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What Is an academic discipline /

field?

0 subdivision of knowledge that Is taught and researched at
the college or university level

0 defined by the university faculties and learned societies to
which they belong + academic journals in which they
publish research

0O structure of knowledge in which faculty members are
trained and socialized; carry out tasks of teaching,
research, and administration; and produce research and
educational output

0o disciplinary worlds are considered separate and distinct
cultures that exert varying influence on scholarly
behaviours as well as on the structure of higher education
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The Biglan model (1973)

0 Classification of academic disciplines along three
dimensions

pure/applied: application of disciplinary knowledge
(pure = less concerned about practical applications)

hard/soft: degree of paradigm consensus in the field
(hard fields = high degree of consensus, soft fields =
low degree of consensus > therefore more open to

multiple methodological approaches / interpretations

life/nonlife: distinctions between disciplines
concerned with living organisms or not







Interdisciplinarity of a discipline: Egyptology as
an area study in humanities and beyond and its
manifold approaches

CASE STUDY EGYPT



Egyptian Archaeology or

Egyptology?
Overlapping disciplines
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Is this



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQPdAtJgXCA
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Egyptian Archaeology - Egyptology

0 Arch as the study of 0 The study of ancient

material remains of past Egypt

cultures — here Egypt — 0 Older as area of

within their excavated interest

context (within/outside .

Egypt) O Systematic since

_ Napoleon expedition

O Arch evidence = 1798

fragmentary

0 But from the begin of
pharaonic history —
accompanied by writing



Hlsfory Ol Elie alsmpllne

(Egyptology)

O Interest into Egyptian history expressed by Greeks and
Romans

Herodotus (5 cent. BC Greek historian) wrote nine volume
History

Book Il on Egypt
Followed by Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, ...

o 5t cent AD: Egyptian language / writing ceases to exist,
except Coptic (Christian hermits and church)

O Arabic interest after conquest in 7t cent. AD

o 16%/17t cent. AD travellers from Europe

John Greaves, Claude Sicard, Richard Pococke, Frederick
Ludwig Norden, James Bruce
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History of the discipline

0 Influenced immediately art and culture

= Decorative arts - Wedgewood
= Mozart Magic Flute — 1816 set by Karl Friedrich Schinkel

O European collections “collected” in Egypt via their consuls
= Salt for BM, Louvre, Leiden

m For BM Giovanni Battista Belzoni

O See BBC. 2005. The Pharaoh and the Strongman + The Temple of Sands
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The Rosetta Stone

Bears one of most
Important inscriptions
In the world:

* Three different

scripts
s Egyptian
hieroglyphs
s* Demotic
s Greek
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The race to break the code

m Attempts to decipher

= Thomas Young — using mathematical
analysis of sign groups




Jean-Francois Champollion
- the “father” of the hieroglyphs

LETTRE

A M. DACIER,

_ ‘ | Lettre a Msr. Dacier, 1822



The race to break the code

m Attempts to decipher

= Thomas Young — using mathematical
analysis of sign groups

= Jean Francis Champollion

— Paris

— working on lithographs made by the
French before defeat in 1801

— Linguist, used principles of comparative
linguistics basing on his work on the
Coptic language

— more successful than Thomas Young's
mathematical analysis

— credited with translating the Egyptian
scripts in 1822
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History of the discipline (Egyptian
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00qgyt6
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Sub-disciplines of Egyptology

Archaeology

Anthropology

History

Art History

Philology / Linguistic
Religious Studies / Theology
Museum Studies

Heritage Studies

Education

O O O 0O 0 00 0 Od



Archaeology and Egyptology

Egyptology and Material

Excavation-in Abydos Culture — one of the
: 7 Mykerinos Diads(MFA




Anthropology and Egyptology

Gender, Sex and female Daily life
Kings




History and Egyptology

Historical Theory
Chronologies (king list — Imperialism,
Abydos Empire, ...

(fortress in
Semna)
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Art History and Egyptology

Art Architecture
(Tiye, Louvre) Sakkara - Steppyramid
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Museum Studies and Egyptology

Egypt Centre Swansea




Museum Studies and Egyptology

~ Cyfarthfa Castle Museums and Art Gallery




Heritage and Egyptology

Looting, Ownership,

Cultural Heritage: Redistribution

Relocation of Abu Simbel




Education and Egyptology




—!
The Biglan model (1973) and Egyptology

0 Classification of academic disciplines along three
dimensions

pure/applied: application of disciplinary knowledge (pure =
less concerned about practical applications)

pure/applied

hard/soft: degree of paradigm consensus in the field (hard
fields = high degree of consensus, soft fields = low degree of
consensus -> therefore more open to multiple methodological
approaches / interpretations

soft

life/nonlife: distinctions between disciplines concerned with
living organisms or not

life/nonlife




