welfare and farmer welfare in Wales. As well as an estimated two thirds of the exports from Wales are passed through the EU (Crockford, 2018). Which can only mean one thing, the UK government will now have to work increasingly harder to fill the shoes of the EU government or suffer an over spill of new devolved powers (Stephens 2017). Despite the majority in favor of leaving the EU, Wales in particular had very critical interests to protect compared to the other nations. Particularly because Wales has been termed as a net beneficiary of the European Union in matters concerning Agricultural policies and structural funds (Miles, 2018). Therefore giving such power to the United Kingdom administration will only create possible challenges for Wales and most likely affect the country’s ability to perform at an optimal capacity for some time. However there are claims that Wales’s interest have been highly underrepresented in Brexit simply as Wales has more influence on the EU despite voting to leave. On the other hand any substantial changes in the food and environmental policies may lead to reduced food and environmental standards which will have significant effect on the Wales economy. Wales must therefore advocate for better policies and trade relations after the EU exit, to ensure that the interests represented accommodate total welfare of the whole country (O'Hagan, 2018). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The power over Wales’s economic activity such as agriculture has now been devolved to the UK administration. However there is a great deal of concern over the productiveness of this decision with regards to the possible effects of this power devolution. Transfer of control of such major competencies after years of financial support from the EU to the Wales’ farmers, has left many questioning whether the exit from the EU will secure sufficient funds to continue as they did before the decision to leave was made (Ottaviano et al., 2014). The funding which is to be replaced by the UK administrative governance and the allocation of agricultural and regional development via the Barnett formula will undoubtedly be detrimental to the financial allocation from the United Kingdom government (Aristeidis and Elias, 2017). According to Williamson (2017), changing the normal allocation through the Barnnett formula will lead to far less money for Wales which could mean Wales will be substantially poorer. The Barnett formula refers to the system used by the treasury to devolve financial resources. Yet a very  contrasting view is that of Parker’s (2017)  who believes that letting go of the system will only advantage Wales since in the past the system has been blamed for allocating too much funds to Scotland and allocated less to Wales (Smith, 2018). Brexit will now mean that Wales will develop a new funding system under the main UK administration (Zhang, 2018).

Conclusion 
	The EU has for many years been a source of support for 28 countries within the European region. However in 2016 it came to light that the UK would simply preferred to operate independently and gave their notice to leave the EU. The negotiations between EU and UK have however been unsuccessful even after intense and prolonged negotiation since March, 2017. The current political landscape has created a lot of economic and political uncertainty for the EU and UK networks. Wales in particular who also backed the Brexit to leave the EU has now raised flags for many, given the high dependency Wales had on the EU. Even under a soft Brexit scenario Wales will lose out considerably more than any of the other UK countries due to receiving substantially more EU funding. Much now will depend on whether or not the access to the single market is retained, also whether the UK government will make up the loss of funding to Wales. However the EU has maintained hard Brexit for the negotiations while internal politics within the UK have weakened the ability of the negotiations to achieve a solution. It is therefore difficult to predict when the negotiations can end and if the parties will have to seek for an extension after the allowed time of two years has lapsed without mutual agreement. Many people raised flags over the decision to exit the EU with many being particularly concerned of the impact it will have on Wales given its high dependency on the EU. People who voted for UK to remain in the EU did so with the belief that perceived benefits were only short term as the situation would turn dangerous for Wales with time. 
Brexit will now mean that the knowledge held by the EU will be devolved partly to the United Kingdom and partly to the devolved government within the UK; Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England. Issues regarding matters such as health, defense and social benefits will be left to the United Kingdom administration, whereas matters regarding tourism and education will be left to the devolved government. The four governments within the United Kingdom will now have to work together in development of major policies affecting common these given areas. The United Kingdom will now manage four of its countries and dictate major policies over the four governments. However there is still the major worry that leaving the EU is going having a very negative effect on areas such as agriculture and fishing which were formerly supported by the EU. Therefore this could mean that because the United Kingdom governance will now manage all of these areas alone, and not having funding from the EU may eventually cause reduced effectiveness and economic failure for Wales. Wales in particular are faced with a great deal of challenges which could see the country becoming a lot poorer. We can only hope that maybe Britain will leave the EU with a trade deal in place which will in the long run will make the exit less challenging for the future.
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