Analysis of results 
Within this chapter we will be analysing the results of the survey that was designed to be completed by officers within South Wales Police. (The University of Pretoria, 2023) describes data analysis as the most critical element of any research. Data analysis condenses gathered information and entails the analysis of acquired data using logical and analytical reasoning to spot trends or patterns. The survey was disseminated via email by the secretary, to officers within my sector. The goal for the number of responses of the survey was 25, which was exceeded by higher than expected, with the number of responses being 34. Within the literature review it was shown through research that there is currently a lack of support services and awareness for male victims of domestic abuse. By using primary research, this survey has collected information and qualitive data on officer’s perception of this, to help fill in the blanks and learn about what societies perceptions are today. 
The length of service that the officer completing the survey was firstly asked, to gauge in the experience that each officer has with male victims of domestic abuse. 73.5% were in the category of 6 years plus. 17.6% of the respondents were in the 3-to-6-year category, 5.9% were in the 2 to 3 years category, and the lowest length of service bracket was less than one year, being 2.9%.


Respondents were also asked their gender to be able to gauge in the representation of the gender of the respondents, due to the survey category being aimed at male victims. The highest gender category was female, at 52.9%, the second being male at 44.1% and the lowest being prefer not to say at 2.9%. 

Respondents were asked, ‘Do you believe that there is enough awareness surrounding male victims of domestic violence?’. When analysing the responses, a staggering 67.6% stated ‘no’ there is not enough awareness. 17.6% answered ‘yes’, they believe there is enough awareness, and lastly 14.7% stated ‘maybe’. This result supports the literature review in that there is currently not enough awareness for male victims. 
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Following the question of awareness surrounding male victims of domestic abuse, the next question asked was, ‘Do you believe that there are enough support services available for male DV victims?’ The responses to this question were almost at a tie, the highest answer of 55.9% were ‘no’ and following shortly behind at 38.2% was ‘maybe’. 5.9% answered ‘yes’, and 0 respondents answered ‘prefer not to say’. 
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Officers were then asked in the next question, ‘Are you aware of the support services that are available to male victims of DV?’ A staggering 70.6% of responses stated ‘no’. A much lower answer of ‘yes’ with 20.6% follows behind, and the lowest answer of ‘maybe’ with 8.8%. This result clearly shows that more support services need to become available for male victims. 
Those that answered ‘yes’ in the previous question were asked to expand on their answer by being asked which support services they were aware of, which had 10 responses. However, 3 of which stating that they are not aware of any. 6 of the responses stated, ‘Live Fear Free’, however one of the respondents stated, “the card provided to officers to give to victims is pink and states it is for females”. Only 1 out of 10 responses was aware of ‘Mankind’. 
The next question within the survey asked if respondents agree or disagree that there is a social stigma surrounding men being victims of domestic violence. A high result of 73.5% answered ‘agree’ and 20.6% stated ‘strongly agree’. 5.9% answered ‘neither agree or disagree’, and finally there were 0 responses to ‘disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’. 
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Leading on from the last question, respondents were asked if they believe that due to the social stigma and effects on reputation, domestic violence is under reported by men. The highest response with 61.8% was ‘agree’ and 32.4% chose ‘strongly agree’.  Both ‘neither agree or disagree’ and ‘disagree’ had one response. ‘Strongly disagree’ had 0 responses. 


The next question asked was if officers agree or disagree that there has been a rise in domestic incidents whereby the victim is male. The highest response was ‘neither agree nor disagree’ at 58.8%, followed by ‘agree’ at 26.5%. 8.8% stated ‘disagree, and both ‘strongly agree’ and ‘strongly disagree’ with 2.9%. 
Officers were asked if they believe that there is a lack of empathy for male victims from police officers. 70.6% of responses were ‘no’, with 29.4% being ‘yes’. There were 0 responses to ‘prefer not to say’. Respondents were also asked to expand on their chosen answer. Those that responded ‘yes’ stated that male victims present very differently to female victims and that the standard stance to take is always that the male is the perpetrator. One officer stated, “men often are less willing to engage with officers as a victim, which is possibly due to the perceived stereotypes/stigma”. Other responses stated that officers are becoming aware of male victims but aren't quite yet where they need to be, and that the assumption held is that male victims should ‘man up’ or that it is looked upon as ‘he must have done something to cause her to snap’ or ‘he drove her to it’. Officers that responded ‘no’ stated that throughout their service they have not experienced this, and that each victim is treated fairly.

The last question asked within the survey was if officers believe that when attending domestic incidents with limited information, the assumption is made that the male is the perpetrator. 52.9% responded ‘agree’, followed by 26.5% choosing ‘neither agree nor disagree’. 11.8% responded ‘disagree’, 8.8% responded ‘strongly agree’ and there were 0 responses for ‘strongly disagree’. Respondents were then asked to expand on their chosen answer. The responses stated that “due to strength/size difference between males and females, officer’s initial interpretation is of power in-balance, and have witnessed male victims being arrested. Respondents also stated, “officers have an open mind and do not assume, listen to both parties and make a decision on unconscious bias”.
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