Courts and Society Character Dossier
Name: 
Role: General/strategos – administrative role
Where: Apamea, Seleukis, Syria

I will be playing the role of a military commander in the city of Apamea, one of the four cities that formed the Syrian tetrapolis. Apamea was founded by Seleukous I (also known as Seleukos Nikator) as a military base likely between 301-299 BC[footnoteRef:1]. My character will be an official of Apamea, with a military title, though performing an administrative role[footnoteRef:2]. The majority of the Seleukid army, including elephants and horses, were based at Apamea meaning that the city, and therefore my character, played an important role in the ongoing conflict with the Ptolemaic empire in the Syrian Wars[footnoteRef:3]. My role involves managing the available man-power and distributing it appropriately. [1:  Grainger 1990: 50. Grainger says that there isn’t much evidence for Apamea so it cannot be conclusively said that Seleucus founded Apamea, but that it can only be said to be ‘probable’, but that “it seems best to accept the traditional attribution to Seleukos, even though it is not fully proved”. 
Grainger 1990: 91
Cohen 2006: 95]  [2:  Ramsey 2009. This work inspired the classification of my character, as Ramsey ]  [3:  Cohen 2006: 95. “In other words, until 200 B.C. Apameia protected the southern flank of Seleucid Syria”. The city was also close to the Ptolemaic fortress.] 


My character was born in Apamea to a wealthy family, which is why they were able to progress to such a position[footnoteRef:4]. They were fairly highly educated as this would have added gravitas to their authority. As an official of a military town my character would have been educated in both political and military spheres.  [4:  Ramsey 2009: 13
   Libanius Or. 11. 9] 


The general was an official of the Seleukid empire, operating within a network of other officials and royals who worked as representatives and managers to keep the empire running smoothly[footnoteRef:5]. Due to the status of my character I would have had a generally good relationship with the royal family as well as with other officials, which contributed to the success of Seleucid rule[footnoteRef:6]. Having said this, rebellions were not out of the question. The ruling family created, gained, and maintained power primarily through warfare, which is not possible without an accessible army and people to organise it[footnoteRef:7]. It is in my character’s best interests to support the royal family with the army available to me as this will help me to maintain my own power as an influential official in the empire. In return for the close relationship and support provided to the royal family, they in turn allow myself and other officials authority over our respective areas to enact their rule across their subjects[footnoteRef:8]. The kings used the army throughout the entire period that can be called “the Seleukid empire” to expand their territory and combat foreign invasions. Despite my personal close relationship to the ruling family, both I and them must ensure that the men who make up the army are kept happy, as they underpin the potential success of the empire.  [5:  Ramsey 2009: 10]  [6:  Ramsey 2009: 11]  [7:  Ramsey 2009: 12
   Ramsey 2009: 16. “The use of military force and the physical compulsion to obedience that accompanies conquest on one level crosses all language barriers”.]  [8:  Ramsey 2009: 13] 

Apamea was a satrapy of Seleukis, as was Antioch, the other city that my group is roleplaying[footnoteRef:9]. Within the satrapy there was a number of towns and fortresses, who payed tribute to Apamea.  [9:  Cohen 2006: 95] 


Not only was the position of Apamea, particularly, as a military base, important, but it was effective. It formed part of the defence of the southern part of Syria, and, by extension, the empire. It, and the other cities, were successful as the only Ptolemaic invasion of Seleukis came via the sea[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Grainger 2015: 10] 

There was a rebellion at Kasiana, part of the Apemea satrapy, instigated by Diodotos Tryphon. He was supported by the towns in the satrapy outside of the main city of Apamea. He was “besieged, captured, and put to death at Apameia”[footnoteRef:11] for his role in the rebellion.  [11:  Cohen 2006: 95] 

Due to both being satrapies in Seleukis, my character will have strong relations with the rest of my group in Antioch; the satrap (Hannah) and epistates (Elizabeth) are both being played. We are geographically close which will aid communication and alliance. The royal family are also based in Antioch, though they do travel often within the empire, which facilitates, again, close relations. It is important for the relationship between my character and the royal family as they rely on the force of the army to rule the empire. 










Bibliography
Ancient Sources
Libanius. Antioch as a Centre of Hellenic Culture as Observed by Libanius. (Oration 11). A. F. Norman (trans.). 2000. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press
Modern Scholarship
Cohen, G. M. 2006. The Hellenistic Settlements in Syria, the Red Sea Basin, and North Africa. London: University of California Press, Ltd
Grainger, J. D. 1990. The Cities of Seleukid Syria. Oxford: Clarendon Press
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grainger, J. D. 2015. The Seleukid Empire of Antiochus III (223-187 BC)
