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Abstract
According to (onlineschools.org) “virtual learning environment was founded in 1996 by entrepreneurs Glen, Jone and Bernand Luskin. Launched Jones International University, which became the first accredited and fully web-based University. “Since the creation of these fully online programs and schools, distance learning has continued to grow in many different directions.” A virtual learning environment was introduced to help students and teachers to engage in their learning processes through online classes. ( http://www.onlineschools.org)


























1. Introduction
“Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) refers to real learning in a virtual environment. Sometimes, also called Learning Management System (LMS) they supply a web-based software solution to aid in the practice of distance or blended study. In general, the term VLE tends to apply to computer programs that facilitate e-learning in a traditional education establishment, while the term LMS is normally deployed in reference to corporate training. In practice, however, the two acronyms are interchangeable and can be used to indicate the same thing.” (“Introduction to Virtual Learning Environments - Education ...”) (“Introduction to Virtual Learning Environments - Education ...”) (Education and training UK).Education and Training UK: Learning & Teaching, Courses ...
Research objectives: Investigate the impact of using the virtual learning environment (VLE) on students’ experiences.
I am going to do a survey about the impact of using Virtual Learning Environment on the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saints David (UWTSD), here in London Campus by conducting Primary and secondary data collections. I am going to send out some form of questionnaires to the students to seek their views and experiences on virtual learning environment. By doing this investigation will help me find the real feeling, what the students think about virtual learning environment.
Are they going to have different views and opinions on this subject or are they going to have the same experience? All these are important to find out to know whether this Moodle is that effective or not.
















Rationale
There are problems which I think need to be addressed about the Virtual Learning Environment. Such problems are Lack of immediate communication between online students, delay or not receiving feed back in time, not getting clear instruction or having internet problem.
These challenges are there, and they really make Virtual learning environment not that effective like face-to-face learning environment. If these challenges are not solved, then this way of learning will affect online students because they have no face-to-face interaction like those who are studying in class. The lack of immediate response may be caused by several factors, it may be due to internet connection problems, or the student is somehow busy doing something else. This can discourage a lot of online students from having effective communication.
The problem of not receiving feedback in time can really stress you because you do not know whether that person will find your email or not. 





















1. Literature Review 
2.1 What is the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on students' experiences?
There are a lot of ways students receive help from the Virtual Learning Environment:
For example: Time management, as an online student, you have freedom of time to focus on your assignment or on other important things at home while waiting for your class to begin which is impossible for face-to-face student. This student will need to stop whatever he or she is doing to save time to travel to university while the online student is there sitting on his big comfortable chair, taking a good cup of coffee or tea, and just revising his / her work. They do not have to spend too much money on transport to go to university and these are not the only benefits of virtual learning environment, as we have seen and experienced the effectiveness of this system during pandemic, it was really helping people from all over the world to share their experiences and encourage each other not to give up.
Improve IT (Information Technology) Skills. 
A virtual learning environment helps non-IT Skills students to improve their computer skills. They can easily practice how to use computer and become perfect. In that way they will advance their knowledge and work on their school activities without stress. You do not need to pay to learn computer unless you are studying IT as your professional career.
Research questions 















3.1 Methodology 
To find out the impact of virtual learning environment, I directly conducted this survey by sending out selected questionnaires form to students here in London Campus and requested them to share their experiences and their opinions about Moodle, as a result to my research, it turns out that there are indeed some challenges involve in virtual learning environment that make online learning difficult as I mentioned early in my rationale. There is this lack of physical presence in the class and interaction between students and teachers sometimes causes poor discussion or communication. Online students sometimes tend not to take their classes seriously as they would have done on the Campus, they always find ways to defend themselves if they do not attend their sessions. Some of the excuses would be like I have internet connection problem or Computer issue etc. Base on the feedback I have, I am going to make a series of analysis. 






















Qualitative - 
4.1 Mixed methods research study 
I used both Primary and Secondary data to conduct this research in an effective way to find out how the current students and the earlier researchers think about the Moodle.
5.1 The Primary data which I have collected from the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saints David (UWTSD), here in London Campus illustrates how virtual learning environment motivated a lot of students to carry on with their classes during the Covid-19 pandemic. In this research, I used the descriptive qualitative method. The graphic of this research are 8 students of L4 in Certificate of Higher Education for the workplace ( CertHE) with order of their experiences and opinions about the Moodle. I had taken a keen observation semi structured interview, and documentation as tools for data collection.




















5.1 Secondary data: data that others have collected
“According to research in Learning Technology Vol. 29, 2021 ORIGINAL RESEARCH ARTICLE Transforming the online learning space through advanced development retreats Daniel J. Beltona*, Sue Folleyb and Sophie McGownc a School of Applied Sciences, University of Huddersfield, Queensgate, Huddersfield, UK; b Vice Chancellor’s Office, University of Huddersfield, Queensgate, Huddersfield, UK; c Customer Success, D2L Corporatiion, 151 Charles Street West Suite 400, Kitchener, ON, Canada. (Received: 5 August 2020; Revised: 12 October 2021; Accepted: 13 October 2021; Published: 10 December 2021) Learning technologies have the potential to transform Higher Education, although multifaceted demands on staff time, confidence and training in using modern technologies, and a lack of support can make this transformation difficult. The University of Huddersfield recently transitioned to a new virtual learning environment (VLE), which supplied the opportunity to change the way staff view and use the new VLE for teaching and learning. As part of this project, three off-site retreats were run to help staff to reflect on and develop their teaching practice to better support student learning in the digital space and develop advanced online port the democratisation of learning, close differential attainment gaps and give every student the best chance of success. Although much is written about different models of practice, there is a lack of theory and conceptualisation around changing practice. Examining the motivations and experiences of staff who took part supplies insight into the challenges of implementing change on an institutional level, whilst examining their set-up and design highlights ways to support staff during this process. Using participant feedback and experiences to underpin this research, we explore the immediate and ongoing outcomes of these off-site retreats to help transform the University’s approach to technology-enhanced learning. Keywords: transforming practice; academic development; technology-enhanced learning; learning technologies; staff development Introduction Higher Education Institutions have a responsibility to prepare students for becoming global digital citizens (Patton 2018), and technology-enhanced learning (TEL) can help break down traditional barriers and give a more diverse demographic of students access to education. Learning technologies, therefore, if implemented and managed appropriately, are seen to have the potential to supply more engaging and inclusive learning environments (e.g., Beetham and Sharpe 2013; Laurillard 2008; Salmon, to access the supplementary material, please visit the article landing p *Corresponding author. Email: d.j.belton@hud.ac.uk Research in Learning Technology 2021. © 2021 D.J. Belton et al. Research in Learning Technology is the journal of the Association for Learning Technology (ALT), a UK-based professional and scholarly society and membership organisation. ALT is registered charity number 1063519. http://www.alt.ac.uk/. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), allowing third parties to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format and to remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially, supplied the original work is properly cited and says its license. Citation: Research in Learning Technology 2021, 29: 2490 - http Citation: Research in Learning Technology 2021, 29: 2490 - http://dx.doi.org/10.25304/rlt.v29.2490 (page number not for citation purpose)”


6.1 Ethics
Analysis from both Primary and Secondary data expressed positive and challenges in using virtual learning environment. The challenges mentioned in this survey include multifaced demands on staff time which could be stressful, being confident and getting enough training in using modern technology which can be difficult if you do not have support to make it possible during lockdown however there are a lot of positive outcomes from this Moodle. Using this Moodle transforms your IT skills and turns you into a genius in using computer. It can develop your academic skills in a way that you could not learn when you are a face-to-face student. 
























7.1 Research Methods
Quantitative = collect data based on numbers
This quantitative research is based on the numbers of students that responded to my design questionnaire on google form that I sent out to them 
 Students' views on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment:

























	1.Haveyou ever used Virtual Learning Environment?
	Yes
	6
	No
	2
	
	
	
	

	2.How often do you use this Moodle (per week)?
	A.1-5 hours/week
B.210 hours/week
	5
	B.2-10 hours/week
	2
	C.3-15 hours/week or more than 15hours/week
	1
	

	3.Do you find it difficult when using Moodle?
	Yes
	3
	No
	5
	
	
	
	,  ,
	
	
	
	


  

	4.Does virtual learning environment influence students? 
	A. Strongly agrees

	5
	agree
	2
	Strongly disagree
	0
	Disagree
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 





	1. Are you familiar with Virtual Learning Environment?
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	5
	No
	2
	
	

	2. How often do you use this Moodle (per week)?
	
	
	
	
	

	A. 1-5 hours/week
	
	
	4
	
	

	B. 2-10hours/week
	
	
	2
	
	

	C. 3-15 hours/week
	
	
	1
	
	

	more than 15/week
	15 hours/week
	
	0
	
	

	3. Do you find it difficult when using Moodle?
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	4
	No
	3
	
	

	4. What is the impact of Virtual Learning Environment?
	
	
	
	
	

	Bad 0
	good 2
	Incredibly good
	5
	
	

	5. Can the Virtual Learning Environment affect student performance and learning?
	help students perform and learn better?
	
	
	
	

	Agree
	
	6
	
	
	

	Disagree
	
	1
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Are you satisfied using this Moodle?
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	6
	No
	1
	
	














These are the percentages of the above assessment 
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Conclusion
For the last 2-3 years, the entire world has been experiencing a lot of global pandemics. The Covid-19 has brought a virtual learning environment into effect. During lockdown, the UK government introduced a lot of rules to keep people safe and implemented the online policy which was set to keep working people and students busy with their work.
From the survey that has been carried out, it has been concluded that virtual learning environment has been so effective in enabling us to study and work from home.
Based on the evidence that I gathered, I could not have agreed more that the Virtual Learning Environment will be the choice in years to come. 






















to access the supplementary material, please visit the article landing p *Corresponding author. Email: d.j.belton@hud.ac.Uk Research in LearningEducation and Training UK: Learning & Teaching, Courses ...
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