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Abstract

Although there is a vast amount of academic research relating to drug crime rates within policing, there is little to no information highlighting the effects that drug crimes have on the community.
This research project aims to highlight the effects that drugs have on the community and to provide an overview of the methods police use to what methods they could potentially develop. 
The researcher conducted a broad investigation of any appropriate and relating academic literature around this topic. The researcher has also developed their own primary research which has taken the form of a questionnaire which allowed the gathering of quantitative and qualitative data from a varied and random sample of Police Officers within Gwent Police. This allowed the researcher to compare the findings from already existing academic literature to their own findings which may highlight certain themes.
The results were recorded from this project which enabled the researcher to identify any gaps within all the research gathered and develop recommendations. The recommendations highlight key points in which Policing may lack in certain areas regarding officer training and available technology and it also highlights further gaps within the research.
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1.0 – Introduction
This dissertation will explore the effects that drug offences have throughout the community and its effects on the police service. 
The purpose of this research is to outline and evaluate the current issues Wales police forces are facing against drug offences and will also highlight the affect these drug offences have on the community. The research will specifically be targeted towards the certain methods that police forces use to tackle drug offences over the recent years and will also highlight potential and more effective methods of tackling drug crimes.
Existing research does show that over recent years within the United Kingdom, drug crime has seen a significant rise therefore increasing the demand from police in England and Wales. The statistics have been rising over recent years putting police forces throughout the United Kingdom to test. Research does outline issues within police forces regarding training, technology, and methods of preventing drug offences however there is little research highlighting the effects that drug crimes have on the community. 
The objective of this research is to develop a better understanding of how the community is affected by drug offences. Furthermore, to highlight the current methods and technology that is being used by police and identify whether further methods or technology may be suitable. The research also aims to understand the level of training and knowledge members of the police have relating to drug offences and their powers.
The researcher has chosen this topic due to their own perspective of drug offences within the community. Drugs have a huge effect on public services and will likely have a huge effect on the community. It is key for Police Officers to identify what methods and technologies they have access to and key for the to identify its effects on the community to offer specific support.






2.0 - Literature Review
2.1 – Introduction into chapter
This literature review will evaluate the research that has been conducted which will aim to detail and outline the effects that drug crimes have on our community and what police in Wales have been doing to manage this ever-growing crime. Examples will be shown from different authors who explain their opinions on what police can do to improve their efforts in preventing drug crime and supporting the communities throughout Wales as well as highlight what methods are currently being used by police as a deterrent. An examination of the available literature relating to this topic will take place to which a comparison will be completed in a further chapter from this researched data to the data the researcher gathers. It will also highlight the affects within the communities that are caused through drug crimes and drug associated crimes. The analysis will decipher the key studies that are based around the topic of drugs within England and Wales. A definition of what qualifies as drug crimes is detailed below:
[bookmark: _Hlk130646692]2.2 – What are drugs and How long has drug prevention existed and been enforced?
The main legislation that covers drugs is The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. This breaks down drugs into different categories which are known as Class A, B and C. Drugs regulated in this way are known as 'controlled' substances. Class A drugs are those considered to be the most harmful. Within the Misuse of Drugs Act it is an offence to; possess a controlled substance, possess a controlled substance with the intent to supply, unlawfully supply a controlled drug (this includes when there is no charge for the drugs) and finally, to allow a premises you manage or occupy to be used for the purpose of taking drugs (POLICE.UK, 2022).
Police forces throughout England and Wales have been battling against drug crimes since around 1920 when one of the first drug laws was passed as it rendered the manufacture, possession and supply of heroin, morphine, and cocaine a criminal offence punishable by heavy fines and terms of imprisonment (Lee, 2012). The prevention and enforcement of drugs throughout England and Wales has changed dramatically since the early 1900’s and has since seen a major revamp in the laws with a large amount of policing based around targeting drug use, distribution, and support for users. In 1971, the UK passed the Misuse of drugs act which saw the introduction of Class A, B and C drugs. Since 1971, there has been an array of new forms of drugs appear on the market meaning the law has had to have been amended many times to reflect the changes in drug usage and its culture. Illegal drugs, in theory, are classified in accord to how dangerous a specific drug is. The classification considers both the harm it may cause to the user of the drugs as well as the harm it may cause to the community (Firearms&Drugs, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk130646879]2.3 – What is the growth of drug use and what are the Police methods in the battle to reduce drug figures?
The growth of drug use is becoming extremely apparent within communities as show in the data that they have gathered in 2020/21, where there were approximately 210,000 drug offences that were recorded by the police in England and Wales. This is a 19% growth from the previous years of 2019/20 (Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021).
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(Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021)
Further statistics from (Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021) show that in 2018/19 period, there was approximately 48,800 disposals given for drug offences. Between the periods of 2008/09 to 2018/19, the percentage of drug offenders that received a caution fell from 46% to 30%. Although there is a decrease in the number of disposals given which may be seen as a decrease in the amount of drug offenders, within the same decade, the percentage of drug offenders that were sentenced had increased from 9% to 16% showing that the police and criminal justice system have changed their approach in finalising these cases. Further statistics highlighting the growth of drug use by (GOV.UK, 2021) state that the overall prevalence of drug use that was reported in the UK throughout the last decade has remained stable. However, the most recent surveys that cover England and Wales reported the highest prevalence of drug use in the past 10 years with 38% of 15-year old’s in England and Wales stating they had never used drugs. 
A study from (ONS, 2022) provides an overview of national statistics within the UK for drug misuse. The statistics below show that the prevalence of any drug use in the year of 2021 which was highest among the younger age groups with 15.0% of 18- to 24-year-olds reporting the use of drugs compared to the 7.8% of 25- to- 34-year-olds reporting use. This is important data to this topic as it highlights the various categories that may affect the police and the community more. This could allow the police to have a more focussed target in order to decrease the amount of drug crimes. Below is a graph showing these statistics:
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(ONS, 2022)
Although a lot of studies and surveys would suggest that drug crime and drug use has been rising over the past decade, there are a majority now showing that over the years of 2020 and 2021, there was a decrease in drug use and drug crimes. “During 2021, police forces throughout England & Wales received 173,533 crime reports relating to drugs. This is a decrease of 10% from 2020's figure of 191,575 reports of drug related crime” (CrimeRate, 2022). “Further studies from focus on an increase in drug use within the younger age brackets stating that the prevalence of drug use among all adults has remained at the same level over the past decade” (Stewart, 2021). However, a rise in monthly drug use among adolescents over the last five years was reported showing that levels are returning to a peak that was last witnessed in 2005. A survey that was conducted in England in 2018 found that 21 percent of boys and 15 percent of girls aged 15 years old admitted to taking drugs within the most recent month prior to the completion of the survey (Stewart, 2021).
Police in England and Wales act within the Misuse of Drugs Act by operating an arrest referral scheme in police custody units, targeting the middle level dealers or importers and the local networks of supply and continuing activity against individual suppliers. Police also work based on intelligence from different sources and surveillance of local crime. They will also form disorder reduction partnerships and drug action teams to disrupt the local drugs markets (DrugWise, 2021). It is stated that the main focus for police forces within England and Wales is to focus our action on crime and anti-social behaviour hot spots as well as repeat victims and prolific or high-volume offenders (CollegeOfPolicing, 2021). They state that this is an effective way to allocate resources for crime reduction and will allow for a better understanding of what is causing high volume offending or problems in hot spots and identifying specific solutions to resolve the issues. (CollegeOfPolicing, 2021)
Forces in England and Wales have been using arrest referral schemes for over 20 years to manage the reduction of drug crimes and found that forces that had been using the arrest referral schemes involving the direct participation of drugs workers, whether that was in the custody unit, or as part of the individuals cautioning generally felt that they were working well compared to other methods used by the police (Newburn & Elliott, 1998). Although there are many strategies in preventing drug use, there are four main suggestions for possible inclusions in the future for anti-drugs strategies (Newburn & Elliott, 1998). The first suggested strategy is the need to establish a better or more inclusive form of drugs training for officers such as multi-agency training. The second suggested strategy is to develop a more sophisticated arrest referral scheme or schemes. Further strategies suggested by Newburn and Elliot are the need to ensure that drug strategies are filtered down to divisions and ensure that they are implemented at that level.
A study found that consumers of drugs in England and Wales spent approximately £9.4 billion on drugs in 2016/17 and those who use drugs three or more times per week account for 91% of total expenditure on drugs which indicates that any attempt to reduce drug use with occasional users will unlikely have any large impact on drug market revenues (Webster, 2020).
[bookmark: _Hlk130647039]2.4 – How do drugs effect the users as well as the communities?
Drugs have a huge affect on the individual and this in turn has an effect on the wider community. The impact that drugs have on the community is astounding and vast. If there is a greater amount of drug use within a community, that will mean that there will be an increase in drug related crimes, which then effects the amount of police officers certain police forces will need to invest in as well as staff to manage the increase in prisoners due to the higher intake in prisoners (Dmelemdev, 2021). This all costs the government an extortionate amount of money to prevent and reduce this. 
A study conducted by the National Institute of Health (NIH) on Drug Abuse show overall statistics stating that substance abuse costs the United States of America more than $740 billion a year in terms of health care, work productivity, and crime (Dmelemdev, 2021). One of the main social effects of drug abuse to society is the direct association to other crimes. A large proportion of persons arrested are found to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol and are linked to the following offences such as driving whilst under the influence, violent crimes such as assault or sexual offences whilst under the influence, violence between so called ‘drug gangs’ and even individuals stealing to afford drugs (THE SOCIAL EFFECTS OF DRUG ABUSE ON THE COMMUNITY, 2021).
Substance misuse is closely linked to the increase in crime rates which then has a major impact on lots of different people within the community. When a person is under the influence of drugs, they typically do not exercise wise judgment. They are more likely to get involved in conflicts with others, have financial difficulties which can encourage them to resort to desperate measures for their next fix. Research has shown that approximately one-third of all violent crimes could be linked to substance misuse. Substance misuse can also encourage other crimes such as theft, fraud, and other forms of property crimes (How does drug abuse affect your community, 2022).
Although this is a dated survey conducted in 1995, this shows relevance to how the community felt at the time. A Victim of Crime Survey for Oct-Dec 1995 – Dyfed Powys Police/Heddlu Dyfed Powys asked the community about their experiences of crime, contact with police, their levels of satisfaction, the provision of information, support and advice they received, crime prevention measures that were put in place and more general attitudinal questions. The respondents were asked how much crime in Dyfed and Powys they believed was drug related. Overall, the results showed in that year that 98% of people thought that some crime was drug related and 3% of people thought that all crime was drug related. On the contrary, 3% of people believed that no crimes were drug related. Further to that question, the respondents were asked ‘if more resources became available, to which two areas would you like to see Dyfed-Powys Police devote those resources?’ The answers to this question were increasing foot patrol which was the most voted answer and second, however, came the investigation of drug offences which was answered by approximately 45% of respondents (Newburn & Elliott, 1998). 
One defining feature that has come to light since the early 1980s is the link between drugs and crime in Britain (Parker & Newcombe, 1987). Drug use and crime are linked together however a study links drug use, crime and disadvantage highlighting that drug use may be more prevalent within neighbourhoods already suffering from multiple socio-economic difficulties (Seddon, 2005).
The UK Government had published its 10-year drugs strategy in 2021 which is referred to as ‘the strategy’ which is during a period of escalating drug-related deaths in the UK surpassing the rates of many countries (EMCDDA, 2021) (Holland, et al., 2022). “There is some evidence that limiting the supply of a drug increases its purity adjusted price, which can reduce demand for that drug, thereby reducing hospital attendances and overdoses related to its use” (Holland, et al., 2022).
2.5 – Conclusion of chapter
Drug misuse within England and Wales has been prominent for a long time and since the misuse of drugs has existed, Police and other agencies have had to counter the misuse with different measures that have been developed over the years. It’s clear that there has been an increase in drug misuse although the general use has stayed the same over the years, drugs are now affecting communities they have never affected before. I believe that the statistics have largely been affected due to the implications of the coronavirus pandemic Many efforts have been made to prevent drug misuse by Police as they have developed multiple prevention schemes/referrals. 
Although there have been many efforts made by police and other agencies, it’s clear that drug misuse continues to affect the wider community even when it isn’t even direct. Police forces throughout England and Wales could perhaps use more strategies in the prevention of drug misuse and drug related crimes as the growing statistics would suggest. It’s clear that there is a common link between drug misuse and other crimes of a violent nature as stated through statistics shown by police and the public’s perception.
There were gaps located within the available literature and this shows a lack of information relating to drug crimes within England and Wales. The gaps were found due to lack of recent information within the UK and there was also lack of suggestion in regards prevention methods that the Police could adopt. There was available information relating to the affects that drugs have on the community however there was not a vast amount showing a further gap in the literature. 
This literature review provides an overview of drug related crimes and its effects on the community and the police and shows the research that has previously been conducted relating to the topic of drugs and its affects however as previously highlighted, there are many gaps within the research which leads to the further chapters of gathering more information and data relevant to the topic.
3.0 - Research Methodology
3.1 – Introduction to chapter
The research will develop an understanding of how the communities within England and Wales are affected from the increase in drug crimes and will investigate how police have been managing the county lines. The points that the research activity aim to cover will be identifying how drug crimes are affecting our community as well as aiming to highlight the growth of drug use and methods within the police to prevent and deter drug offences. Furthermore, to identify how often drugs are involved in police calls and to potentially identify any new methods that the Police could use.
The literature review has identified a gap within the research due too little to no information about how often drugs are involved in within police calls as well as little information in regard to drug prevention and methods from the police within recent years. The aim of this research will be to fill in these gaps by collecting the relevant data from the questionnaire.
3.2 - Research Strategy
The method that will be adopted within this research will be to create a questionnaire. The reason for this is because a questionnaire will allow for a qualitative and quantitative approach whereby allowing the participants to provide a more in-depth account for their opinions regarding the topic in question. Qualitative data is data that cannot be impartially measured or counted. While quantitative data is mostly always shown as numerically, qualitative data can come in a wide variety of formats which include written words, audio clips, and video clips. Highly assorted results are often found when qualitative data is gathered from human responses and often means that there are fewer straight forward methods of measurements and analysis of data compared to quantitative analysis (Hitter, 2021).
Within the questionnaire, I also aim to use a quantitative approach for relevant questions to ensure that I gather statistical information to highlight within my results. Quantitative data refers to any information that can be quantified. If it can be counted or measured, and given a numerical value, it’s quantitative data. Quantitative data can show “how many,” “how much,” or “how often” which is the reason for this further research approach as it will highlight figures and allow for a more efficient way of data analysis (Stevens, 2022).
The target audience for the questionnaire will be 50 current serving police officers with the aim of a diverse approach through their years in service, their rank and the location where they work to identify their experience, knowledge and opinions for the topic in question. The data will be gathered through an online questionnaire using a website named ‘Survey Monkey’ which can be shared through Gwent Police to serving police officers. The sampling will cover different areas within Gwent police to allow for a more varied response. The questionnaire will be formed of both quantitative and qualitative questions. Quantitative being the main type used. There will be some questions that show a mix of the quantitative and qualitative approach depending on how the participant answers. This will allow the participant to explain their reasons, knowledge, and opinions on the question at hand and why they selected the answer that they did. Taking the approach of using both quantitative and qualitative will allow the participants to provide valid responses to truly reflect their opinion. 
3.3 - Data Collection and Data Analysis
To gather the relevant data for this project the researcher will develop an online questionnaire which will aim to gather qualitative and quantitative data. To develop an online questionnaire, Survey Monkey will be used which allows the creation of surveys and questionnaires and to gather feedback which can be shared through email, mobile chat and social media as well as automatically analyse my results (SurveyMonkey, 2022). The survey will consist of 10 relevant questions and will be distributed to 50 serving Police Officers within Gwent Police who have different lengths in service to allow for a variety in data. The questionnaires will be sent through Microsoft Teams in different groups which equate to different covering areas within Gwent Police. This means that the participants are completely random allowing for more fair and varied data. The questions will be made up of open and closed questions to allow the data to be both quantitative and qualitative. 
Once the questionnaire has been completed, the data will be analysed and combined in order to develop graphs and charts to display the results as well as compare the information provided. Microsoft office will be used to facilitate the development and analysis of the results. Data analysis is important when conducting research as it makes studying the data a lot easier and more precise as well as providing support to the researcher to straightforwardly interpret the data to ensure that nothing is left out (Amadebai, 2020).
3.4 - Limitations & Potential problems
There are limitations and potential problems that I may encounter from the data provided. Firstly, surveys are a data format that allows people to speak freely therefore meaning that some people may not provide and accurate account or even provide a true account which can make the data skewed (Bari, Chaouchi, & Jung, 2016). There are some questions in which people may provide a different account compared to how they actually feel. This may be relevant to the questions based around the participants knowledge of drug offences.
A further issue may be that the participants completing the questionnaire try to interpret what information the topic is looking for, what the topic wants the participant to say to the question which presents participant response bias, demand characteristics or reactivity (Politano, Walton, & Roberts, 2017).
The questionnaire also relies on the response from the participants as officers will have to be willing to engage otherwise the questionnaire may be left unresponsive and could alter the generic data response. The questions will be based solely on policing perspectives and how drugs effect the community. This should mean that all respondents will have some form of opinion on the matter.

3.5 - Conclusion of chapter
To conclude, this methodology has highlighted the most appropriate research methods that meet the requirements of the project with the selected method of research being an online questionnaire. The aim of the questionnaire will be to gather information and data that can answer the questions asked throughout the project as well as to provide supportive data and evidence linked to the study. The use of quantitative and qualitative questions within the questionnaire will allow the data to be analysed through numerical concepts and will also allow the participants to provide opinions and experiences which can be collected to develop new concepts relating to the topic (Bhandari, 2020).












4.0 - Analysis of Results

4.1 – Introduction to chapter
The aim for this section is to analyse the results that have been gathered from the questionnaire which was sent with the prospect of receiving responses from 50 current serving members of Gwent Police throughout different ranks on 4th January 2022. The questionnaire was sent to Gwent Police serving officers and staff through a link via Survey Monkey which is an online platform that allows the recording of data through the various questions. This ascertained a total of ten responses to the ten questions asked within the questionnaire.
The research that was targeted, as previously highlighted within the methodology to develop an understanding of how the communities throughout England and Wales could be affected by an increase in drug crimes and will highlight how police have managed to deal with these drug crimes. The further aims of the research were to highlight the growth of drug use by identifying how often officers believe drug use has occurred when dealing with policing incidents. The research was also targeted at officers to identify the current methods used by police as well as potentially highlighting new preventative methods to drug use. These aims that were laid out within the methodology and questionnaire were to show information about the effects of drugs on the community and police due to the gap of literature which was highlighted within the literature review.
The results that were gathered from the questionnaire may pose a hindrance to the data that the dissertation was originally aiming for. This is due to the fact that the questionnaire was sent to currently employed officers of Gwent Police meaning that the data that has been received will be restricted to Gwent Police area only, meaning that any questions based around policies may differ from other police forces within England and Wales. The results are exhibited within the graphs displayed below. 







4.2 - Survey: question one
Q.1

The results within this graph highlight that of the thirty responses received from current serving personnel at Gwent Police, 16 officers fall under working within the West LPA as 53.33% and 14 officers working within the East LPA as 46.66%. Gwent Police is split into two divisions which are ‘West LPA’ and ‘East LPA’. If you were to look at a map of the Gwent Policing area, it would be separated with an imaginary line from top to bottom which creates the West LPA and East LPA.







4.2.1 - Survey: question two 
Q.2
What is your length of service within a policing role?


The results within this graph display that 46.66% of respondents have served as a member within Gwent Police for ‘1 – 3 years’. 26.66% of respondents selected ‘4 – 6 years’ of service. Six participants selected ‘7 – 9 years’ of service which equates to 20% of participants. The remaining 2 participants selected that they have ‘10+ years’ service which equates to 6.66%.










4.2.2 - Survey: question three
Q.3

This graph displays an array of multiple-choice answers relating to a vast amount of different roles within Gwent Police however only four options have been selected. 66.66% of the respondents which equates to 20 people have selected that they work in ‘Response’. The remaining 33.34% of participants were spread across another three departments. 6 respondents selected that they work within the ‘Neighbourhood’ department. 2 participants have selected RPSO which is the ‘Roads Policing & Specialist Operations’ with the remaining 2 selecting ‘CID’. This questionnaire was disseminated to different departments within Gwent Police however no responses were received from Firearms and PPU. The ‘Other’ option was also not selected.






4.2.3 - Survey: question four
Q.4

The results displayed within this graph show that 76.66% of the participants stated that they are Police Constables. 4 participants selected ‘Other’. All respondents that selected ‘Other’ had specified that they are PCSO’s which is a Police Community Support Officer. The remaining 3 participants which equates to 10% of the total participants selected ‘Sergeant’. There were no participants within this questionnaire that selected ‘Inspector or above’.









4.2.4 - Survey: question five
Q.5

The results in this graph vary and show that 23.33% of respondents selected that they are ‘Very satisfied’ with their knowledge and understanding of drug crimes. The most selected option shown in this graph is ‘Satisfied’ which was selected by 46.66% of the participants. A further 23.33% of the participants selected that they are ‘Somewhat satisfied’ with their knowledge and understanding of drug crimes. The remaining 2 participants selected different options, one selecting that they are ‘Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied’ and the other selecting ‘Somewhat dissatisfied’ with their knowledge of drug crimes. There were two options shown within this graph that were not selected by any of the participants which was ‘Dissatisfied’ and ‘Very dissatisfied’.






4.2.5 - Survey: question six
Q.6

The results in this graph show that 13.33% of respondents have selected that they are ‘Very satisfied’ with their training. 33.33% of respondents have selected that they are ‘Satisfied’ with the training they have received about drug offences and drug use. 30% of respondents fall into the ‘Somewhat satisfied’ category. 20% of the participants fall into the ‘Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied’ category. The remaining participant which equates to 3.33% of participants selected that they are ‘Somewhat dissatisfied’. No participants had selected the ‘Dissatisfied’ and ‘Very dissatisfied’ category.







4.2.6 - Survey: question seven
Q.7

The results displayed in this graph vary with the highest selected categories being ‘40% - 50%’ and 70% - 80%’. These options were both selected by 6 participants each. Options ‘50% - 60%’ and ‘60% - 70%’ were both selected by 5 participants each which equates 16.66% each. The ‘30% - 40%’ category was selected by 3 participants and both ‘20% - 30%’ and ‘0% - 10%’ were selected by 2 participants each. The one remaining participant has selected the ‘10% - 20%’ category. There were two categories left unselected being ‘80% - 90%’ and ‘90% - 100%’.








4.2.7 - Survey: question eight
Q.8

The results shown in this graph detail that 90% of participants have selected ‘Yes’ meaning that they currently like the disposal methods that are used by police relating to drug offences. The remaining 10% which equates to 3 respondents had selected ‘No’ and had to detail what potential disposals they would like. The main theme from the responses received from the three participants that selected ‘No’ was that they wanted the ‘cannabis warnings’ to return. To ensure you have an understanding of what ‘disposals’ are as well as ‘cannabis warnings’ I will provide some detail below.
Disposals for drug offences: These are methods in which police would finalise an incident. For example, if someone was found in possession of cannabis, they may get a fine, they may go to court or it may be no further action. These are all different types of disposal methods however there are many more. Cannabis warning used to be a disposal method and will be detailed below.
Cannabis warnings: This used to be a disposal method in Gwent Police and would allow officers to issue the person found to be in possession of a small amount of cannabis to get a formal warning. The cannabis will be taken from their person and they will be issued with a piece of paper which is the cannabis warning. This was only eligible if the individual had no previous relating to drug offences. 


4.2.8 - Survey: question nine
Q.9

The results that are displayed within this graph show that 66.66% of the participants selected ‘Yes’ meaning they believe that we as police currently have the most up to date technology and methods to target and prevent drug crimes. The only other option being ‘No’ means that the remaining 33.33% of participants selected this option along with providing details of proposed methods that the police could use. Some sample responses have been taken at random and are detailed below:
Response 1: 
“I would like to see more officers trained in testing drugs as well as trained in use of drug wipes”.

Response 2: 
“Although I am trained in drug wipes. I believe that a lot more officers should be trained in this as it would be a much more effective way of managing drug crimes”.
Response 3:
“While I believe I understand the justification behind having EDIT trained officers required to identify cannabis, I feel that this could add an unnecessary extra step to simple possession 'jobs' where experienced officers could identify it themselves. Obviously, this does open up the possibility of less experienced officers attempting to identify cannabis, perhaps incorrectly, but I believe with appropriate management and support by sergeants this can be mostly avoided”.

Response 4: 
“Drug wipes are an easy way of testing drug drivers and hardly any officers are trained in it. Also limited number of cops can ID which is silly as it slows things down”.

[bookmark: _Hlk125314691]Response 5: 
“It would be great if front line officers could have access and training for drug wipes so these can be used on a regular basis”.

A common theme within these responses provided by the participants is that they want more officers are trained to ‘drug wipe’. This is seen within response 1, 2, 4 and 5 as well as other responses that weren’t sampled. Another theme identified within these responses is that they want more officers to be trained to ‘identify’ drugs. This is detailed in responses 3 and 4 and further responses that weren’t sampled.












4.2.9 - Survey: question ten
Q.10
What impact do you perceive drugs to have on the community?

This question was an open based question asking the respondents to provide details of their opinion on the impact they believe drugs have on the community so the results will be displayed as text, and these are presented as follows:

Response 1:
“Large impact on the community because drugs often relate to other offences such as theft as the person will often result to this to fund their habit for drug use. This is a huge concern because it will affect shops as well as the public who will likely be the victims to the thefts”.

Response 2:
“Huge impact in regard to how much money it costs for police and other public services to deal with drug issues. I believe it also leads to a lot of ASB and other offences such as theft, criminal damage and assaults”.

Response 3:
“Has a huge effect on officer as well as a huge effect on funds for the public services having to manage it. I believe it relates to a lot of other offences such as theft to fund the drugs and ASB”.

Response 4:
“Drugs have a pervasive impact wherever they are present. Sometimes this is in the acquisitive crime used to fund habits, and sometimes in the family impact from those present with drug users. Drug use can also have significant physical and mental health impacts, sometimes exacerbating already significant issues people face”.

Response 5:
“Negative”.

Response 6:
“A big one, shop thefts, rtc, damage, ASB”.

Response 7:
“Negative impact”.

Response 8:
“The impact currently is that issues surrounding drugs is taking front line officers from their main duties, this has an impact on the rest of the community as a whole in responding to calls. Drugs is also having an impact on mental health services and the health care system”.

Response 9:
“A negative one - when a persons use of drugs makes others either connected or not connected with the user feel Alarmed or Distressed. The further impact on our support services (Police/ Ambulance etc) means that others who are in need are getting a less effective service”.

Response 10:
“Large impact in regard to the amount of money public services are spending to prevent and manage drug use”.


There are many common themes within the responses provided by the participants for question 10. One common theme is that drugs are stated to have an impact on ‘public services such as police and health care’ meaning ‘money is being spent’ and making ‘public service’s less effective’. This theme is seen in response 2, 3, 8, 9 and 10. 
Another theme seen throughout the responses is linking the impact of drugs to ‘thefts’. This theme is detailed in responses 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.
ASB (Anti-social behaviour) is another impact detailed to have an effect on the community from drugs therefore creating another theme seen within responses 2, 3 and 5.
‘Criminal damage’ is a further theme highlighted within responses 2 and 5.
An additional theme that is displayed throughout all responses is the affect drugs will have on the community will be ‘negative’. All respondents have detailed negative effects of drugs to the community.
Other impacts that have been detailed by participants with no themes seen within the responses are ‘assault’ and impact on ‘family’ members.

4.3 - Analysis of results: Conclusion
To conclude the analysis of results, it has been identified that a vast majority of respondents who are current serving staff within Gwent Police believe that drug use is apparent in 40% to 80% of the incidents we manage, with a small amount of officers detailing that they believe 0% to 20% of the incidents we manage has involved drug use. These results may vary due to the varying number of years in service each officer has had within their active role.
In addition to this, 93.33% of the officers selected that they are ‘somewhat satisfied’, ‘satisfied’ and ‘very satisfied’ with their knowledge in regard to drug offences which would in turn identify that officers have had sufficient training in regard to drug offences.
33.33% of the responding officers have also detailed that they would like more officers trained to carry out a drugs procedure via drug wipes as well as highlighting that more officers should be trained to identify drugs. The remaining 66.66% of respondents are currently satisfied with the current technology and methods used by police.
A vast majority of police officers totalling 86.66% within Gwent Police are satisfied with the current disposal methods that are used relating to drugs. 
The respondents all share a similar view in regard to the affect drugs have on the community detailing that it has a ‘negative impact’ as it often relates to ‘ASB’, ‘theft’, ‘criminal damage’ and ‘public services’ wasting time and money making them ‘less effective’. 
The following chapter will go into further detail identifying themes and patterns from the current research obtained from the questionnaire and will also compare the current data with any historic data displayed within the literature review.
5.0 - Findings and Conclusion

5.1 – Introduction to chapter
Throughout this project, the previous chapters have detailed and explained the topic by going through the various sections being the introduction, the literature review, to the research methodology and then the creation of the questionnaire to which an analysis of results was developed to highlight the quantitative and partially qualitative data. There are many themes seen throughout the data that have been gathered from the thirty participants that are within an active frontline role. These will be detailed as well as any contrasting answers that may differ from the research that was gathered in the literature review. A conclusion will also be incorporated within this chapter to highlight any issues that may have arisen within the data I have developed as well as displaying any issues that appear from the participants perspective to the project topic of preventing drug crimes. The conclusion will also highlight whether further academic research would be necessary for this topic should there be any gaps within the literature.

5.2 - Project Objectives
The project research was based around the following objectives:
1 - To get a better understanding of how the community are affected by the impact of drug offences through county lines.
2 - To study the current methods used by police in England and Wales to prevent/deter drug offences.
3 - To develop new ideas and study other methods that may be more suitable for police to use to prevent drug offences.

These objectives have been met through the completion of the literature review which was able to identify any gaps relating to information about police forces management of drug crimes which allowed the gaps to be filled by the data received from the participants completion of the questionnaire provided. Although information was gathered from active police staff, this was only gathered from participants in Gwent Polic. This means that objective 2 was not fully completed as further data could have potentially been gathered from other forces within Wales and England however this proved difficult due to lack of contact information for Police officers within other Police Forces.
5.3 - Results findings
Based on the overall data that has been gathered through the literature review and results from the questionnaire, there are many methods that are used within a policing role to prevent and detect drug crimes however it is noted that a majority of respondents believe that it is necessary for further training with the methods that are currently in place. It is also clear that there are many differing opinions on the matter of drug crimes within a policing context as well as what the perceived effects are on the community. 
The first four questions within the questionnaire are not key to the evaluation and management of data relating to the topic however are important as they show that a diverse and representative sample has been obtained.
[bookmark: _Hlk130649336]5.3.1 – Survey question 5 - How satisfied are you with your knowledge and understanding of drug crimes?
The data seen within these findings show that the majority of Gwent Police members that participated in the questionnaire are ‘Satisfied’ and the second most selected option is shared by ‘Very satisfied’ and ‘Somewhat satisfied’. As a general result across the board, the results are all within the ‘Somewhat satisfied’ to ‘Very satisfied’ side of the graph with only two participants selecting other options being ‘Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied’ and ‘Somewhat dissatisfied’. The results would suggest that the training the participants have been involved in is satisfactory meaning that this shows the effectiveness of police members and their ability to enforce the drug laws. This finding is in-comparable due to the lack of existing information relating to Police officers providing information relating to their knowledge of managing drug offences.
[bookmark: _Hlk130649402]5.3.2 – Survey question 6 – How satisfied are you with the training you have received about drug offences and drug use?
[bookmark: _Hlk130728584]The data retrieved from this question highlights that most participants, like the previous question have selected that they are ‘Satisfied’ with the training they have received relating to dealing with drug offences. This question links in with the previous question and the results are very similar with minimal differences. As seen within the data, only few people are ‘Very satisfied’ with their training and only one participant has selected an option within the ‘Dissatisfied’ sections. It is interesting that the results are leaning towards the middle of the table which may suggest that training might need to be improved to increase the number of satisfied officers regarding the training they receive which would in turn, increase the number of satisfied officers within question five. This finding which is similar to the above is in-comparable due to the lack of existing information that relates to Police officers training to manage drug offences.
5.3.3 – Survey question 7 – What percentage of incidents have you been to where you believe drug use has occurred?
The data gathered within this question was interesting to see as most participants have selected the ‘40% - 50%’ option and the ‘70% – 80%’ option. There were two categories left unselected being ‘80% - 90%’ and ‘90% - 100%’ and very few participants selected the lower percentile options. Overall, the options between 40% - 80% were selected by 22 participants which is 73.33% of all participants. This shows drugs are still a prominent issue within the community due to the participants observations. These results can also vary in many ways depending on the participant. These variations may be due to the amount of incidents a person has dealt with. It may be due to the officers observation skills when dealing with incidents and can also vary as some towns and cities can be worse than others when it comes to drug use. The results may also vary due to the participants role within the police. Due to this, further research could be carried out where separate questionnaires could be sent to different covering areas and different departments which could establish more defining results. These findings relate to (Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021) (EMCDDA, 2021) and (Holland, et al., 2022) as they all highlight a growth within drug crimes and drug related issues. They cannot be directly comparable however it is apparent that drugs are heavily involved within our communities as these studies show.
[bookmark: _Hlk130649765]5.3.4 – Survey question 8 – Do you currently like the disposal methods used by police relating to drug offences?
The data retrieved from this question displayed that 90% of participants have selected ‘Yes’ meaning that they currently like the disposal methods that are used by police relating to drug offences. The remaining 10% which equates to 3 respondents had selected ‘No’ and detailed what potential disposals Gwent Police could incorporate into the system and seen within all three participants details, ‘cannabis warnings’ were mentioned as a potential disposal method. ‘Cannabis warning’ were explained with the Analysis of results section (4.2.7). It is interesting that most participants are happy with the current method disposals as the disposal methods currently in place require more work when it comes to finalising the offence. This is a new finding as there is no comparable data relating to the satisfaction with disposals used by the police. 
[bookmark: _Hlk130649817]5.3.5 – Survey question 9 – Do you believe that we have the most up to date technology and methods to target and prevent drug crimes?
The data gathered from this question shows that the majority of participants believe that Gwent Police use the most up to date technology and methods to prevent drug crimes however ten participants have selected that they aren’t satisfied with the technology and methods. The ten participants that stated they believed Police don’t have the most up to date technology and methods to prevent drug crimes suggested new technology and methods. The majority suggested that they want more officers to be trained and issued with ‘drug wipes’. These are essentially test kits allowing officers to do roadside drug tests to see if a person is under the influence. The other highly mentioned suggestion was for more officers to be able to ‘identify drugs’. Again, this is a new finding where there is no comparable data available relating to the satisfaction of technology and methods adopted by the police.
[bookmark: _Hlk130649868]5.3.6 – Survey question 10 – What impact do you perceive drugs to have on the community?
This question was a qualitative question and there are many interesting finds seen within the data. Throughout this data, there are common themes within the responses provided by the participants. One common theme is that drugs are stated to have an impact on ‘public services such as police and health care’ meaning ‘money is being spent’ and making ‘public service’s less effective’. Another theme seen throughout the responses is linking the impact of drugs to ‘thefts’. 
ASB (Anti-social behaviour) is another impact detailed to have an effect on the community from drugs. ‘Criminal damage’ is a further theme highlighted within the responses. An additional theme that is displayed throughout all responses is the affect drugs will have on the community will be ‘negative’. All respondents have detailed negative effects of drugs to the community. This finding strongly links and matches with findings highlighted within the literature review. (Parker & Newcombe, 1987) and (Seddon, 2005) both state that there is a strong link between drugs and crimes with Seddon highlighting that they also link in with neighbourhoods that suffer from Socio-economic difficulties.
This was one of the main questions within the questionnaire as this has provided many opinions about the effects that drugs have on the community. Although there is research linking crime and drugs, further research would be beneficial from this question for more information to be gathered by perhaps seeking opinions of the public as this would provide an insight into how they feel drugs have an impact on the community.






[bookmark: _Hlk130649934]6.0 – Conclusion and Recommendations
Overall, the data that has been gathered proves that drug crimes are still a prevalent issue from a policing perspective. Although the project was able to gather information relating to the effect drug use has on the community, this information may be better received through the perspective of non-police workers so my first recommendation would be to perhaps set up additional questionnaires specifically designed to gather a better insight into the views of the public in relation to the effects of drugs on the community.
It is also apparent that Policing still may need improving when it comes to the development of their skills, training, knowledge, and technology to prevent and deter drug crimes. A further recommendation for the research would be to gather more information from a vast amount of Police Services throughout England and Wales. This would allow for a better understanding regarding how drug crimes are dealt with and would also allow for a comparison in results. That would allow the researcher to potentially create a development plan for certain areas that may be lacking in the resources to battle with the war against drugs.
There are many recommendations to take from this project that have a risen through issues that have occurred whilst in completion. One issue that was identified through the findings from the questionnaire was that 33.33% of respondents are making recommendations which may suggest that further methods and technologies should be issued within a policing role to prevent drug crimes. Some issues that developed through the course of the project are time restrictions, only allowing a certain amount of time for each section of the project to be completed. This meant that not all the envisioned responses from the questionnaire were met with only 30 responses when 50 responses were the envisioned amount. Further to the time frame, in place was a word count limit which suppresses some data that may have been beneficial to the project.
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8.0 Appendices
8.1 Appendix one: Dissertation Proposal

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How have drug crimes been affecting our community and what can police in England and Wales do in their battle against drugs?
INTRODUCTION:

[image: ]Over recent years within the United Kingdom, drug crime has seen a rise therefore increasing the demand from police in England and Wales. The statistics have been rising over recent years putting police forces throughout the United Kingdom to test. Police have many strategies to fight in the war against drug crime, some methods proving effective and others not so much. The rise in drug offences has also seen a dramatic effect on the community causing many issues to arise such as an increase in other crimes. This may be theft, ASB and further offences linked with drugs. This will be expanded on throughout this project.
(Grahame Allen, 2021)


[bookmark: _Hlk111384819][image: ]In 2020 and 2021 there were approximately 210,000 drug offences recorded by the police throughout England and Wales which is a staggering 19% increase to the previous years of 2019 to 2020 (Grahame Allen, 2021). As shown in the line graph above, recorded drug crime reached its peak in 2008/2009 where there were approximately 249,000 recorded incidents of drugs. The line graph then shows a gradual decrease from this period to 2016/2017 where recorded drug crime had decreased to approximately 150,000. From the 2016/17 period, there is then a sudden increase in recorded drug offences to the 2020/21 period where it is shown to have increased to 210,000 recorded incidents. The graph shows decreases and increases in recorded drug offences from 2004/05 to 2020/21. 	
(Dahlgreen, 2019)

[bookmark: _Hlk111384855]Data analyst Dahlgreen (2019) and the BBC show in the map above that drug crime is strongly increasing in many small towns and villages even as it falls significantly in city centres. Police data in England and Wales shows that drug crimes have fallen by more than 50,000 in the past five years but national averages hide a major shift in where drug crimes are being committed. 30 out of 36 areas within London showed that there was no significant change or a decrease in recorded drug crime over recent years however, moving outside of the capital city to the South East and East of England, there are 74 minor towns and villages that saw a strong increase in recorded drug offences.

The issues that communities and individual people have been suffering with are the following as stated by (What is a Community Drug Problem?, 2022) “Availability & range of drug use (poly drug use) including alcohol, Visibility/ public drug dealing, Familiarity/normality - the normalization of drug use & the ease in which drugs are available, Social nuisance/community spaces being used for drug dealing, Community safety / intimidation of the local community, Community pride/image/social networks disintegrating, Lack of resources to respond.” This shows the vast amount of issues that are relating to drug offences within the community.


Further studies detail that drugs have a huge effect on the community in many ways stating that drug abuse doesn’t only affect the individual. (CommunityDrPremcom, 2022) state that drug abuse isn’t confined to the individuals that abuse drugs but the effects in most cases will travel way beyond their friends and family. They continue to state that the social consequences relating to drug abuse are intense for government resources also estimating the economic cost of drug abuse is approximately £247 billion.

This topic is worthy of research to study in depth the affect that drug offences have on the community as well as the affect that drug offences cause to police services throughout England and Wales. This will provide an opportunity to study the methods used by police services to debate on the effective and non-effective methods and to also study new options that police may consider to tackle the rise in drug abuse. It will also be worthy of study to gain the perspective of the public and the perspective of officers in relation to the effect they believe drugs are having on the community and their views and opinions on methods that police could use as a strategy to tackle drug crime.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


These four stages are in place as they are intended to achieve the research objectives and will run alongside the prepared timeframe to ensure that all sections are completed within the required time.

1. To collate a proposal for the research I intend to be conducted and to submit this for ethical approval by defining the research aims, objectives and the methodology.
2. To assemble an extensive literature review of the proposed project.
3. To compile, review and analyse the questionnaire results and to provide feedback as well as continue to the conclusion.
4. To coincide with the supervisor through my consultation to proof read, edit, and finally submit


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are key literature items that I will aim to utilise as part of my research and these will be from government reports throughout England and Wales showing statistics of drug crimes. I will also aim to utilise articles that have been created in regards to the issues communities have seen relating to the subject of drug offences. Organisational strategic plans will also be studied and evaluated in regards to the police forces throughout England and Wales. 

I have considered a numerous amount of research methods that I believe may be appropriate and selected a small amount of the considered options. The methods that I have considered for this project is quantitative and qualitative research. Both of these research methods provide positives however also show hinderances. The quantitative research approach can potentially show certain opinions and beliefs from people that are partaking in the survey and that may likely lead to bias results. In order to counter this, a vast selection of participants will be selected from different communities throughout the Gwent area.

The proposed methods are intended to meet the objectives of the research project. An extensive literature research will be conducted to develop the literature review. The literature review will provide an in-depth inspection of the research that is available.

The research will be conducted by developing an attune questionnaire that will be circulated to the participating 10 persons within the Gwent area. The questionnaire is intended to be distributed electronically through the use of online survey software. Should there be any technical issues then hard copies will be created where they can be delivered and retrieved in person.

Once the questionnaires have been completed, the results will be gathered and prepared for analysis. The analysis may show gaps of data which could result in a further questionnaire being compiled to ascertain the outstanding information.

If there are any further methods of research that arise whilst in my study that are appropriate to conducting my research then I shall give consideration into implementing this method and also seek further ethical approval for this potential new research method.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I have considered a numerous amount of research methods that I believe may be appropriate and selected a small amount of the considered options. The methods that I have considered for this project is quantitative and qualitative research. Both of these research methods provide positives however also show hinderances. The quantitative research approach can potentially show certain opinions and beliefs from people that are partaking in the survey and that may likely lead to bias results. In order to counter this, a vast selection of participants will be selected from different communities throughout the Gwent area.

The proposed methods are intended to meet the objectives of the research project. An extensive literature research will be conducted to develop the literature review. The literature review will provide an in-depth inspection of the research that is available.

The research will be conducted by developing an attune questionnaire that will be circulated to the participating 50 persons within the Gwent Policing area. The questionnaire is intended to be distributed electronically through the use of online survey software. Should there be any technical issues then hard copies will be created where they can be delivered and retrieved in person. Questionnaires are valuable as they show the quantitative data that is gathered easily through the answers provided by the participants of the questionnaire. 

The target audience for the questionnaire are 50 current serving police officers to display a range in data ascertained from the results. 

Once the questionnaires have been completed, the results will be gathered and prepared for analysis. 

If there are any further methods of research that arise whilst in my study that are appropriate to conducting my research then I shall give consideration into implementing this method and also seek further ethical approval for this potential new research method.

An extensive literature review will show the statistics received from the questionnaire which will aim to highlight persons who have witnessed drug related offences currently compared to recent years to collate the qualitative data for the project with relevant research.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The intended targets to participate in my research will be members of the public by use of a general questionnaire. This will allow me to gauge the perspectives from the members of public in the way they believe police should manage drug crime and will look to gain the opinion of how they feel the current tactics and plans police use to tackle drug crime are effective or in-effective.

I believe that this method is more suitable to my research as this will allow me to evaluate different methods that the public see fit to tackle drug crimes as the public are more likely to witness drug offences such as drug deals. Public opinion is always key when dealing with matters that affect the community therefore I believe this method to be the most fitting and relevant.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I have no anticipated ethical issues at this stage of the project. I cannot anticipate there being any form of ethical issue arise during the preparation, research or final stages of this project 

	TIME SCALE:

As a Police Constable my shift pattern of six days in work as 2 day shifts, 2 afternoon shifts and 2 night shifts with four days off and balancing work with social and family life, time is limited therefore it is ideal for a timeline to be created to allow the thorough research and the completion of the dissertation.  The timetable has been created to ensure that the correct planning and research is completed within the specific timeframes.
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	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Proposal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Literature Review
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Findings and Analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Submission Preparation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	















8.2 Appendix two: Ethics Form
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application


SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Cameron Jon Herbert

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	University of Wales Trinity Saint David


	Campus:
	Swansea


	E-mail address:
	1922396@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	Contact Telephone Number:
	


	For students:

	Student Number:
	1922396

	Programme of Study:
	BSc (Hons) Professional Policing Practise

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Jane Thomas





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in)

	☒	Jane Thomas 



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☐

	

	☒



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	UWTSD


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	How have drug crimes been affecting our community and what can police in England and Wales do in their battle against drugs?

	Proposed start date:
	June 2022
	Proposed end date:
	March 2023

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity

[bookmark: _Hlk130642062]The purpose of this research is to outline and evaluate the current issues Wales police forces are facing against drug offences and will also highlight the affect these drug offences have on the community. The research will specifically be targeted towards the certain methods that police forces use to tackle drug offences over the recent years and will also highlight potential and more effective methods of tackling drug crimes.

Over recent years within the United Kingdom, drug crime has seen a significant rise therefore increasing the demand from police in Wales. The statistics have been rising over recent years putting police forces throughout the United Kingdom to test. Police have many strategies to fight in the war against drug crime, some methods proving effective and others not so much.

The research activity will have a number of aims to be completed and are as follows:

- To get a better understanding of how the community are affected by the impact of drug offences.

- To study the current methods used by police in Wales to prevent/deter drug offences.

- To develop new ideas and study other methods that may be more suitable for police to use to prevent drug offences.

- To understand the training and development Police Constables have been put through to fight in the war against drugs.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research Question

· How have drug crimes been affecting our community over recent years?
· What can police in Wales do in their battle against drugs?
· Can Wales police forces improve their methods to prevent/deter county lines?
· Do Police constables get the training and development they need to manage drug crimes?

(this box should expand as you type)

	Aims of Research Activity

The aims of the research are to develop an understanding of how the communities within Wales are effected from the increase in drug crimes and will look into how police have been managing the county lines. The research activity will focus on the specific methods that officers have been using over recent years to tackle drug crime and will also aim to identify further methods that may be more beneficial and effective to prevent this types of crimes from escalating. The research activity will be completed through using the following listed aims:

· To get a better understanding of how the community are affected by the impact of drug offences through county lines.
· To study the current methods used by police in Wales to prevent/deter drug offences.
· To identify any differences between police forces throughout Wales in their methods of tackling county lines as well as the support they offer to potential vulnerable persons identified in the crime ring for drugs.
· To develop new ideas and study other methods the may be more suitable for police to use to prevent drug offences.
(this box should expand as you type)

	Objectives of Research Activity

1. To collate a proposal for the research I intend to be conducted and to submit this for ethical approval by defining the research aims, objectives and the methodology.
2. To assemble an extensive literature review of the proposed project.
3. To compile, review and analyse the questionnaire results and to provide feedback as well as continue to the conclusion.
4. To coincide with the supervisor through my consultation to proof read, edit, and finally submit.  

(this box should expand as you type)

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	
I have considered a numerous amount of research methods that I believe may be appropriate and selected a small amount of the considered options. The methods that I have considered for this project is quantitative and qualitative research. Both of these research methods provide positives however also show hinderances. The quantitative research approach can potentially show certain opinions and beliefs from people that are partaking in the survey and that may likely lead to bias results. In order to counter this, a vast selection of participants will be selected from different communities throughout the Gwent area.

The proposed methods are intended to meet the objectives of the research project. An extensive literature research will be conducted to develop the literature review. The literature review will provide an in-depth inspection of the research that is available.

The research will be conducted by developing an attune questionnaire that will be circulated to officers with an aim to have 50 persons within the Gwent area participating. The questionnaire is intended to be distributed electronically through the use of online survey software. Should there be any technical issues then hard copies will be created where they can be delivered and retrieved in person.

Once the questionnaires have been completed, the results will be gathered and prepared for analysis. The analysis may show gaps of data which could result in a further questionnaire being compiled to ascertain the outstanding information.

If there are any further methods of research that arise whilst in my study that are appropriate to conducting my research then I shall give consideration into implementing this method and also seek further ethical approval for this potential new research method.


(this box should expand as you type)



	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	Gwent

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	N/A


(this box should expand as you type)


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 



SECTION G: Intended Participants
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☒

	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	I will aim to target approximately 50 persons to participate in my study. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	Who will the participants be?

	
The participants will be members of Gwent Police who have a varied experience within a policing context. The target participants will have different roles, with different years of service and will be from different areas within Gwent Police.

(this box should expand as you type)

	How will you identify the participants?
	
The target participants for my study will be police officers selected at random who have had a range of years in service as a police constable and will also aim to have participants from different areas with Gwent Police who also have different roles.

(this box should expand as you type)





	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	


(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	


(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Risk to Participant:

No risk to the participants

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant



(this box should expand as you type)

	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Risk to Investigator:

No risk to the investigator

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	Risk to University:

No risk to the University

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:



(this box should expand as you type)



	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒





SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	The debrief will contain the title of the study and the name of the principal investigator. The debrief will highlight the objectives of the study and why the study has been developed. Withdrawal procedures will also be in place on the debrief to explain to the participant what to do should they wish to withdraw their completed questionnaire.

The participants will be made aware of any results that will be available to them once the data has been collected from the questionnaires. Additional resources will also be added to the de-briefing to allow the participants to contact myself as the researcher should they need to direct any questions related to my research. I will also attach research references to the de-brief as this will allow the participants to look through alternative resources to get a better understanding of the research topic. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	I will aim to make the questionnaire online. The questionnaire will provide a briefing in relation to what they can expect within the questionnaire and what the results will be after the completion of the questionnaire. The aim of the briefing is to explain what the questionnaire will be used for as well as a small consent section prior to completing the questionnaire.


(this box should expand as you type)

	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
There will be complete anonymity for the participants involved in this study. No personal details will be requested upon or prior completion of the questionnaire. This will be explained to the participants and I will also explain that they should not enter any personal details.

(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	x

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
x

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	

(this box should expand as you type)

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	

(this box should expand as you type)

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	

(this box should expand as you type)

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	Signature of applicant:
	
	Date: 04/08/2022




For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration






	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.



STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/ 



Application Process

All staff research projects and all research students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the University Research Ethics Committee via the Academic Office (pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk).   Staff research directly in relation to personal study for taught undergraduate or Masters programmes should be submitted via the Institute procedures explained below.

Taught masters and taught undergraduate research Ethical Approval Forms are considered within Institutes.  Institutes will provide details of the specific processes for this.  Where the Ethical issues within any single ethical application are of particular concern the Institute will refer these to the University Research Ethics Committee.   Any student activity that involves the collection of primary data needs to undergo Ethical approval, this includes assignment work as well as dissertations.   


Where are you currently based?

Participants	West LPA	East LPA	16	14	Column2	West LPA	East LPA	
Participants




What is your length of service as a Police Constable?

Participants	1-3 years	4-6 years	7-9 years	10+ years	14	8	6	2	Column1	1-3 years	4-6 years	7-9 years	10+ years	Column2	1-3 years	4-6 years	7-9 years	10+ years	
Participants




What department do you currently work in?

Participants	Response	Neighbourhood	RPSO	Firearms	CID	PPU	Other (Please specify)	20	6	2	0	2	0	0	Column1	Response	Neighbourhood	RPSO	Firearms	CID	PPU	Other (Please specify)	Column2	Response	Neighbourhood	RPSO	Firearms	CID	PPU	Other (Please specify)	
Participants




What is you current rank

Participants	Police Constable	Sergeant	Inspector or above	Other (Please specify)	23	3	0	4.5	Column1	Police Constable	Sergeant	Inspector or above	Other (Please specify)	Column2	Police Constable	Sergeant	Inspector or above	Other (Please specify)	
Participants




How satisfied are you with your knowledge and understanding of drug crimes?

Participants	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	Somewhat dissatisfied	Dissatisfied	Very dissatisfied	7	14	7	1	1	0	0	Column1	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	Somewhat dissatisfied	Dissatisfied	Very dissatisfied	Column2	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	Somewhat dissatisfied	Dissatisfied	Very dissatisfied	
Participants




How satisfied are you with the training you have received about drug offences and drug use?

Participants	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	Somewhat dissatisfied	Dissatisfied	Very dissatisfied	4	10	9	6	1	0	0	Column2	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	Somewhat dissatisfied	Dissatisfied	Very dissatisfied	Column1	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	Somewhat dissatisfied	Dissatisfied	Very dissatisfied	
Participants




What percentage of incidents have you been to where you believe drug use has occurred?

Participants	0% - 10%	10% - 20%	20% - 30%	30% - 40%	40% - 50%	50% - 60%	60% - 70%	70% - 80%	80% - 90%	90% - 100%	2	1	2	3	6	5	5	6	0	0	Series 2	0% - 10%	10% - 20%	20% - 30%	30% - 40%	40% - 50%	50% - 60%	60% - 70%	70% - 80%	80% - 90%	90% - 100%	Series 3	0% - 10%	10% - 20%	20% - 30%	30% - 40%	40% - 50%	50% - 60%	60% - 70%	70% - 80%	80% - 90%	90% - 100%	
Participants




Do you currently like the disposal methods used by police relating to drug offences?

Participants	Yes	No (Please detail proposed disposal methods	27	3	
Participants




Do you believe that we have the most up to date technology and methods to target and prevent drug crimes?

Participants	Yes	No (Please detail proposed technology or methods)	20	10	
Participants
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