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Introduction 
This report aims to communicate the relevance of 10 archival sources centring around the life and WW1 military career of Thomas William Follett. The focus; the life’s journey of this local man, from his home in Pontypridd to serving his country in war. Ideally the archival sources will provide a summary of Follett’s life and answer the questions:
Who was Thomas William Follett?
When and where did he enlist?
Where was he deployed?
How did he die?
Where was he buried?

Methodology  
To narrow my search for a hometown-based topic, I visited my local libraries history collection and found a book about my high school’s research project on WW1 memorials in Pontypridd. After evaluating the library archives, I found a selection of war records, newspapers, death registers etc. that helped focus my topic to WW1 Memorials in town. The list is compiled of an assortment of sources from physical and online archives. The process beginning with local monuments and then focusing on one name.

Sources 
1) Image of the 5th Battalion, Welsh Regiment Obelisk.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  RCT Library Service, Digital Photograph Archive at: https://treorchy.ibase.media/viewitem?key=SXsiUCI6eyJ2YWx1ZSI6IkNvbW1vbiBtZW1vcmlhbCIsIm9wZXJhdG9yIjoxLCJmdXp6eVByZWZpeExlbmd0aCI6MywiZnV6enlNaW5TaW1pbGFyaXR5IjowLjUsIm1heFN1Z2dlc3Rpb25zIjo1LCJhbHdheXNTdWdnZXN0IjpudWxsfX0&pg=2&WINID=1700065660954#0PtyS9oSiysAAAGL089O7w/25431 
] 

Location: Digital image archive.
Content: Depicts the unveiling of an obelisk by Lord Allenby dated August 1923. A ceremonial gathering of soldiers in traditional uniforms with weapons in addition to a large crowd attending the service at Coedpenmaen Common, Pontypridd.
Findings: This demonstrates the large number of soldiers from Pontypridd that served and lost their lives in WW1. These 5th Battalion soldiers were stationed in Palestine, Egypt, and Gallipoli. This prompted a further search for memorials in town with a more personal inscription of names rather than just battalions and deployment locations. 


2) Description of ‘The 29’ Commemorative Tablet.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  War Memorials Online, “St Mary’s. Glyntaff, WW1.” At:
 www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk,2018, www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/257130.] 


Location: Online archive. 

Content: The source lists the tablets’ address, the location in the building, materials used in its creation, a description of its current state, and references to mentions of the tablet in media sources. 

Findings: ‘The 29’ is a list of St Mary’s Church members who died in WW1; however, this sources description lacks the names of the men it’s commemorating. The notation of its unveiling being reported by the Pontypridd Observer in 1922 led to the next source where I was able to find more detail about the tablet’s inscription.  


3) Article on ‘The 29’ tablet unveiling.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Pontypridd, Pontypridd Library, Pontypridd Observer 1922 collection, April 15th] 


Location: Pontypridd Library Archives. 

Content: A newspaper article published April 15th 1922 with a description of the order of service in St Mary’s including psalms, hymns, and speeches from members of the church, the population of the service, the inscription on the tablet, the success of money collections, the names of the committee leaders responsible for the tablet’s approval and creation. 

Findings: The inscription highlighted multiple members of the same family enlisted. The Follett family in particular lost three sons. The Vicar specifically mentions the territory fought for in France, which suggests the men of Pontypridd were deployed to areas other than those listed on the 5th Battalion Obelisk. 


4) Census return 1911 document.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Pontypridd, Pontypridd Library, 1911 Census return, Glamorgan Pontypridd, Class: RG14; Piece: 32219; Schedule Number: 309  ] 


Location: Pontypridd Library Archives.

Content: The address of the Follett family, members of the household, ages, jobs, and place of birth.

Findings: The families address was Rock View, Coedpenmaen Common, Pontypridd. There were 9 members of the household, 6 male, 3 female, the family moved frequently as the 7 Follett children have birth places listed in Taffs Well, New Town, Caerphilly, and Whitchurch. I chose to pursue Thomas William Follett’s life and military career. 




5) Marriages, baptisms and burials 1570-1994 document.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Pontypridd, Pontypridd Library, Glamorganshire, Wales, Anglican Baptism, Marriages and Burials 1570-1994] 


Location: Pontypridd Library Archives.  

Content: A list of marriages during the period 1570-1994. Listed are names of the couple married and their parents, the date and location of the service. 

Findings: Thomas married Eliza May Hunt on March 30th 1913 in St Mary’s Church. I estimated the next chronological event would be enlistment prompting my research focus shift to war records. 


6) Pontypridd Role of Honour Document.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Pontypridd, Pontypridd Library, Pontypridd Role of Honour, page 15] 


Location: Pontypridd Library Archive.

Content: A list of causalities from Pontypridd for both World Wars, the names are reflected on memorials in Ynysangharad War Memorial Park. The list is organised alphabetically stating the officers rank, name, battalion, and service number.  

Findings: Thomas was a Private in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers (RWF); service number 18975. 


7) U.K soldier deaths 1914-1919 document.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Military-Genealogy.com, comp. UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008] 


Location: Ancestry online archive.

Content: A list containing information in 81 volumes of over 703,000 casualties of WW1. Lists the name, date, manner, and location of death. Also notes enlistment location, deployment location, service number, rank, and battalion.  

Findings: Thomas died of his wounds in Flanders, France on January 13th 1916. It can be assumed he was injured on the frontlines. He enlisted in Pontypridd and was assigned to the 16th Battalion of the RWF heading to the Western European Theatre of War. 


8) U.K, WW1 Pension Ledger.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ancestry.com. UK, World War I Pension Ledgers and Index Cards, 1914-1923 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2018] 


Location: Ancestry online archive.

Content: A ledger of servicemen who filed for a pension after WW1 due to injury or death, details of their next of kin are listed to contact. Includes soldiers name, rank, service number and battalion.

Findings: Provided confirmation that these were records relating to Thomas. There is an additional note stating Thomas died with two other soldiers; P. Foley and A. Ford. This multicausality could have resulted from a shelling on Flanders front lines.   


9) U.K Army register of soldiers’ effects.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Ancestry.com. UK, Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2014] 

Location: Ancestry online archive.
Content: A register specifying funds owed to soldiers of the British Army killed in the line of duty from 1901-1929. Notes name, rank, service number, battalion of the soldier, the date and location of death, and the next of kin and amount owed.
Findings: Identifying information was confirmed again. Thomas was pronounced dead at the France 2nd London Causality Clearing Station. Eliza May was owed £3.10 shillings. 

10) Burial database.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  CWGC. “Merville Communal Cemetery Database.” CWGC, www.cwgc.org/findrecords/findwardead/searchresults/?CemeteryExact=true&Cemetry=MERVILLE%20COMMUNAL%20CEMETERY&Sort=surname&Page=42. 
] 

Location: Online international database.
Content: The collection identifies 1277 casualties of WW1. Lists the name, rank, service number, battalion, nationality, date of death, cemetery and plot number. 
Findings: All identifying information was reconfirmed as Thomas, he was buried in Merville Communal Cemetery in Nord, France, plot VI.F.6. 

Conclusion 
Follett was a Pontypridd resident who came from a large family and enlisted in WW1. His military career took him to Flanders, France with the 16th RWF where he was unfortunately injured and died in 1916 as a result. His body was buried in France but he was commemorated in Pontypridd by his parish and local council through monuments. Future directions for research could be centred around the other Follett brothers that died in service and were commemorated on ‘The 29’ tablet. The same question guided research can be followed as stated in my introduction, focusing on early life and military career of the Follett brothers.


 
