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Augustus of Prima Porta

date: probably 20 B.C.,
voted by the Senate

idealised image

Augustus of Prima Porta
date: probably 20 B.C.,
voted by the Senate
idealised image
Augustus as imperator,
as ‘commander-in-chief’ of the
army
armoured cuirass:

Mars

chariot of Sun

Hispania, Gaul, Germania, Parthia

Cupid->Venus: gens Iulia

today Vatican Museums
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Return to Rome,

O e .

As for Caesar's return to Italy and to Rome — the
procession which met him, the enthusiasm of his reception
by men of all classes, ages, and ranks, and the
magnificence of his triumphs and of the spectacles which
he gave — all this it would be impossible adequately to

describe even within the compass of a formal history,to _-

say nothing of a work so circumscribed as this. (...) There is =
nothing that man can desire from the gods, nothing that =
the gods can grant to a man, (...) which Augustus on his
return to the city did not bestow upon the Republic, the
Roman people, and the world. The civil wars were ended

after twenty years, foreign wars suppressed, peace \
restored, the frenzy of arms everywhere lulled to rest;

validity was restored to the laws, authority to the courts,

and dignity to the senate; the power of the magistrates was

reduced to its former limits (...).

”»

— Velleius Paterculus 2.89.1-3 (19 BC — AD 31)

Return to Rome,

prﬁﬁs @ S . e
_ \1{“—“ 8 B'C' f
» 13t August 29 Augustus returns to Rome ;
o 13t-15t August 29  triple triumph over Illyricum,

L D | I\ | POS )
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Return to Rome,

prtilis @ et & Ve
_antit 8B -

o 13 August 29 Augustus returns to Rome
o 13th-15% August 29  triple triumph over Illyricum,
Actium and Alexandria

- public holiday

28 B.C. census
- revising the membership of
the Senate

» 315t Dec. 28 B.C. End of Triumvirate !

° 13th Jan 27 B.C.  “Restoring the Republic”

¢ Augustus Res Gestae 34

+ Cass.Dio 53.5.4: “I have gained nothing for

Restoring the Republic / res

In my sixth and seventh consulships [28-27 BC],
after I had extinguished civil wars, and at a time
when with universal consent I was in complete

control of affairs, I transferred the ‘Republic’ from
my power to the dominion of the senate and people *
of Rome.

myself from all of this except that I have ensured
the survival of my country, but for you it has meant
that you are safe and have come to your senses.
Since fortune has smiled on you and, through my
agency, has restored to you unsullied peace and
undisturbed harmony, receive back freedom and
republican government, take back the armies and
the provinces and govern yourself as you used to.”
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Restoring the Republic / res publica restituta

* Res Gestae 34.2 @
For this service of mine I was named
Augustus by decree of the senate, and the

oor—Eosts of my house were pubhcly
wreathed with bay leaves and a civic crown
was fixed over my door

House of Augustus

Restoring the Republic / n

* Res Gestae 34.2
For this service of mine I was named
Augustus by decree of the senate, an
door—Eosts of my gz
wreathed with b
was fixed over m

Augustus wearing the civic crown /
corona civica — a garland of oak leaves -
granted by the Senate to someone
whom they considered had saved the
lives of fellow Roman citizens in battle.
(Rome, Capitoline Museum)
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* Res Gestae 34.2
For this service of mine I was
Augustus by decree of the sena

oor—Eosts of my house were p
wreathed with bay leaves and
was fixed over my door 1/ ©
was set in the Curia Julia, whid
by the inscription theleon was
the senate and people of Rome
my courage, clemency, justice ;
After this time I excelled all in
[auctoritas], although I posses
official power [potestas] than

were my colleagues in the seve

ma Ul straci eéug tus wearing the civic
corona civica — a garland of oak

granted by the Senate to sq
whom they considered had s4
lives of fellow Roman citizens it

Restoring the Repr” B fa

* Res Gestae 34.2 | 1A
For this service of m’ C y

”‘l ffj-
J

Augustus by fdecr%e (@I RATAA ") F ( I Hf | l;, )
oor-posts of my hc AR A ESA BHBISY '
Wreatﬁedvmthbay R e ib) _I!-”\“-‘}JJ b
was fixed over my f_j;_' D ED i['( £ [I‘Jf\i .

was set in the Curi:
by the inscription ti
the senate and peop
Ag courage, clemenc
er this time I excel
[auctoritas], although™
official power [potestas 1
were my colleagues in the /2
magistracies.

RT/TIS CLEMERTIAR
st /mm 1SRRG
DEGC /TR M A CYES

27 B.C. — Senate & p%;) le award Augustus the clupeus
virtuti / the “shield of virtues”




414
y

| res piad¥a resti

2

pietas / piety 1C
restoring 80+

uta
&

-

temples in Rome /£
building hew' 3
temples i
(e.g. Mars Ultor)
member of all
important
priesthoods

12/BE: pontifex %/ il
maxitus nscrit 24/ 1,
the senate an{i=///{l/f |
my courage, ¢\*7

er this timd
[auctoritas], dre
official power
were my colle
magistracies.

Restoring the Republic / res publica ré ta

stitu
B

Res Gestae 34.2 @ [C b :
For this service of mine I was named A
Augustus by decree of the senate, and the @)Y
door-posts of my house were publicly il N ;Ef‘v
wreathed with bay leaves and a civic crown ATV L s
was fixed over my door and a golden shield ~ Z[%/[/F A"
was set in the Curia Julia, which, as attested =, _; 5 ==
by the inscription thereon, was given me by /4 EITT A
the senate and people of Rome on account of [{2 G4 |
glf}t/ courage, clemeanl, justice and piety. 3 P

er this time I excelled all in influence / AC\_{ E
[auctoritas], although I possessed no more o
official power [potestas] than others who
were my colleagues in the several
magistracies.
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1 19. VIIL. - IX. -43
Restoring the Republic / res puf_——~-
© 111 1. .- 31. XII. -31

v 1. 1. - 31. XII. -30

\ 1. I. - 31. XII. -29
VI des. -29
VI 1. . - 31. XII. -28

VII 1. 1. - 31. XII. - 27
VIII des. -27
VIII 1. I. - 31. XII. -26

X 1. 1. - 31. XII. -25

X des. -25
X 1. 1. - 31. XII. -24

X1 1. L - 31. XII. -23
XII des. -6

XII 1.1.-31. XII. -5
XIII des. -3

XIIT 1.1.- 31 XIL -2
I 19. VIIL - IX. -43
Restoring the Republic / res puf——===

1.1.-31. XIL -5

-3
1. 1. - 31. XII. -2
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"'he“Repmbhc / res publica restituta

» 16th Jan. 27 B.C.:
~ Senate asks Octavian to have
proconsular imperium to
“pacify” the provinces,
notably Spain, Gaul and
\ Germany
"%} Y & originally only for 10 years
L

PN s/ Augustus
® \/V;E._ﬁm., ICILI L.
. \ 47 — re-organising the army

- standing, professional army
legions — 20 years of service
auxiliary units — 25 years

)
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23 B.C. — tribunician power

» 23 BC - Augustus seriously ill @
o Marcus Agrippa gets signet ring and the title imperium pro consule
for 5 years (21 — Agrippa married Iulia, Aug.’s daughter

Julia’s first marriage with
Marcellus in 25 BC
who died in September 23 BC

Agrippa & Julia: 5 children,
esp. Gaius & Lucius

23 B.C. — tribunician power

e 23 BC - Augustus seriously ill @

o Marcus Agrippa gets signet ring and the title imperium pro consule
for 5 years (21 — Agrippa married Iulia, Aug.’s daughter

* revolt against Augustus
o he gives up the consulship!
* - “constitutional re-organisation”

 tribunicia potestas
the power of a tribune of the plebs (for life)

o renewed annually

* his imperium extended to all provinces
and in 19 B.C., he acquired consular imperium for Rome and Italy
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Epviesemius Rufus: 16 B.C.. %

Secular Games, 17BC

« tribunicia potestas Auﬁ;;%‘:lseii;“(iig‘ég‘sge;he
the power of a tribune of the plebs ( :

before the Games
o renewed annually

¢ his imperium extended to all provinces
and in 19 B.C., he acquired consular imperium for Rome and Italy

The man of the people...(?)

O

Cassius Dio 54, 1. 2.-4.

famine

did not have Augustus for consul

dictator

: elr dictator and to
becoming commissioner of the grain supply
Pompey had once done

03/05/2016
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The man of the people...(?)

O

Cassius Dio 54, 1. 2.-4.

accepted the latter duty under compulsion

dictatorship

© ‘ > ;i ' /| —
« his “achievements/behaviour” | 74
* senators
* equites/knights
* plebs

Marcellus theatre

03/05/2016
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Marecellus theatr

Consolig

e his “achievements/ba
e senators
e equites/Kknights
 plebs

O see Res Gestae

~ money/grain

o public parks

O entertainment

o ..

e his “achievements/b¢
e senators

e equites/knights
» plebs

o see Res Gestae not have Augustus for consul

famine
did
« money/grain dictator
o public parks

O entertainment

O eftc. L

becogiiyng c%mmiss(lii% at%l%%ﬁ% grain

sup ompey once done

03/05/2016
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Consolidating his power

O

e his “achievements/behaviour”

e senators accepted the latter duty under
compulsion

e equites/Kknights
» plebs
O see Res Gestae
~ money/grain
o public parks
O entertainment
O etc.

dictatorship

. G . . : i v/ | ‘ i
e his “achievements/behaviour”
e senators
o ancestral values / mos maiorum
© restoring res publica
© power of senate
© morality laws
e equites/knights
e plebs

15



Consolidating his power

O

Y
7

,{
I}
|

Augustan Legislation (Selection)
18 BC LEX IULIA DE ADULTERIIS
(law on adultery and marriage regulations)

18 BC LEX IULIA DE AMBITU
(to regulate and penalise electoral corruption)

18 BC LEX IULIA DE MAGISTRATIBUS (also on senatorial census)

18 BC(?) LEX IULIA ANNONAE: against unfair practices re food

18 BC(?) LEX IULIA DE MARITANDIS ORDINIBUS - Julian Law
on Marriage (= AD 9: LEX PAPIA POPPAEA)

12 BC LEX IULIA DE MAGISTRATIBUS ET EQUITIBUS
AD 2 LEX FUFIA CANINIA: regulated holding and freeing of slaves

after AD 5 LEX TULIA THEATRALIS:
first 14 rows of seats in the theatres only freeborn persons whose
father had a patrimony of at least 400,000 HS

Consolidating his power

Augustan Legislation (Selection) |
18 BC LEX IULIA DE ADULTERIIS
(law on adultery and marriage regulations)

18 BC LEX IULIA DE AMBITU
(to regulate and penalise electoral corruption)

18 BC LEX IULIA DE MAGISTRATIBUS (also on senatorial census)

18 BC(?) LEX IULIA ANNONAE: against unfair practices re food

18 BC(?) LEX IULIA DE MARITANDIS ORDINIBUS - Julian Law
on Marriage (= AD 9: LEX PAPIA POPPAEA)

12 BC LEX IULIA DE MAGISTRATIBUS ET EQUITIBUS
AD 2 LEX FUFIA CANINIA: regulated holding and freeing of slaves

after AD 5 LEX IULIA THEATRALIS:
first 14 rows of seats in the theatres only freeborn persons whose
father had a patrimony of at least 400,000 HS

03/05/2016
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AUGUSEUS !f

WORKSHOP = ==
ANCIENT SOURGES

Atigustus Wtkshop:

OCTAVIAN’S RIS*ﬁAPOWER
(2¥° TRIUMVIRATE // BATTLE O E.ACTLUM),
OCTAVIAN / AUGUSTUS
“RESTORING PHE REPUBLICY

SO FAR... - !-%

THE KIND, BENEVOLENT RULER,
HONOURED BY SENATE & PEOPLE

BUT STILL IN CONTROL OF AFFAIRS
(IMPERIUM & TRIBUNICIAN POWER)

5
>
B
&

03/05/2016
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from 30 / 27 B.C. ... .
all major decisions in the Roman empire S8
were made by one man, Augustus '

Soﬁrce criticism
A. The AUTHOR

18
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Source criticism

B. The SOURCE / WORK
What kind of source
a ‘document’? e.g. coin, contract, letter, graffito,... - i.e. contemporary?
an inscription? funerary, building, votive inscription
poetry, history, epos, novel, etc. — contemporary or for posterity?
Content of the text? — and context of the entire work?
Can you provide a short summary of the source?
What is the author actually saying...?
Structure of the work

e.g. the structure of important works, e.g. Cicero: to understand the author's
arguments, his rhetorical techniques,...

In which circumstances was this source produced?
Aims and objectives?
How objective/subjective? Any facts?

Key words in the text? - use of particular vocabulary?

How subjective is the text? (any text is subjective to some degree...)
Impact on the reader?

Relationship of authors with the events or persons he/she is describing?

Publius Cornelius

Tacitus ; B  ADCHBy- 120, g}/
AD 56 — 117 § - .from Chaeronea
: (nr. Delphi)
Greek historian
biographer

senator & historians
pro senatorial rule

against Augustus and § : R of
the entire Julio- o - perors oy P ekt
Claudian dynasty NS A i :

Stlesgrands ce poroient aucerut & dans leuts mains,

arallel liVCS, Verau viuroitau icu de Venus & Bellone

c.AD 155-235
from Nicaea in Bithynia
Roman consul AD 205

Roman history in 80
books --- in Greek

19
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I e S -
. ' _ﬁnlsa ion of the Roman state,
"Roman society & the empire

Y i

an ideplogical state...

Oxford Dictionary:

Ideology :

(a) a system of ideas and ideals,

especially one which forms the

basis of economic or political b N
theory and policy. -
(b) The set of beliefs characteristic of a E‘-_-'-‘ :

social group.or individual.

03/05/2016

21



03/05/2016

3 "“heo;ga;usatlon of the Roman State,
Roman society & the empire

-

e ©an'ideplogical state...
Propaganda

Information, especially of a biased or
misleading nature, used to promote a
political cause or point of view...
(Oxford Dictionary)

ideas or statements that are often false

e or exaggerated and that are spread in =G -
order to help a cause, a political leader, ™ ‘-
- government, etc.
. (Merriam-Webster)

T e TR —Iu-u-.t-]-

g eorgaﬁlsatlon of the Roman state,
Roman society & the empire

- For you to decide... !

- T % pax.— peace
The “ideology” of the Augustan . i lementia — clemency
regime...? % Victorious general...
» Prosperity

% Restoration of Republic
% Return to Republican values

% Morality; Marriage laws, etc.
pietas - piety
Divinity / deification
princeps / primum inter pares
Urban embellishment
Religious revival
Golden Age & Secular Games
panem et circensem
World domination
and many more...

» What is his ideology ?

» What is his propaganda ?
» And what is Augustus’
personal (public)
self-display...?

o,
o

o,
°

®,
°n

3

¢

o,
*°

o,
°

*,
£X4

o,
°n

>

o,
¢
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a4, T RN e U :
Rl *'ff“iféorgamsatlon of the Roman state,
Roman society & the empire

“ For you to decide... !

5

%

pax — peace

clementia — clemency

Victorious general...

Prosperity

Restoration of Republic

Return to Republican values
% Morality; Marriage laws, etc.

pietas - piety

Divinity / deification

princeps / primum inter pares

Urban embellishment

Religious revival

Golden Age & Secular Games

panem et circensem

World domination

and many more...

Who is the intended
‘audience’ of the ‘ideology’ ?

5

%

5

%

B3
KD
£ X4

the senators

the knights

the army

the ‘common people’

the people in the provinces...

5
KD
£ X4

%

5
o,
°*

%

53

%

5
KD
£ X4

%

5

%

5

%

5

%

53

%

5

%

o,
°ne

5

%

53

%

Ideology

of the Augustan regime

Porta Prima Statue

- expression of
ideologies

- or Augustus’
self-representation ?

23
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Ideology

Gemma Augustea
beginning 1%t c. A.D.
19 by 23 cm

Ideology

24



Ideology

Centre: Augustus
divine honours

Prosperity to the land
Ruling the known world

Victory

Pax

Fchariot/bigae

capﬂeor—n—————[—_—[ '''''
+i
jusfwars

Oikumene

inhabited world
XN

\?

03/05/2016
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Haus
des Augustus Tempel
des Apollo

Palast
des Domitian

Cella

.
A\
Scalae Caci —

oy

Vowed by Octavian in return for the
victory over Sextus Pompeius (36 BC) and
over Mark Antony (31 BC)

Built on a site where lightning bolt had
struck the interior of Augustus' property
on the Palatine.

Dedicated: 9t October 28 B.C.

Centre of the ludi saeculares in 17 BC

27
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' 3 ~ 50 Virgil Eclogue ll.5-8

= — Nouw the last age by Cumae's Sibyl sung
Augus -

A

Has come and gone, and the majestic roll
—= Of circling centuries begins anew:

~ Astraea returns,

| Returns old Saturn's reign,

. With a new breed of men sent down from
heaven

*
- ‘
' -
- = P P o
- = -
=

Ovid Metamorphoses

The Golden Age was first; when Man, yet
new,

No rule but uncorrupted Reason knew:
And, with a native bent, did good pursue.
Unforc'd by punishment, un-aw'd by fear.
His words were simple, and his sou?

__ sincere;

Needless was written law, where none
opprest:

e law of Man was written in his breast

§< =3 ?ugbtstﬁl ROM.
A Xea\

BN

-
-
"

- .

- L

{5 #g stugaReligious P’ietxlv
e\ Qra"’dﬁ“ 3%! !‘.’I;,-,\
< - %

n i
‘although undeserving, you,\l&ansf

youraficestors until you have
repaired the templesanddalling

- shrines of the gods and statues filthy
from the black smoke'.

03/05/2016
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Ilg

Pantheon (<
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Augustus Bulldlng Programme

SWhe-Sun_Dial
— Obelisk =
-)c;onquest of Eﬁc 30 BC
" Jra-pacis
. —altar of the Augustan peace

e

03/05/2016
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95:

Programme
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%ugustaa 30t Jan 9 B.C.
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AR 27mm, 12.05 gm - Ephesus, 28-20 B.C. .[
IMP CAESAR DIVI F COS VI LIBERTATIS P(opuli) R(omani) VINDEX
| laureate head of Augustus right “'Protector of the Freedom of the Roman People”
PAX, Pax standing left holding caduceus, snake emerging from Cista Mystica (=local
coin: cistophori ) to right, all within laurel wreath. RIC 476. RPC 2203

34
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Colonies et fondations urbaines
romaines en Gréce

Colonie fondés par Cézar
Colonie fondés par . Hortensin: Hortaloz
Colonie fondés par Octavien-Aumste

Cité grecque fondée par Octavisn-Aususte

31 battle of Actium
monument, beaks of the
captured galleys/ships
quinquennial Actian games in
honor of Apollo Actius

e L o

35



Victory Ideology

Igumenitsa

= =
PSR B ISR oS

Nikopolis %\ Victory monument
Ruins of the Roman town > for the battle
of Actium

P ot
500m "

A
Basilica%;\ T
of Domyeﬁos

)

Imperatori Caesari Divi Filio
Augusto Pont Max Imp XIlIII Trib
Pot XVII Senatus Populusque
Romanus quod eius ductu
auspiciisque gentes Alpinae
omnes quae a mari supero ad
inferum pertinebant sub
imperium p r sunt redactae
Gentes Alpinae devictae
Trumpilini Camuni Vennonetes
Venostes Isarci Breuni
Genaunes Focunates
Vindelicorum ...

e

o NAEE AR A v § . &

La Turbie (near'Niée)
Fropaeum Augusti

03/05/2016
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gust

Trepacum Au
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the emperor, the imperial household
/_% ordo Senatprius (consulares, "ordinary” Senators)

&

ordo equester (high prefects and procurators, those
who possessed the militia equestris, other Equestrians
both within and above the ordines decurionum)

38
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Forum Augusti — 2 B.C.

L0
)

”On my own grot B ,
the temple of Mars Ultor and’th’é« =
Augustan Forum from the spoils of ¥

RS x g,
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August},— 2 B.C.

» T

Mi\!\\\\ N ;;.;*

_|I amnn

Constructed with white Luna marble from
the quarries at Carrara, which Augustus
was the first to exploit

L B

"On my own ground I built '

« summi virt: cf. Horace, Odes 1.33-
"' 44; Vergil. Aen. 6.756ff
- also cf. LIVY, ab urbe condita

40
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Forum Augus’ggf B.C.

1l

Suetonius, Di
“(Augustus) honoured the memory of the
I leaders who had raised the estate of the
| Roman people from obscurity to greatness.
Accordingly he restored the works of such
men with their original inscriptions, and in
the two colonnades of his forum dedicated
|l statues of all of them in triumphal garb,
> declaring besides in a proclamation: 'Thave |
m contrived this to lead the citizens to require |
% me, while I live, and the rulers of later
times as well, to attain the standard set by
those worthies of old" (XXXI.5).

Temple of
MARS ULTOR

VYV oU LY

41
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2 B.C.

Purpose: .
“»legal proceedings (law
court) _ ‘ C i
» meeting place of Senate £ \% <> ‘ Mares givueuny
when discussing war ) : e

virilis by young men (i.e
achieving military age) :
+ before battle: ceremony

for generals
R ._|' battle: deposi

[PRTTRTR TR,

Forum August

¢ 3 closed space
° square
o basilica
> temple

42
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ARLES // Arelate

<

5 9/ =
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S —mw N,
.}/57 7 A )
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Forum 4

ALBA // Alba-la-Romaine

& TN
Warrior o ic portico

ith water basins

x zround well

BA -

GLANUM // (Saint-Rémy-de. 4

RIE
b S
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Forum Romanum

81

46
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- -> KULT DES KAISERS UND
FAMILIE, sog. “Kaiserkult”
AL A

o 10

(X\) \j/’:'ﬂ%’ i

—

A
House of Augustus
—

Tomple Palace of Domitig
of Apollo

Cella

Pronaos

Scalae Caci —»

. \
E I IE |
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|
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Augustan Fo

O

+ AVGVSTA BAGIENNORVM
(today: Bene)
+ AVGVSTA PRAETORIA
25 BC (today: Aosta)
+ AVGVSTA EMERITA
25 BC (today: Mérida)
+ AVGVSTA RAVRICA
originally 44 BC (today: Basel-Augst)
« AVGVSTA TAURINORVM
IVLIA ~ (today: Turin)
+ AVGUVSTA TREVERORVM
(today: Trier)
« AVGVSTA VINDELICVM
(today: Augsburg)

Augustan Foundations

D

BIBRACTE
Mont Beuvray

03/05/2016

48



Augustan Foungtations

3

AVGVSTODVNVM

Augustus’ Cultural Revolut

e

K

approx. the Augustan period
onwards.

« The end of the pre-Roman,
pre-Augustan cultures!

% notably “Celtic” La Tene art

% Language: Latin seemingly
replaced indigenous
languages (Celtic, Etruscan,
ete.)

% Roman lifestyle, Roman
material culture, Roman diet,
Roman clothes,...

< But why?

« Elite — identification with
Augustus and Roman
lifestyle?

% Participation in Civil War

armies...?

03/05/2016
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