Environment, Sustainability & Philosophy

Module Lecturer: Dr Rebekah Humphreys

Email: r.humphreys@uwtsd.ac.uk
Course overview
The module begins by introducing environmental philosophy through an examination of those positions and arguments that emerged in the 1970’s as a challenge to traditional human-centred approaches to the environment and its inhabitants. In particular, the beginning of the module will examine what have been called ‘the deep green’ and ‘shallow green’ positions in environmental philosophy, introduce and assess the different normative positions in environmental ethics (positions concerning which sorts of entities have moral standing), and also consider relevant issues from the perspective of principal approaches to ethics (consequentialist, deontological and virtue ethics approaches). Core terms, including ‘intrinsic value’, ‘moral standing’, ‘moral status’, ‘moral considerability’ and ‘moral significance’ will be introduced and explained. Topics that will form the middle content of the module may include development ethics, population ethics, and global warming. In examining these topics students will consider the concept of sustainable development, our obligations to future generations, and ethical approaches to climate change. Towards the end of the module, environmental problems linked to animal agriculture will be discussed, and allegiances and divergences between animal ethics and environmental ethics will be examined.  Finally, students will study issues to do with global citizenship and international co-operation. 
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Indicative content
The course is taught via block teaching. You will be given readings for each day of the week. You will be expected to read the relevant texts, and should be prepared to discuss the topic and reading material. Indeed, during class you will be encouraged to discuss the topic and the readings. You may be expected to give a presentation at least once during the course of the semester. Do not feel restricted to the readings given in this booklet only. There are plenty of resources available in the library, as well as online articles accessible through JSTOR.
Week-by-week guide

Indicative content – central topics
· Introduction: emergence of environmental ethics, deep and shallow movements, and intrinsic value. 

· The scope of morality: normative positions in environmental ethics
· Major global environmental concerns: development, future people, and global warming. 

· Conservationism and Preservationism
· Links between animal ethics and environmental ethics. 

All assignments are to be submitted via Moodle. If you have any problems submitting your essay then please just email your essay to r.humphreys@uwtsd.ac.uk
It is a requirement of this module that you also submit a hard copy to the lecturer. 

Please include a cover sheet with your assignment.
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