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HOW DO WE REMEMBER?                                                                                    Using at list three examples, discuss the social, political and historical aspects of commemoration.
This essay seeks to analyze collective memory and which aspects of our society have influence in the way we commemorate. How do we remember past events as a society and how can that memory be shaped by media: Is what we can consider to be the major vehicle of collective memories in the modern society, or by law shaped to suit the political and social convenience of those who hold the power?
Collective memory is the shared knowledge and information in the memories of two or more members of a social group. The English expression "collective memory" - in French "la mémoire collective" -appeared in the second half of the nineteenth century. The philosopher and sociologist Maurice Halbwachs analysed and unveiled the concept of the collective memory in the book La mémoire collective. Collective memory can be shared, passed on, and constructed, by large and small social groups. Examples of these groups may include a government or popular culture, among others. According to (Halbwachs, On collective memory, 1992:22), “Collective memory is not given, but rather a socially constructed notion”.
We can commemorate the past through different mediums, such as Bank Holidays, monuments, and names of objects, parades and laws. These are all commemorative ways of recalling past events in different fields such as social, historical or political perspective.
Selective Memory, how the law affects what we remember and forget about the past, is part of Markovits’s work about public memory and the ways in which the law selects and shapes our memories of the past to fit the purposes of those who dominate the present. According to (Markovits, 2001:513), public memory works in ways very different from the casual and unpredictable habits of our personal memory. As individuals, we have no power over our memories: We forget what we would like to remember, remember what we would like to forget, are at the mercy of such unstable reminders as smell and taste, and must accept that we recall events not only because they were important, but that events become important just because we remember them. In our individual memories, the past rules over the present. In public memory, the present rules over the past. In every generation those in positions of authority decide which of the names and events that preceded them are worthy of remembrance. Official history is chosen as much as it is inherited which can change our perception of the past. For example: the construction of public monuments. Before the cloth is pulled from the memorial on dedication a day, its hero, funds, land, architects and sculptors: all these must be consciously planned, in a democracy, and are often controversial choices in which each decision maker pushes for that version of the past which best advances his interests in the present. Rarely do nations build monuments to immortalize their shame. America had built no memorial to slavery until late 1990’s. And if the Germans had difficulties to decide on their Holocaust Memorial, it is because they are aware that is not going to be easy for them to achieve what nations usually achieve with monuments; that is, to find at least some rehabilitation and satisfaction in building it. If public memory therefore serves not only to recall the past but also to legitimize the present, it needs to be selective: preserve those memories most pleasing to current users and reject those most likely to cause the embarrassment. Therefore embarrassing memories that nations have no interest in reviving tend to rarely be highlighted in a strategic attempt to let it sink into the forgetfulness. On the other hand, glories of the past are often emphasized to exalt a nation’s image.
According to (Markovits, 2001:513), law seems to be the most likely candidate to help in the selection of which memories should be perpetuated and those to reject. It is an expert on both matters of the past and on issues of rightfulness. Law usually hands out judgments of guilt and innocence. It defines our examples of model citizens and their opposites: the wise merchant, the irresponsible driver. It validates those past events past abilities, punishing past wrongdoings, by rehabilitating victims or by offering compensation for losses. This way, law has developed rules on how to investigate the past: for instance, by passing on weights of proof, or by developing standards to discriminate reliable from unreliable evidence. As a discipline relying heavily on the written word, law has helped to collect some of our most valuable records of the past in courthouses and archives. These are important sources and explainers of history. We can see how legal institutions participate in the production of public memory by filtering information about the past. Law has a significant say on what we remember and forget about history. It is a crucial medium that helps us in the process of building memories on our past.
Media and collective memory
(Kligler-Vilenchik, Neta, Tsfati, Yariv; Meyers, Oren; 2014:485) highlights that the media are considered to hold a significant influence on the shaping of collective remembrances (Huyssen, 2000: 29), due to their wide reach and diffusive messages and their skilled use of narrative forms.
(Garcia-Gavilanes, Ruth; Mollgaard, Anders; Tsvet, Milena;, 2017:1), considers that our developed communication technologies, particularly the internet, have affected how we, both as individuals and as a society, create, store, and recall information.                                               According to (Markovits, 2001:513), “we recall events not only because they were important, but that events become important just because we remember them.” From this perspective is safe to affirm that media has all the required tools to play an important role in determining what is important to be recalled and becomes public remembrance and which past events are inconvenient to come out into the daylight.
A holiday observed in various countries, created to honor the memory of those who have lost their life’s fighting for their countries, remembers the fallen on both sides in the 'Great War'. While this date is a bank holiday, its existence will encourage media to talk about it and people to remember the past.
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(officeholidays, 2017)
	country
	Known as
	date

	Serbia
	Armistice day
	11 November

	Belgium
	Armistice day
	11 November

	USA
	Veterans day
	11 November

	United Kingdom
	Remembrance Sunday
	12 November

	Cayman Islands
	Remembrance Day
	13 November


Remembrance Day is commemorated on the 11th November, and marks the end of World War I in 1918. In fact, 11th November marks the signing of the Armistice (peace agreement) between the Allies and Germany at Compiegne, France. However, while this date is used to reflect the end of the whole war, it technically relates to the cease fire on the Western Front; fighting continued after 11th November in parts of the Ottoman Empire. World War I didn't legally end until Allied Forces left Constantinople (now Istanbul) on 23 August 1923.
[image: Image result for memorial to holocaust berlin]After the 'end' of the war in 1918, it didn't take long before the signing of the armistice was adopted as a suitable time and date for countries involved in the war to mark the loss of their soldiers, with official remembrance services taking place in the UK and USA in 1919.
According to (www.berlin.de/en/atractions-and-sights, 2017)                                                                                                                                                                                         It took 17 years for the Holocaust Memorial to be completed in Berlin. Its foundation stone was a Bundestag (the lower house of the parliament in Germany) resolution passed on June 25, 1999 to erect a Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe. This was followed by years of discussion and deliberation, until the Monument was completed on May 8, 2005. US architect Peter Eisenman conceived the winning design consisting of 2711 rectangular blocks of concrete laid out in grid formation, recalling tombstones. Recently a German politician expressed his mind about the Holocaust Memorial by asking German people to stop celebrating shame and guilt. This fact supports the theory that nations don’t celebrate the past events that shamed them with the same pleasure that they do with other past events.
[image: ]A group of artists reacted to this speech by creating replicas of holocaust memorial and placing it by this politician’s door.

Morius Enden and Jenni Moli of the art collective Centre for Political Beauty. Photograph: Swen Pfortner/AFP/Getty Images
As we can witness in this article from (www.theguardian.com, 2017),         a replica of Berlin monument has been erected by art collective as a protest after Björn Höcke told Germans to stop atoning for wartime guilt. This group of activists unveiled a replica of Berlin’s Holocaust Memorial secretly erected outside the home of a far-right AfD politician who says Germans should stop expressing regret for Nazi guilt. Art collective Centre for Political Beauty set up twenty-four large concrete slabs in a garden next to Björn Höcke’s house, saying it wanted to send a daily reminder of the Second World War horrors that led to deaths of six million Jewish people. The leading Alternative for Germany (AfD) member Höcke provoked outrage in January when he labelled the tribute to the victims a “monument of shame in the heart of the capital” and urged Germans to focus less on their war guilt. Björn Höcke’s, message to the German people was clear, in his point of view Germans should help the word forget about their nation’s fault from the past by not celebrating what the politician named as “memorial of shame”. The slave trade is equally seen by USA and European countries whom have been involved on it as a “memory of shame”, and consequently is not often celebrated or remembered. A few memorials have been built to remember it, however proportionally inverse to how long it lasted and how many people were tortured, murdered and mainly how that past is still defining and conditioning so many people’s lives.
(Rice, 2017)
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'There is no place you or I can go, to think about, or not think about, to summon the presences of, or recollect the absences of slaves; nothing that reminds us of the ones who made the journey and of those who did not make it. There is no suitable memorial or plaque or wreath or wall or park or skyscraper lobby. There's no 300-foot tower. There's no small bench by the road. There is not a tree scored, an initial I can visit, or you can visit in Charleston, Savannah, New York, Providence, or better still on the banks of the Mississippi.' (Toni Morrison, 1989)
Nearly twenty years after this statement, in a magazine interview, in the USA there has been the commissioning of ten benches by the roadside by the Toni Morrison Society. Despite the big impact slavery had across the world and its importance historically to the Americas, Africa and Europe, there are still remarkably few memorials to commemorate the victims and their struggles. The 2007 bicentenary of the abolition of the slavery motivated national debate in United Kingdom, over how to remember people displaced by the transatlantic trade. Liverpool opened a new museum devoted to the history of slavery, Lancaster, the fourth largest slave-trading port in Britain, commissioned its own public memorial sculpture from artist Kevin Dalton-Johnson in 2005, showing the possibilities of creating memorials without national governmental support. Bristol's Pero's Bridge built in 1999 and specially designed to commemorate the life of a local black servant (1753-98). London Corporation together with Black British Heritage in a project managed by Futurecity, created its first memorial in 2008, to honor those who abolished slavery. A collaboration between the Scottish sculptor Michael Visocchi and the black British poet Lemn Sissay, Gilt of Cain, is situated close to the heart of the financial district of the City of London that provided the finance for the British slave trade. This paradoxical placing inspires both the sculpture and the poem which is inscribed upon it. 
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In Manchester, the Abraham Lincoln statue raised in 1919, also commemorates the slave’s struggle. It represents the sacrifices made by the Lancashire cotton workers during the cotton starvation to help the fight of the Union against the slave power of the Confederacy during the American Civil War (1861-65). Some memorials in the USA do exist. One of the most impressive is the bronze-relief statue sculpted by Ed Hamilton in 1992, which remembers the 1839 rebellion on the slave ship Amistad (which Steven Spielberg also made a feature film about). The Homeward Bound Foundation did manage in 1999 to construct a monument to the dead of transatlantic slavery which was placed on the ocean bed 427km off New York facing Africa. Attempts to have related land-based monuments erected by the group have not met with success. In Luxembourg Gardens there is a compensatory gesture, a new national memorial commemorating abolition unveiled by Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic in May 2007. In France, in the heart of the capital city, a memorial has been constructed: the important political statement made in commissioning such a work and having it unveiled by the head of state should not be underestimated. However, the memorial is quite small and placed among a confusion of other sculptures, so it is not only hard to find, but seems already abandoned in sculpture-park with few people knowing of its existence. France officially remembers, but without a memorialization that makes an impact. There is virtually no effort to build any memorial around slavery in Portugal or Spain despite these two countries being the first in Europe to practice slave trading and amongst the last to abolish it. The most successful national response to their part in the international slave trade has come in the Netherlands. Their national monument, opened by Queen Beatrice in 2002 and placed centrally in Amsterdam's Oostpark, is a large multi-figure sculpture by the Surinamese sculptor Erwin De Vries. This memorial was projected by the organizing committee to 'give to people a public place and symbol where the horrors of, and struggle against slavery can be commemorated'.
'You will first have to acknowledge that your city would not be the city it is, without the sacrifice of those who were sold by or used by the city in the past. This city can only aspire to being truly great if it can I suppose in some way seek forgiveness. Could it be that a monument is a tangible public seeking of forgiveness?' Lubaina Himid 2003

 Halbwachs says in on collective memory that “in historical aspects the person does not remember the events directly, it must be recalled through reading, listening, or in commemoration festive occasions when people get together to remember” (1992:24). Is safe to say that what we remember can be selected by the institutional agenda of commemoration because if a happening is not commemorated is as if it didn’t happen and when is commemorated also the way that commemoration is directed will affect the way people perceive that past event. (Halbwachs, 1992:24) Barry Schwartz argues that the past is always a compound  of persistence and change,of continuity and newness. For example, he says that the Lincolm who apears to us in a contemporary biographies differs from the image held by those who experienced the shock of his assassination. So is important to recall the past frequently to keep it part of our history but it is particularly important that truth informs how we pass it to the next generations. 
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