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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
Why are young people from the care system more vulnerable to exploitation and who are best placed to identify those at risk?


INTRODUCTION:

Response and neighbourhood policing bears witness to the effects of vulnerability on young people. This area of research and review has been chosen because of the links to criminality that vulnerability and exposure to adverse events and childhood trauma has. Dealing with criminality in underprivileged neighbourhoods, evokes emotion and consideration of how identification of exploitation can be improved, in order to reduce the risk of yung people becoming coerced and controlled by criminal gangs and individuals.

Self-experience of dealing young people exploited in this way and through discussion with peers and more senior officers highlight that the issue of exploitation is significant and there appears to be inconsistent progress to reducing the risk. 

There is a plethora of literature, through policy, guidance and research in respect of the effects that being in the care system have on young people and their vulnerability to exploitation and radicalisation (College of Policing, 2022, Local Government Association, 2021, Shaw & Greenhow, 2020). The UK government have strategies to protect vulnerable children and young people who are risk of exploitation, through strategies and initiatives that are both nationwide and local but these policies are dependent upon the identification of those at risk and the robust relationships that local policing teams have with individuals and groups in the neighbourhoods they support and protect.  

The significance of organised crime gangs and the utilisation of the concept of County Lines (National Crime Agency, 2019) have been high-profile subjects in recent years and have been offered media highlights, when discussing the risk of exploitation of young people, especially those that are considered vulnerable, including those that have care experience as children and teenagers.  

Community and  Response policing has a critical role in identifying and recognising those at risk and the relationships built with the public, and the trust that can evolve through these relationships are critical in this practice and the subsequent prevention of crime.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· To understand why young people who have had exposure and experience of the care system are more vulnerable to exploitation
· To identify why response and neighbourhood policing plays a key role in the identification of those at risk
· To explain how relationships with the public can develop trust and subsequently foster robust information sharing
· What policies are already in place that support officers in their role as relationship builders, in respect of identifying those at risk of exploitation


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Child criminal exploitation occurs where organised crime gangs manipulate young people to partake in criminal activity in a range of ways, which may be conventional or digital (Home Office, 2023)
Exploitation, especially sexual exploitation, is a significant crime amongst children and young people from a global perspective (United Nations, 2017), with those young people affected by it, subjected and exposed to sexual abuse, rape and physical assault, alongside psycho-social factors such as isolation and addiction (Laird, Klettke, Hall et al, 2020). 
Risk factors to exploitation include poor mental health in childhood and adolescence, risk-taking behaviours, criminality, childhood trauma, adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), poverty and experienced exposure to the care system, whether this be in care institutes or foster care experience (Chang, Lee, Park et al 2015).
As well as topical concepts such as County Lines, other criminal activity utilise those young people that are vulnerable, including criminal models for human trafficking and modern slavery (Home Office, 2024). 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
· Analysis of the available literature to determine the underpinning theory around the topic and to clarify and consider development of current literature and research.
· Questionnaires – to collate the views of those involved to determine if current methods identifying those at risk of exploitation are effective and whether new resources are required or whether current methods need evolving and adaptation, in line with the evolving nature of criminal gangs. 






	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
1. Questionnaire to gather the views of peer officers and how they feel the current policy and methods contribute to the effective identification of those at risk of exploitation 

These sample groups will offer a rounded view of the theory and practice of policing in identifying those at risk of exploitation


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
None

	TIME SCALE:
Literature review by mid-January 2025
Methodology chapter by end of February 2025
Submit for feedback
Results chapter by early April 2025
Findings chapter by mid-May 2025
Submit for feedback
Completion by mid-June 2025
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