


The legal system is often viewed as a ‘male-dominant’ establishment, and women perceiving their handling as insensitive and preferential (Heidensohn, 2002). Hiedensohn’s article ‘’The Deviance of Women; A Critique and an Enquiry’’ (1968), was assigned as one of the first analysis of recognised criminology’s negligence, to incorporate women when conducting research. The double deviance idea is a hypothesis that claims that the criminal justice system is more punitive toward women. It advocates that women have strayed from expected societal standards by acting improperly. Becker (1963) once described the theory ‘Deviance is not a characteristic of the act that the person does; rather, it is a result of how others treat an "offender" who violates their standards and punishes them. The one who has been effectively labelled as deviant; deviant conduct is conduct that people so label.’ This essay will talk about what double deviance is and if women who commit crimes are subject to it.
The role of classical criminology and how it is carried out must first be analysed and summarised in order to identify the conceptual foundations of women and crime. The development of feminist criminology can be subjectively set to 1976, from the printing of Carol Smart’s ‘Women, Crime and Criminology, A Feminist Critique. Even though previous efforts have acknowledged several issues that were seen, Smart presented these jointly in a structured analysis of the handling of women offenders in conventional criminology, and the disregard of women’s endurances as victims in one’s effort to submit guidelines that will allow for new modern areas of feminist analysis. 20th century feminist criminology confronted the general virility of the hypothesis of misdemeanours, deviance and social leadership by bringing awareness of the persistent prohibition and fabrication of women in criminological thesis and analysis (Belknap, 2001; Cain, 1990; Daly & Chesney-Lind, 1988). Violence towards women such as sexual assault, harassment and domestic violence were often disregarded, belittled and treated lightly. Same as, women and girls who are in dispute with the law were ignored and shut out by the general population whilst slandered and objectified. The reality of women committing fewer criminal offenses than men inherited the acceptance that this did not justify awareness, causing previous theorists’ failure to appreciate the importance of the connection between sex and criminal behaviour but also the regularity of this connection in the long run (Britton, 2000). Early researchers such as Cesare Lombrosso (1895) recognised numerous aspects that differentiated women from men. Women were seen to be less intelligent than men, inadequate to experience suffering and more feminine. Women who were seen as ‘bad’ were considered deviants who defied against their genetic feminine roles (Klein, 1980). As opposed to male offenders, women offenders were seen to be breaking not only the law but breaching preconceived traditional norms. Not only were women then guilty of breaking the law but were seen to be aberrant. Female delinquency is perceived as the consequence of fundamental biological or psychological features of women, that are slightly influenced by social and economic components. These have produced common conclusions around the female nature solely founded on the generative role. Women who had committed criminal offenses were viewed as biologically abnormal (Lombrosso and Ferrero, 1985). From these criminal acts committed by women, they were labelled as needing treatment and were either to be cured or withdrawn. To be able to produce the chivalry thesis in a historical framework, traditional theorists regarding discriminatory treatment of women in the criminal justice system looked towards Otto Pollak's (1950) argument. Pollak hypothesised that crimes perpetrated by women were largely unreported or covered up in 1950. According to Pollak, women were particularly adept at concealing their misdeeds because of feminine genetics. In essence he stated, “put forward the idea that women are intrinsically vindictive and cunning, preying on a constant stream of defenceless victims with the help of men's adoring chivalry.”. 
A concern around the criminality within females is related to the view that traditionally, women have frequently solely been viewed for their roles in motherhood. This would in terms for placing less emphasis on tasks and obligations for the male parent. The belief regarding female crime discloses the ingrained attitudes of sexism inside the criminal justice system, the concept that crimes committed by women are greatly more severe than if a male had committed the crime on account of their ‘double deviance’, women whose sole purpose is to be a mother and their deviant behaviour will tarnish their children. A study performed by Koons-Witt et, al (2012), examined different crimes to determine how gender affected the range of crimes committed. They examined several other elements and how they interact with gender-specific sentencing processes in addition to how gender influences sentencing. According to Rodriguez et, al, common offences for women are frequently non-violent crimes for example, crimes such as fraud (2006). The evil woman theory may therefore have a bigger impact than it might in countries with reduced traditional attitudes when women commit violent crimes, that are not generally perceived as crimes carried out by women. The outcome of this study indicated that there is promotion of the double deviance theory.  In addition to "formal" challenges like those caused by a lack of institutional structures, regulations, and resources, women who break the law also experience more subtle forms of discrimination, frequently as a result of the thoughts and attitudes of criminal justice employees. The UNODC documentation for legal system practitioners on non-custodial procedures for female offenders emphasises the fact that, people of which their actions fail to conform to typical gender identity stereotypes commonly experience discrimination and bias (UNODC, 2015). They may administer, execute, and maintain gender stereotypes, frequently unintentionally, when handling both women and men in the justice system or when deciding on detention or non-custodial measures, or they may be unwilling to tackle prejudices held by other criminal justice system actors. The effect of sexual discrimination on female criminals differs. Women often experience illiberal treatment or penalizing than that of men for crimes like child neglect, prostitution or violence, crimes that are viewed break the traditional norms that are seen to be that of ‘true’ women (UNODC, 2015). The fact that police have stereotypes about women and the offenses they carry out demonstrates how gender influences how the law and society react to various types of crimes. Women are imprisoned for relatively small acts, as can be observed by how practises are carried out by the courts and sentencing trends, and "that the 'evil woman' thesis and the 'double deviance, double jeopardy' thesis are employed against women in court,". 
In line with the chivalry thesis, from one perspective women require safeguarding as they are viewed as physically and intellectually weak. From this it has been argued that women are then seen to be safeguarded by the criminal justice system. At the same time, men are thought to defend women, hence it is unreasonable to expect them to be harmed by men. They will consequently be given harsh sentences if they do. Indeed, several studies have shown evidence that men were subjected to harsher treatment than women, which has supported this notion. Nonetheless, the gender of a criminal plays a compelling part, and it has been debated that the providence of women within the criminal justice system hinges on how a woman can portray the conservative female part. Lloyd (1995) expressed that women have been known to utilize their feminineness for their gain. This has been known to have made it a challenge when defending equal rights. Women who were divorced or separated and those who originated from dysfunctional families were found to receive relatively harsh penalties among other women. This is due to women being seen as not respectable by society. This shows in the case between Khoua Her (1998) and Andrea Yates (2001). Both women were American citizens but had received differential treatment in the criminal justice system due to their backgrounds. Khoua, a separated twenty-four-year-old immigrant, was sentenced to fifty years in prison for the killings of her six children. Whilst Andrea Yates, who was a white, married, middle class Christian who drowned her children, was found guilty of two murders but was found not guilty of killing the other three on the grounds of insanity. 
Previously, it has been argued that the media continuing to produce misrepresented articles around female offenders and crime has been a largely known obstacle for recognising the gendered shape of crime and the monumental movement that record a remarkable reduction around gender gap within the last half century. Instances concerning women offenders are frequently viewed newsworthy and are highly visible within the media (Barnett, 2006; Collins, 2016; Davies, 2011; Easteal et al, 2015). As Estrada et al (2019) have displayed, it is widely more familiar that the media acknowledges cases incriminating a woman perpetrator include explanations for the offense. Media articles involving women criminals can be also seen as effective in aiding the outcome of verdicts and inciting public opinion (e.g., Collins, 2016, Dekeseredy, 2011; Easteal et al,2015). According to Barak (2012: 379), media helps to "maintain societal conformity, order, and control." For example, Seal (2010) states ‘the conversations of womanhood that are reproduced through gender conceptions of violent women "have a role in the broader societal regulation of femininity," according to this study. Another example would be Skilbrei (2012) pointed out that ‘news media accounts of homicides do more than just prove that homicide is bad. In a broader sense, they also contribute to defining the line between what is considered normal and what is not’. Although men continue to overlook when it comes to crime statistics as criminals, international data presents the frequent decrease of the gender difference around legally reported crime in countries such as the United Kingdom and the USA. It has been debated that women aren’t in fact turning increasingly more violent but rather societal reactions to their violent conducts are altering, steering to a net-widening of crime explained as viscous (Alder and Worral, 2004; Chesney-Lind and Sheldon, 2004; Steffensmeier et al, 2005). 
To conclude, based on the information and evidence shown throughout this essay, it can be implied that women are in fact on the receiving end of double deviance which has a large impact on how women are then perceived and how gender can play a vast part when dictating an offender’s sentence. It can be demonstrated that a sizable body of work, which I analysed, displays a trend that lends credence to the notion that women are given lighter sentences. However, when additional elements play a role that challenge traditional gender norms and expectations, such as committing violent rather than nonviolent crime, women are sometimes punished harsher than males. Feminist criminologists even though maturing on premature theories continue to agree that women are treated more acrimonious, not simply for only breaking the law but breach their gendered roles in society. While men are permitted to present agency-related justifications, women are given psychological and unique causes for their criminal behaviour. As a result, we can draw the conclusion that the criminal justice system and society, treats female criminals differently than male offenders.
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