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Introduction
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), are widely used in education, most commonly to deliver instructional materials and facilitate communication.                                                                      VLE is a web-based system designed to meet the teaching and learning needs of a school. It enables learning at any time and from any location using a device connected to the internet. The purpose of VLE is to replace or improve the interaction between the teacher and a student, so basically it was created to break down the barriers between school and home.                                                                                                                 This essay reports on the impact of VLE – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The report will help to conduct the results if the impact of VLE was positive or negative on the students. The survey investigated the reported impact of using VLE on learning and was based in ten research questions which investigated whether the impact was positive or negative on student learning.


VLE Literature Review 
This literature review discusses about the background and the development of VLE. It begins with a brief historical background, then moves on the general negative and positive effects of VLE. The final section is dedicated on a research based on a questionnaire created by the student and outlines the results of the research based on the students’ answers.











Historical background
Education used to be limited to a selected few with financial resources and access to the institution. Technology, on the other hand, has helped to level the playing field. It increased the availability and the accessibility of information. Starting with the invention of the printing machine all the way up to Google Books.
As a research by the team of Design Storm (2013) the first ever televised college credit course was offered by the University of Huston, in the US. After that, a computerized instruction system called PLATO (Programmed Logic for Automated Teaching Operation) was developed. Since that a lot of colleges and universities have begun to include online courses in their curriculums. 
Years later, with the advent of the World Wide Web (WWW), plenty of LMS (Learning Management System) emerged, including the most common, known as Moodle.

The negative impact of VLE
The coin, as we all know, has two sides. The Virtual Learning Environment does as well. Along with the many advantages, there are several numbers disadvantages to remember when implementing a VLE solution. 
For people who lack self-discipline or motivation, the flexibility of a virtual learning environment may become a challenge. It is difficult for them to remain focused and research effectively without close supervision and strict deadlines. Furthermore, since no one can see if you are using another computer when taking an online exam, VLE provides more ways to cheat on a test or actually doing everything yourself.                                                                                                              Even though VLE systems provide a variety of communication mechanisms - chats, group discussions, and online lectures - they cannot provide the same interactions as face-to-face conversations. From the research of Armstrong S. (2013), the VLE not only discourages good relationships and mutual support within a group, but it also prevents students from learning communicative and conflict-resolution skills that would be useful in the real world. A weak internet connection is another issue with VLE, as it makes downloading resources and uploading homework difficult. Another disadvantages about the VLE is the ‘solo learning’, because if you need any clarification on a topic, it is not instantly available, as the answer may be delayed due to the online availability of the person who could answer the question.                                                                                                                                         Self-control is a virtue. A web-based course necessitates the development of individual time management skills. If you don't handle your time properly, you'll find yourself buried in an insuperable amount of coursework, as with so many stuffs. Online courses necessitate the need to set aside time to complete your studies. It implies that you must priorities online learning. You must be responsible for your own learning in online courses. You are entirely responsible for your education. Nobody will make you do it. Nobody may force you to study.
In conclusion, online learning can be seen as a supplement to and expansion of traditional learning methods. Even the best online course can't completely replace face-to-face interaction with an instructor or the human bonds that form in a community. As a result, online learning can not be used to replace conventional classes. 

The positive impact of VLE
Many businesses switched to virtual meeting software to help to keep their businesses going during the recent coronavirus lockdowns. Also, several universities began their new semesters with online lectures rather than face-to-face classes. The bottom line is that virtual classrooms can be very effective and are the technology of the future. Every new technology is implemented with the goal of making things easier, simpler, and quicker. The VLE implementation is no different.
The educational process becomes more flexible with the creation of VLE, particularly in terms of time. Students can better sync their studies with other plans and events when they have permanent and full access to all learning materials. Furthermore, students are allowed to work at their own pace. Everyone can read the texts and watch the videos as many times as they need to in order to fully comprehend the content. You will develop your digital skills while growing your expertise and skills in your field of study using the most advanced online learning technologies. As you continue to learn and research online, you can gain trust and become more efficient by using collaborative online resources including online assessments, homework drop boxes, and collaboration tools, e-mail communications, and video presentations.
The VLE serves as an ideal platform for cataloguing and exchanging resources and links in a variety of platforms, guiding students in the right direction while still allowing for meaningful study. Creating and storing learning activities centralized within the VLE is not only an excellent organizational tool, but it also allows for interaction and exchange of ideas among teammates, as well as reducing duplication of work between students.
But is learning online as effective?
There is proof that online learning can be more efficient in a variety of ways to those that have access to appropriate technologies. According to some studies, students who learn online maintain 25-60% more content than those who learn in a classroom retain just 8-10%. This is due to the fact that students learn more quickly online. However, the success of online learning varies by age group. Especially for the youngest, as children are easily distracted. To get the most out of online learning, a concerted effort must be made to have this structure and to replicate a physical class.
In conclusion, there are numerous advantages of using a VLE, as well as numerous drawbacks; but, with the proper effort, online learning will replace face-to-face lessons, as all students would already have done due to the lockdowns.

Research and design methods
The research was carried out in the form of a questionnaire allowing analysis with excel. The ten questions was about the Moodle environment and the impact of it. The questionnaire was generated and organized by asking the students about how confident they were with the Moodle environment.
Q.1) Are you familiar with the Moodle environment?
Q. 2) Is Moodle useful for your learning?
Q. 3) How do you find Online Learning in terms of Moodle?
Q. 4) On a scale 1 to 10 how much user friendly is Moodle?
Q. 5) How often do you use Moodle?
Q. 6) How do you feel about using Moodle?
Q. 7) Do you find easy to find the information you are looking for?
Q. 8) Which setting do you use the most on Moodle?
Q. 9) What device do you use to connect to Moodle?
Q. 10) On a scale 1 to 5 how useful is Moodle for Online Learning?
These questions were asked to 5 students (2 male, 3 female).                                                      Some of the question was multiple choice (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10) that asked the respondents about their use of Moodle; some other questions were responded by a likert scale (3, 9).




Data presentation, analysis and discussion
In the following section each of the research question is addressed. Table one presents the overall results of the question ‘Are familiar are you with the Moodle environment?’
Tab. 1
The 80% of the students answered that they are familiar with the Moodle environment and only the 20% of the students answered that is not familiar. 





	Answer options
	Yes
	No

	Is Moodle useful for your learning?
	4
80%
	1
20%

	Do you find easy to find information you are looking for?
	4
80%
	1
20%


Tab. 2
By the results of the two questions which indicates if the students find useful Moodle for their Online Learning and if they find it easy to find the information they are looking for we have got the same results. 80% of them find useful Moodle and 20% of them disagree; for the second question, 80% of the students find easy to find the information they are looking for and the 20% of them did not find it easy.





Tab. 3
In this question I asked to the students how they find the Online Learning in terms of Moodle and the results are: 60% of the students find it difficult and 40% of the students find it fairly easy.





Tab. 4
	Student ref. No.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	How often do you use Moodle?
	3-4 times a week
	3-4 times a week
	3-4 times a week
	3-4 times a week
	3-4 times a week

	How do you feel about using Moodle?
	
Satisfied
	
Not satisfied at all
	
Satisfied
	
Not satisfied at all
	
Satisfied

	Which setting do you use the most on Moodle?
	
Email
	
Calendar
	
My Modules
	
My Modules
	
My Modules

	What device do you use to connect on Moodle?
	
Laptop


	
Laptop
	
Laptop
	
Laptop
	
Laptop



If we look up to this chart, we can see that all the students (100%) use Moodle 3-4 times a week and also all the students login to Moodle with their laptop. At the question about how do they feel on using Moodle, 60% of the students answered that they are satisfied and 40% of the students are not satisfied at all.  On Moodle we all we find different options and we all use Moodle differently. The 60% of the students that answered at this questionnaire use it for checking the modules and only 20% of them use it for other purposes.


Tab. 5
	Student ref. no.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	On a scale 1 to 10, how much user friendly is Moodle?
	
5
	
3
	
7
	
6
	
4

	On a scale 1 to 5, how much useful is Moodle for Online Learning?
	

4
	

2
	

4
	

3
	

4



From the chart above, we can see that the majority of the students find Moodle user friendly and they also find it useful for Online Learning.

Conclusion
After doing the questionnaire and processing the answers, we can say that most of the students are friendly user with the Moodle environment but there are also students that are not satisfied about the VLE through Moodle. The data also confirms that the VLE has a positive impact on learning for the students. Obviously there are students that find difficult to use the new technologies, but with improvement of the systems and with the help of someone, the results can change in better.
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How do you find Online Learning in terms of Moodle
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