[bookmark: _GoBack]What do you understand of the philosophical outlook of Cosmopolitanism? To what extent would you regard the UN as an example of cosmopolitan democracy?
The aim of this essay will be to define and understand the philosophical outlook on Cosmopolitanism, using ancient Greek philosopher Diogenes of Sinope from the 4th century BCE to modern day philosophers. Using this understanding of the philosophical outlook of cosmopolitanism, this essay aims to critically assess the United Nations as an example of cosmopolitan democracy. In order to do so, this essay will take a deeper look into a few examples of modern humanitarianism since the era of the United Nations, such as the Korean war and the role of the United States and United Kingdom and the Rwanda genocide. An aid in understanding on a more intimate level the role that the United Nations, and countries such as the United Kingdom and United States had on these humanitarian crisis's is Kofi Annan’s “Interventions A Life in War and Peace.” (Annan and Nader Mousavizadeh, 2013) Kofi Annan’s role as the Secretary- General of the United Nations from the years 1997 until 2006 (press.un.org, 1996), is pivotal in developing a comprehensive understanding of the responsibility of the interventions and peace keeping within the United Nations. Utilising this, this essay aims to conclude with a justification for regarding the United Nations a cosmopolitan democracy or not.
The earliest record in the western world of the definition of cosmopolitanism, comes from Diogenes of Sinope the 4th century BCE (Kleingeld and Brown, 2013). It is said that Diogenes had refused to agree that he owed any special service to his city Sinope, but as a citizen of the world (Kleingeld and Brown, 2013). This definition from Diogenes implies that the cosmopolitan would then serve the world state, meaning this self-proclaimed title would help bring order and contribute to the common good (Kleingeld and Brown, 2013). Although, there is no historical record of Diogenes contributing globally to the common good or making any commitments that may come with the title, he famously did not conform to societal norms and lived a barren lifestyle. He advocated for a simple self-sufficient way of life that emphasized the importance that is integrity and virtue. (Kleingeld and Brown, 2013). It is certain that this newly introduced title brought a change into the perception of what it meant to be a citizen, whether Diogenes himself had any positive connection with the title. 
It is important to note that Diogenes may be recognised as the founder of cosmopolitanism, but the contemporary world has developed Diogenes' definition further. Kwame Anthony Appiah, 21st century British-American philosopher, argued that Diogenes’ definition of cosmopolitan does not apply in the contemporary world (Thought Leader Kwame Anthony Appiah on Cosmopolitanism, 2012). Appiah elaborates by stating Diogenes did not have access to the knowledge that the contemporary world today provides, and that Diogenes was in no position to understand the extent of diversity the world provides (Thought Leader Kwame Anthony Appiah on Cosmopolitanism, 2012). Nevertheless, Appiah states that the continued discussion surrounding cosmopolitanism and what that means has proved to be useful in the essence that there is an agreement globally that people have responsibility to everybody. Appiah declares “the boundary of your state is not the boundary of your moral concern.” (Thought Leader Kwame Anthony Appiah on Cosmopolitanism, 2012). Appiah’s take on cosmopolitanism differs from Diogenes’ as it is much more inclusive and does not justify stripping away cultural differences to serve as a world-state. Instead, Appiah’s interpretation of the cosmopolitan title has a better understanding of the diversity of the world and the importance of cultural differences, whilst still advocating for the global responsibilities that come with such title (Kwame Anthony Appiah, 2007).
 The United Nations was not the first global intergovernmental organisation, following a “long era of revolutionary turmoil” (James Stuart Olson and Shadle, 1991) the Congress of Vienna was founded in 1815. Its objective was a plan of peace making and keeping, and their participants were representatives across Europe (James Stuart Olson and Shadle, 1991). Although, by no means can this be considered cosmopolitan in a progressive world, it is one of the first attempts at world order. The fall of the Concert of Europe, caused by the failings of prevention of World War I (Langhorne, 1981), birthed the League of Nations in 1920. This was the first global intergovernmental organisation with a desire for peace keeping and peace making at its core (Scott, 1974). Whist the league of nations was upheld for 26 years, on the 19th of April 1946, the League of Nations dissolved (Scott, 1974). This brings us to the latest attempt at world order, the United Nations. The United Nations is merely a design that has been developed and upgraded over time to perpetuate the importance of world peace.  “The League is dead. Long live the United Nations. - Robert Cecil” (Makamson, 2021). 
The United Nations, formed on the 24th of October 1945, serves as an intergovernmental organisation devoted entirely to the maintaining of global peace and security (United Nations, 1945). According to the United Nations Charter it is to “develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace” (United Nations, 1945). Whilst there is a variety of praise and scrutiny raised regarding the United Nations commitment to its purposes and principles and whether they have been upheld, it is undoubtedly the writings of Kofi Annan that holds a great importance regarding this. Serving as the seventh secretary-general of the United Nations from 1997-2006, Kofi Annan was Ghanian born (Annan and Nader Mousavizadeh, 2013). In an interview with HARDTalk, Annan explains a crucial detail regarding his role as secretary-general. Although there is no debate regarding the importance of his role, Annan claimed that he did not have very much power in the decision-making process. He goes on to say that there are two united nations (Geneva, 2018), explaining that the first United Nations is controlled by the five permanent members of the security council, and in this first version is where all the decision making is based. The second version is where he and his team were based, and they could only work and take orders within the decisions of the first or upper United Nations (Geneva, 2018). Although Annan argued that this was a flaw of the United Nations, Annan clearly states in the interview that if the United Nations was never formed, it would inevitably be (Geneva, 2018).
Two very short years after the formation of the United Nations, The Cold War began (John Lewis Gaddis, 2000). The capitalist-superpower that is the United States was head-to-head with the communist-superpower that was the USSR (John Lewis Gaddis, 2000). The two superpowers mentioned caused great political tension formed by the differences in their politics. The US governed through right-wing capitalist ideology and the USSR funded left-wing parties (John Lewis Gaddis, 2000).  Collective security would have failed again, after the failure of the League of Nations, during the Cold War since much of the globe was split into two blocs (J. P. D. Dunbabin, 1994). The Security Council had found itself in a deadlock position and was unable to act effectively because of the strict structure of the United Nations, which was designed to protect the status quo of the international global order (J. P. D. Dunbabin, 1994). Whilst each of the two superpowers were focused on the preservation of order and stability within their territory, this did not avoid the influence and subsequently proxy wars across the globe (J. P. D. Dunbabin, 1994). Whilst the United Nations was served as a forum for the US and USSR to communicate and negotiate, no action otherwise took place. The UN swiftly turned into a Cold War frontline between communist and non-communist nations. The Security Council was unable to take action without both of the United States and Soviet Union's unanimous approval since both countries held a veto (United Nations, 2015). 
The first proxy-war to begin during the unfortunate formation of the Cold War was the civil war in Korea which lasted from 1950 until 1953 (Willet, 2016). The Korean War which was a conflict between the Republic of Korea (South Korea) and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (Willet, 2016). Armed forces sent by the UN in accordance with Security Council Resolution 82 intervened. In the UN's history, it was the first project of its sort (William Whitney Stueck, 2004). As the US had ties to the Republic of Korea (William Whitney Stueck, 2004) it is possible that the title that the US holds within the United Nations as security council (United Nations, 2015) influenced the intervention that the United Nations had on the Korean War. It is true the United Nations has successfully prevented and deemed useful in many wars throughout its time in service (United Nations Peacekeeping, n.d.), there is no denying the implications of having a two United Nations system as previously mentioned by Kofi Annan (Geneva, 2018). 
The Rwanda Genocide is an imperative albeit disastrous example of the implications of having a hierarchy within the United Nations (Geneva, 2018). The Rwandan Civil War, lasted from 1990 until 1994 (White, 2015). When Rwanda and Uganda asked for the placement of military observers along their shared border to stop RPF from using the area for military purposes, the United Nations' involvement in Rwanda officially began in 1993. To ensure that no military aid entered Rwanda, the Security Council created the United Nations Observer Mission Uganda-Rwanda (UNOMUR) in June 1993 on the Ugandan side of the border (United Nations, 2019). On October 5, 1993, the United Nations Security Council passed Resolution 872, establishing the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR) (United Nations, 2019). The Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi were killed in an aircraft crash in Kigali, Rwanda's capital, in April 1994 while returning from peace negotiations in Tanzania. The Prime Minister, cabinet members, and UNAMIR peacekeepers were among the first victims in the ensuing wave of political and ethnic atrocities (United Nations, 2019).  Without success, UNAMIR attempted to broker a cease-fire, and as a result, its personnel came under increasing threat. The Security Council lowered UNAMIR's size from 2,548 to 270 in its resolution 912 (1994) on April 21, 1994, after certain nations unilaterally withdrew their contingents (United Nations, 2019). Romeo Dallaire served as the force commander of UNAMIR between 1993 and 1994 (United Nations, 2019) Dallaire submitted his Genocide Fax to the UN headquarters on January 11, 1994 (peacekeeping.un.org, 1996).  At the time of the Rwandan War, Kofi Annan was head of United Nations peacekeeping operations (Geneva, 2018). In an interview in 2018, this issue was raised to Annan regarding his duty as head of peacekeeping and the decision to withdraw members of the UNAMIR. Annan declared that the genocide fax submitted by Dallaire was possibly a trap which led to his delayed and minimal response. Annan also claimed that the member states were not ready to send in the troops as the death toll was increasing (Geneva, 2018). This limited response from the United Nations had tragic consequences for the people of Rwanda. The United Nations at the time could not comply to their own charter. 
With the understanding of the United Nations charter previously mentioned, it is almost impossible to regard the United Nations as a cosmopolitan democracy whilst the security council hold as largely a position as they do currently. Kofi Annan claims he felt shattered by the outcome of the outcomes of the United Nations consequences such as the Rwandan genocide (Geneva, 2018). For this reason and as previously mentioned, the security council holding as high of a ranking within the United Nations, it is without a doubt impossible to regard the United Nations a cosmopolitan democracy. It may be that the foundation of the United Nations was built on cosmopolitan ideology, but there is too much heartache and too little involvement from the United Nations in the Rwandan genocide for it to be considered so.  
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