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This essay provides a comprehensive analysis of the ethical predicaments that the public and police officers encounter on a day-to-day basis. The implementation of evidence-based policing presents a multitude of challenges that ought to be addressed to ensure that each task follows the code of ethics, thereby guaranteeing the impartiality and reliability of the evidence presented. Law enforcement officers face numerous moral dilemmas daily, including but not limited to, bias, invasions of privacy, and monitoring. These ethical challenges require careful consideration and attention to ensure that the rights of citizens are protected while maintaining the integrity of the criminal justice system. Furthermore, monitoring, including the use of surveillance technology, is another ethical challenge that law enforcement must navigate. The use of such technology raises concerns about privacy and how the evidence generated will be used. Police officers must strike a balance between protecting citizens and respecting their right to privacy.

Surveillance is considered a potential crime prevention strategy. To determine its effectiveness, a meta-analysis was conducted, which involved various reviews and strategies to assess the impact of surveillance on reducing crime in public areas (Welsh and Farrington, 2009). CCTV is one of the most common surveillance tools, used for detecting offenders, crowd control, public order scenarios and in general aiding in crime prevention. Privacy concerns have been raised against surveillance since the late 19th century. Warren and Brandeis (1890) highlighted privacy's importance, which is valuable to individuals and society. Although surveillance is helpful, it still poses a threat to public privacy. Thus, it is crucial to maintain a balance between privacy and safety while using surveillance tools. Patrolling the area is necessary to catch offenders in the act (Norris & Armstrong, 1999), Throughout the United States, the government maintains a level of oversight in even the most minor aspects of citizens' lives. As a result, individual autonomy and agency have been slowly diminishing in relation to society over time. This pattern was first identified by Alexis de Tocqueville in (1835) and can be traced back to several underlying factors. The implementation of street lighting, police patrols, and other security measures have proven to be effective in reducing crime rates. By using real-time evidence, the police can prevent personal and property crimes by identifying the offender and the actual circumstances surrounding the incident. This gives a better insight in to what happened and stronger evidence, which has a significant impact on crime prevention. 
In recent years, the use of body cameras by police has increased (Lum et al., 2020). The increase in usage has resulted in a decrease in complaints against officers and has improved the behaviour of both officers and the public during investigations. Body-worn cameras (BWCs) have been helpful in recording evidence, which can be used to train other officers and improve future strategies. However, concerns regarding public privacy and the extent to which the footage is watched need to be addressed (Cubitt et al, 2017). It is important to have footage and audio recording equipment in police custody also. BWCs worn by law enforcement officials can play a vital role in improving safety, not only for police officers but also for the offenders. Being in custody can be a vulnerable and dangerous time, and incidents such as deaths, assaults, and drug use have occurred. The recorded footage and audio can aid in investigations of such incidents Britannic prorcon.org (2023).

Racial profiling and xenophobia are two unethical issues that impact the police force. These practices are unlawful and can lead to arbitrary arrests and the use of racial slurs against members of specific communities (Cook, 1999, p. 30).  When a minority group moves to a region where they are not the majority, they frequently experience discrimination, which can make them feel unwelcome and marginalized. This experience can also lead the majority group to view them as invasive and unwanted in their community. The discrimination that minority groups face can take many forms, including being treated unfairly by the police.
 
However, when providing services to the public, police officers have a duty to act impartially and uphold the moral guidelines outlined in the force code of ethics. This means that police officers must treat all individuals equally, regardless of their race, ethnicity, or background. When police officers take sides in disputes involving minority groups, they risk losing their credibility as public servants and may even face disciplinary action or dismissal from their jobs.
 
It is important for police officers to understand the impact of discrimination and to work towards creating a more inclusive and welcoming community for all individuals. By upholding the principles of impartiality and fairness, police officers can effectively serve their communities and build trust with the public they serve.
A framework for sharing personal data with law enforcement agencies that must process it for their purposes—such as the prevention, investigation, and detection of criminal activity—is provided by the Date Protection Act 2018 and the UK GDPR (DPA 2018). They are only allowed to use personal data if it is necessary and proportionate, and when the law permits them to do so. Note that an individual's privacy preferences may contradict regulatory requirements or may not be known. All people's privacy preferences are unique, and a violation of privacy occurs when confidential information is misused. The law of confidence has evolved to provide a remedy to protect privacy rights. Consequently, when law enforcement officials discriminate against individuals based on their race, colour, or national origin, they are violating their obligation to uphold the law (Kane, 1996, p. 68). 

Although the practice of stop and search should be fair to all members of the public and consistent with procedural justice, which is based on treating individuals equally and with respect, there have been instances where the metropolitan police have shown bias against members of ethnic minorities. Officers must base their decisions on accurate information and be able to justify and support the evidence they present. When conducting stop and search procedures, they should listen to the person being searched and give them an opportunity to tell their story. By doing this, they will show respect for the person being searched and earn their trust. Officers can confirm or allay concerns about people using stop and search powers primarily to avoid using their arrest authority. For officers to conduct a stop and search and not target certain types based on how they dress, colour of their skin etc, by following the correct and proper process in the communities this then can achieve a more peaceful and trusted community. (college of policing, 2023)

The significance of ethical concerns cannot be overstated when it comes to the operations of police forces across Wales and the UK. It is of utmost importance for police personnel to follow local laws to gain the respect and trust of the communities they serve. Every individual deserves to be heard and given many opportunities to explain themselves, regardless of their background. It is important to remember that appearances can often be deceiving, which is why there are safeguards in place to ensure that justice is served. These safeguards are designed to provide support and ensure that all individuals, irrespective of their background, are treated fairly and with respect. Ethical dilemmas are pervasive in law enforcement and require careful consideration and attention. By addressing these ethical challenges, law enforcement can maintain the integrity of the criminal justice system while upholding the rights of citizens.
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