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Is it morally acceptable to eat animals?

I believe that it is acceptable to eat animals and that it is a clear show of humanity’s survival. I feel that our survival needs aren’t much different than many other meat eating animals such as tigers, lions, bears and whales to name a few.[footnoteRef:1] All of these animal’s hunt and eat in order to survive in their natural habitats. I believe that, since the start of time, humans have needed this same survival skill in order to survive through the ages. However, now that we are in a time where we have a choice to be able to eat meat or not and can clearly survive without it, it is down to the personal choice of a person if they wish to indulge them self with meat. If our ancestors all decided to be vegetarians, it could have been very difficult for survival as they obviously did not have the same luxuries as we do today, with modern agriculture bringing the food to us rather than scanning and searching the wilderness in hope of finding edible plants and berries.  If it was not for our ancestors learning to hunt and cook together to survive, would we be an efficient civilisation? However, with this being said, I feel the need to agree with Cora Diamond in that, we tend to look the other way in what we do to slaughter animals and that we deprive them of their rights.[footnoteRef:2] In my view, it is morally unacceptable and unjustifiable the way in which we treat animals in the fact that our survival skills and needs have changed over the centuries. Humans are happy to turn a blind eye when slaughtering animals for food consumptions as we profit from it.[footnoteRef:3] Non-vegetarians are happy to consume meats such as beef, pork and chicken, but I believe that this would be a different situation if instead of taking cattle to the slaughter they were taking puppies. The meat eaters in the world may not eat a puppy but yet are happy to eat lamb. Does this show that we have a moral standing of animals in which it is okay to kill some but not the others?[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Dimmock, Fisher 2017: 220]  [2:  Diamond 1978: 465-466]  [3:  Ibid]  [4:  Wilson. Animals and Ethics] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion to what has been said, I believe that it is morally unacceptable to consume animals, however, I strongly believe that our ancestors needed to in order to survive. I believe that we are now in an age where we could find an alternative to depriving innocent animals of their rights and well-being. In society today, it feels that we have an unwritten table of which animals are ok to be slaughtered and consumed and that for some reason it is ok to treat certain types of animals different from others.
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ypes of animals different from others.  
