



The English Legal System is based upon common law principles. Explain what this means.
This essay talks about the English Legal System and its common law principles. It also talks about common law and civil law, along with comparing the two.
The English Legal System is about laws, legislations, different court systems, lawyers, judges, and jurisdictions within the United Kingdom. There are three main jurisdictions within the United Kingdom: England and Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. Each jurisdiction has its own laws, court systems, lawyers, and judges. However, laws within one jurisdiction have come from legislation and may apply within the other jurisdictions equally or similarly under the Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments. The courts in the three jurisdictions can also decide cases differently from each other. Still, the final appeal for them all goes to the Supreme Court within the United Kingdom (ICLR, 2023). 
The English Legal System’s common law principles are legislation, common law, European Union law, statutes, delegated legislation, and the European Convention on Human Rights (Mont Rose College, 2023).
Common law is the law where judges make the rulings and these pass into law through the process of precedent affecting cases. It first originated with the legal reforms of King Henry ll in the twelfth century. It is called common law because it was equally applied within the United Kingdom (ICLR, 2023).
Common law also forms part of the systems of law. It is used within the three jurisdictions of the United Kingdom and in other places that were previously part of the British empire. This is based on precedents from the judge's decisions and not the statutory law. Common Law is created by the judges who study reports of previous cases that have been decided. This will allow the judges to apply them from the derived principles (The Guardian, 2023).
Civil law is a law that aims to deal with disputes between individuals and organisational conflicts. Sometimes civil law cases can involve compensation, agreements or judgement relating to finances. Private parties file civil law cases, and the government usually file criminal cases (Slater & Gordon Lawyers, 2023).
The English common law in England and Wales focuses more on legislation and precedent case laws. Providing the laws meet the legislation requirements, they are then established and passed by the members of the parliament. The members of the parliament are the Monarch, the House of Commons, and the House of Lords. The members of the public vote for the members of the parliament and prime ministers, and those who win the elections and become members of the parliament work within the House of Commons. This also includes the prime minister. Members of the judiciary control the court systems and case laws. However, this is not part of the parliament (Bodleian Libraries University of Oxford, 2023).
England and Wales have common law system, this is because the judges have had to make new laws based on precedent cases (Thompson Reuters Practical Law, 2023).

Civil law focuses on disputes between two individuals, parties and organisations to positively solve issues regarding rights and properties between individuals, parties, and organisations. Cases regarding civil law include compensation, agreement, or financial judgement. However, not always. After all civil issues are dealt with and completed, the private parties will file all of those cases away, nobody else. One individual, party or organisation is either liable or not within a civil law case. The individual, party, or organisation found responsible for the outcome of a civil law case is usually the one who receives compensation. However, both individuals, parties, and organisations can appeal within civil law cases (Slater & Gordon Lawyers, 2023). 
Several civil law cases can be dealt with. Some cases involve family disputes, personal injuries, breaches of contracts and employment laws. Family disputes include divorce, custody of children and child arrangements. Personal injuries include road traffic accidents, medical negligence, slips, trips and falls. Breach of contracts includes money not being paid or a contract not being fulfilled after an agreement has been made. Finally, employment laws include workplace discrimination and mistreatment (Slater & Gordon Lawyers, 2023).

In England and Wales, civil cases are generally dealt with in the County Court unless they are more substantial and complex cases. These are dealt with in the High Court. The public can attend these hearings within an open court dealing with civil law cases. Also, any appeals made will go to the High Court first, and then after this, they will go to the Court of Appeal. (Courts and Judiciary Tribunals, 2023). Within civil law cases, there is no jury within these courts. The judge will read through each case alone, familiarise themselves with the details and hear these cases alone. The judge will then find the facts, make a decision and apply the relevant law to each civil law case (Courts and Judiciary Tribunals, 2023).
During the early Middle Ages, the English common law was formed in the King’s Court at Westminster in London. Due to the English common law being an early legal system, it initially did not consist of substantive rights. However, it did consist of procedural remedies. Over time, the modern system was formed and produced; within this system, the rights were seen as primary, not procedure. The common law continued to develop by judges, more so than the legislators. During the year 1066, common law was developed more and created after the Norman Conquest era. A body of rules was also formed and created by the Anglo-Saxons, and they were being used in northern Europe countries. Although the Norman Conquest did not end the Anglo-Saxon law straight away, they did make changes (Glendon, et al,. 2023) and (Potter, 2015).

The Donoghue v Stevenson [1932] case study is called the Snail-Flavoured Ginger Beer. This is because a woman found a snail in her ginger beer. The woman had brought forward the case against the manufacturer for personal injury. This case study proves that common law continues to work in practice to this present day because, since this case in the year 1932, the modern law of negligence was formed and is still a law currently in the UK. This example shows from the case's outcome that the judges and the courts can create new laws about different matters within common law, alongside the judiciary and the members of the parliament's input (The Lawyer Portal, 2020).

The Gillick v West Norfolk & Wisbech Area Health Authority [1986] case study is called Sometimes The Child Knows Best. This case study is about a mother who has daughters under the age of sixteen, and one or all of them wanted to go on some form of contraception. However, due to the mother not knowing anything about this or providing her daughter/s and the doctor with consent to carry out any medical examinations and and go on any for of contraception, she took this case to court. As soon as the case went to court, the House of Lords disagreed with the mother. However, they did form an idea called “Gillick Competence.” This example also shows that common law continues to work in practice to this day because everyone who works within the medical profession is covered by the medical law, unless otherwise. Also, providing girls under the age of sixteen have the capacity and understanding of the medication side effects, they can continue with their medical examinations and treatment within their patient and doctor confidentiality agreement, unless deemed a danger to life. (The Lawyer Portal, 2020).

This essay has attempted to explain the English legal system, common law and civil laws. However, this information is too much to put into one essay (ICLR, 2023), (Mont Rose College, 2023), (The Guardian, 2023) and (Slater & Gordon Lawyers, 2023).
It then goes on to compare the differences between common law and civil law. Common law focuses on legislation and precedent case laws. Within common law, the members of the parliament are also involved, including the Monarch, the House of Commons and the House of Lords. (Bodleian Libraries University of Oxford, 2023), and Civil law focuses on disputes between two individuals, parties and organisations (Slater & Gordon Lawyers, 2023). These laws continue to be valid in today's society. 
This essay shows that England and Wales have got a common law system due toe precedent cases and the judges having to make new laws (Thomson Reuters Practical Law, 2023).
It also outlines when the common law was first formed since the Middle Ages and how it has developed over the years to this present day (Glendon et al,. 2023) and (Potter, 2015).
Case studies are also included, showing that common law continues to work in practice to this day. It also shows how common law has impacted modern society. Since the Donoghue v Stevenson case in [1932], the law of negligence was formed and is still the law currently in the UK, along with medical law and many more (The Lawyer Portal, 2020).
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