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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international agreement stating the political, civil, economic, cultural and social rights of every child no matter their race, abilities and religion. There are 54 articles within the UNCRC which governments should make available for all children. The UNCRC says that children and young people should not just be seen as a child citizen by a birth certificate but to be treated as a citizen with respect and equality (Invernizzi and Williams, 2008).                
[bookmark: _Hlk500078200][bookmark: _Hlk500074282]Article 16- Children have the right to privacy. The law should protect them from attacks against their way of life, their good name, their families and their homes (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). 
· Practitioners should comply with their confidentiality policies and procedures in the setting. This also means sharing information with the appropriate people and not discussing any personal information about a child or their family outside of the setting. The Education Act 2002 further strengthens the importance of safeguarding children by stating that practitioners should follow the settings guidelines to promote the welfare of children (Legislation.co.uk, No Date). This is also included within the Foundation Phase Framework and further strengthens the school’s duty to maintain the welfare and safety of all children (Welsh Government, 2015).  
· All practitioners should follow the Data Protection Principles within the Data Protection Act 1998 that say that any personal information or data about a child or family must be kept safe and secure (Gov.uk, No date).
· The NSPCC also state the importance of sharing information with the appropriate people and how it is key to safe guarding and maintaining the welfare of children (NSPCC, 2015). 
· Maintaining confidentiality and following the settings policies and procedures will promote a trusting relationship with parents.

Article 31- All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). 
· Children within the setting should be given a wide range of activities to play and explore, developing all children’s holistic development which includes children’s personal, social and physical development. According to The Foundation Phase activities should be available to children that provide new learning opportunities, a chance to experiment and for them to become independent thinkers and learners (Welsh Government, 2015). 
· All activities planned by practitioners should cater for all children’s diverse needs. This will give children a sense of belonging and inclusion within the setting. This should enable positive relationships to be built between practitioners and the children.
· According to The Welsh Assembly Government’s Play Policy children should be provided with a rich stimulating environment that is full of challenges. They can then explore, play and learn about themselves and the world around them (Welsh Assembly Government, 2002).
· Practitioners should ensure the environment is rich and stimulating with a wide range of toys and activities available for them to access. 
· Maria Montessori’s approach is that children learn about the world around them through hands on experiences. She believes that classrooms should be filled with well organised and available learning materials that are engaging and interesting (Learning Theories, 2017).


Article 12- Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).  
· The Foundation Phase supports this article by promoting the respect of children having a voice. The Framework includes activities that should be planned within the setting allowing children to communicate their ideas, values and beliefs about themselves and the world around them. Children need to be involved in planning process as it encourages children to express their ideas, feelings and views creatively, giving them a sense of inclusion. It gives children opportunities to ask questions and to also listen to other children’s opinions around them. This promotes independent thinkers and learners (Welsh Government, 2015).
· The Reggio Emilia Approach to learning also puts great emphasis on allowing children to make decisions and have child-led activities within their classrooms. They base learning on the interests of the children (Reggio Children, No Date). 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Children Act 1989 also says that children have the right to a voice and help with decision making. Children’s feelings must be taken into account when decisions are being made that affect them (Children’s Rights in Wales, No date). 
·   Practitioners and Multi-agencies should all listen and respect children. This will build trusting and positive relationships with the children. 
· Maria Montessori’s approach to play allows children to make choices which prepares them to become independent thinkers and learners (Learning Theories, 2017).
Article 3 – All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). 
· School practitioners must work together to support a child’s individual needs. Information sharing provides positive outcomes for children. This could include teachers, key persons and teaching assistants.  Planning, observing and recording of children’s development helps gather information about the child’s progression and learning needs. 
· According to the Foundation Phase practitioners must understand how children develop in order to plan an appropriate curriculum and learn about children’s developmental needs (Welsh Government, 2015). 
· All multi agencies should work together with schools to support and promote the welfare of children. 
· Multi agencies and organisations could include Speech and Language Therapists, Social workers, school nurses and Team Around the Family. Schools, other organisations and multi agencies must all work in partnership to support children to ensure that they are safe and supported efficiently. This can be done by having effecting communication amongst each other and by sharing information appropriately. 
· The Every Child Matters Policy promotes this effective communication. Professionals from different agencies share and communicate information. This encourages and promotes the needs of children and how to help them gain the most out of life (Working with Kids, 2017). 
· Home-school partnerships are important for children’s social and emotional well-being and learning therefore practitioners need to build positives relationships with parents and the family (Mind Matters, no date). 
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