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Contextual Studies 
Manifesto
Art within the mind 
1. Art can improve your mental health 
2. Art can be used as a tool in professional careers  
3. Practicing art helps with anxiety 
4. Art is a way of uniting people together
5. Art I especially important for self-expression 
6. Art can help with trauma 
7. Art enhances understanding 
8.  Art has calming effects of releasing judgement 
2. The practice of art is extremely important within our daily lives; it is simply everywhere. It is used for entertainment, as a way of expression, a simple hobby for most. But I do believe that art can be used within more professional careers and t would act as an amazing tool. Art therapy. Art therapy is a form of psychotherapy that is used on many diverse types of people around the world, and it is becoming an increasingly effective way of therapy. Through the involvement of expression through drawing, painting, and viewing different art pieces these activities are used mainly for medical or a diagnostic purpose. In the book titled Art Therapy written by David G Edwards within this book Edwards explains key theoretical ideas of using art within therapy- such as symbolism, play, transference, and interpretation - and he talks about and shows how these relate into a real-life practice. 
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6. Art can heal you; it can help with past or current traumas that certain people are facing today. Through some research I have discovered and believe in art healing. I think art can be a psychological protection for some and the self-expression can, and odes help people restore their self-stability. I find that the impact on your mind when creating art through a visual medium can sometimes be so much more stimulating then writing or talking. To add to that have been reading a book by Frances Kapan called “Art Therapy and social action” and it discusses real clients that need to use art as a means of help as they may have a mental or physical disability. “Due to an auditory processing disorder, he sometimes has difficulties conceptualizing verbal descriptions, which can be extremely frustrating for him” That was a passage from Kapan’s book. Within this book the boy in question was having trauma of his dad who at the time was serving in the war and was mentally strained from world politics and issues. Through using this way of healing, he starting to regain his sense of belief and through the act of self-expression he slowly overcame his trauma. In the face of any trauma, to find a way to make one is understanding of reality tolerable is a complex and uncertain process for everyone this is different of course but I do believe that art is an amazing way to deal with it. 
7. Art can improve the worlds understanding of various issues from around the world. For some artist it is their biggest responsibility to connect with people and to make them understand the physical reality of the world along with the imaginary. Art can influence people and can change their perspective of the world around them especially with important matters happening in the world. An artist that does this amazingly in my opinion is Banksy, throughout his work he has always made links and connections to large problems that are happening in the world, and they make people stop and think for a moment and that is what art is supposed to be. Art can have a massive impact on people and cause them to stop and think about what is happening around the world and hopefully wonder how they can help. 
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Semiotics- 
Semiotics or the art of semiology is the study of signs and symbols in the world and their signification. It is the study of how meaning is created within the world, not what is in-front of you. “Because the product becomes a commodity, and the commodity becomes an exchange value, it obtains, at first only in the head, a double existence.” Williamson, Judith. Decoding Advertisements, Marion Boyars, 1978
“Their diversity inheres in both the sorts of visual materials they work with, and in the procedures to which those materials are subjected. Most recent studies deploying visual research methods have used photographs of one kind or another” Rose, Gillian London, England: Blackwell Publishing Ltd the Sociological review (Keele), 2014-02, Vol.62 (1), p.24-46
 
An example of this would be emojis or street signs. Most street signs visually are just a jumble of lines in assorted colours; however, they all have meanings and once you learn those meanings it is no longer just lines and colour. It means there is a dead-end up ahead or there is a speed camera coming up. Semiotics is taking something that visual has no further meaning then itself and adding that meaning in. 
 
I have chosen to have a look at the perfume Daisy by Marc Jacobs as I have myself have purchased this perfume and I wanted to investigate the advert and see why this fragrance was so appealing to me. 
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Denotation   
⦁	Large Perfume Bottles 
⦁	3 Models 
⦁	White Outfits 
⦁	Outside Setting 
⦁	Flower Bottle 
⦁	Daisy (text used)
⦁	The new fragrance (text used) 
 Connotations- 
⦁	Outside Setting- Both the sea and field are seen as landscapes of freedom insinuating this fragrance is great for the free spirited and carefree consumer. 
⦁	White Clothing- They are wearing white clothing, white suggests pure, fragile, innocence and lightness. Perhaps translating to the customer that the fragrance is light in scent and good for all ages 
⦁	Flower Bottle- The flower bottle has been chosen in the advert as the fragrance itself is within the floral range of perfumes, doing this clearly shows the consumer that the scent without a doubt will contain floral notes. 
⦁	Models - The models may have been placed in this certain way as to create a feeling of harmony and unity. Showing that anybody can use this fragrance and will love it. 
⦁	Large bottles- This may be a symbol of how long the brand believes the fragrance will last for, as you may only need a spritz. 
⦁	Daisy- The name of the fragrance and on every bottle within this range has a daisy model included making it easier for the customer to recognise them. 
⦁	The new fragrance- This is added to all their brand-new campaigns insinuating that each new fragrance brought out keeps getting better from the last. 
 
 
Bibliography 
“Because the product becomes a commodity, and the commodity becomes an exchange value, it obtains, at first only in the head, a double existence.”
Williamson, Judith. Decoding Advertisements, Marion Boyars, 1978. ProQuest eBooks Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/detail.action?docID=898205.
“Their diversity inheres in both the sorts of visual materials they work with, and in the procedures to which those materials are subjected. Most recent studies deploying visual research methods have used photographs of one kind or another”
On the relation between 'visual research methods' and contemporary visual culture
Rose, Gillian London, England: Blackwell Publishing Ltd the Sociological review (Keele), 2014-02, Vol.62 (1), p.24-46
 
 






Context Pyramid 
Keyword- Unique 
· being the only one of its kind; unlike anything else - Dictionary description 
· being the only one - https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/unique
· being the only existing one of its type or, more generally, unusual, or special in some way - UNIQUE | meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary
Resin - [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Context / History - The history of resin dates to Ancient Greece, the earliest evidence of the use of plant-based resins. However, the inventions of chemical resins and epoxy resin, specifically, have not been around for the longest time. Epoxy resin was discovered in the 1930s by chemist and it was labelled as being a one of the most unique substances they had created at the time. Epoxy now a days is known for is incredibly strong adhesive qualities. Since then, resin has grown in popularity for being a very multipurpose substance, mainly being used for jobs like flooring, tabletop coating and more recently craft work. 
Personally, I use resin to my benefit, as I run a small business making and selling resin pieces, such as coasters and trays. I thoroughly enjoy creating my resin work because it is a way of expressing myself and because I find joy in creating something beautiful from my own mind. For me also it is a way of income for me during my years at university. I find that using resin is a large learning curve as resin gives a unique and unpredictable results every time I use it. However, even though this material is incredibly fun to use and play around with there are many helth precautions I must take when in contact with it e.g. A respirator mask, gloves, an apron, and a consistent airflow through the space as resin can become toxic when it is curing.
The customer would need to ask me questions on my craft and have a background knowledge of what resin is and the limitations of what I can do with it as a creative. e.g. How many can they order, what colours are available, prices, what shaped objects can I create. The customer would need to know and understand that resin has a setting time for 24 hours and that it does have a heat limit that it can withstand. 
The context of resin is to create with it and that exactly what I do within my design work. I try and create unique and beautiful things for people's home. (My work is seen in the images above) 
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