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SESSION AIMS:

Begin to think about your research question using your 
'noticing' sheet

Plan the literature review;

Engage with literature related to the research focus;

Develop critical reading skills.



Activity: 

Developing a 

focus for 

your 

research

REFLECTING ON THE NOTICING SHEET



IS WHAT YOU HAVE NOTICED 
LINKED TO A NATIONAL PRIORITY?

Achievement gap

Literacy

Numeracy

Digital Competence

Assessment

Challenge

EAL

ALN



ONCE YOU HAVE IDENTIFIED AN AREA 
THAT YOU CAN IMPROVE, ASK YOURSELF:

Do I have control over any aspect of the issue?

Is the issue something that is manageable and 
practical?

Will this issue allow me to test, challenge, and 
engage in deep reflection on my personal values 
and beliefs?



THE LITERATURE REVIEW



What is the purpose of a 

literature review?

Find out what 

information exists 

in a specific field

Find authors in a 

specific field

Identify seminal 

works
Identify main 

methodologies 

and research 

techniques

Identify main 

ideas, conclusions 

and theories

Establish 

similarities and 

differences

Show relationships 

between previous 

studies or theories



WRITING A LITERATURE REVIEW

Literature reviews could comprise the following elements:

•An overview of the subject, issue or theory under consideration;

•Division of works under review into categories (e.g. those in support 
of a particular position, those against, and those offering 
alternative theses entirely);

•Explanation of how each work is similar to, and how it varies from, 
the others;

•Conclusions as to which pieces are best considered in their 
argument, are most convincing of their opinions, and make the 
greatest contribution to the understanding and development of the 
area of research.



CHRONOLOGICAL

The simplest approach is to track the development of the subject over time. However, 
if you choose this strategy, be careful to avoid listing and summarizing sources in 
order only.

Try to analyse key patterns, turning points and controversies that have shaped the 
direction of the field. Give your interpretation of how and why certain developments 
occurred.



THEMATIC

If you have found some recurring central 
themes, you can organise your literature 
review into subsections that address 
different aspects of the topic.

For example, if you are reviewing 
literature about inequalities in education, 
you may look at deprivation, poverty 
indicators, attainment outcomes.



WRITING A LITERATURE REVIEW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR3eWMnJ69o

3 minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR3eWMnJ69o


THINGS TO AVOID



POOR ORGANISATION AND 
STRUCTURE

You could organise your literature reviews under 
sub-headings to begin with. Doing this will help you 
maintain focus on the details while keeping focus on 
the big picture and the overall chain of logic 
inherent in your review. This will help you avoid 
illogical structure and poor organisation.

Prior to submission, you could remove your 
subheadings if you prefer.



RELYING ON DIRECT 
QUOTATIONS

Do not insert too many direct quotations. 

Although it is ok to insert a few short direct 
quotations in your work, you should not rely on them 
too much. Doing so will prevent you from using your 
critical thinking skills and applying them to 
appropriately analyse, synthesise, and evaluate the 
studies you include.



IRRELEVANCE

Going off at a tangent

Mention only studies that are fully relevant to your 
chosen topic



USING EMOTIONAL PHRASES

Avoid using emotional phrases in your literature 
review section. 

Remember, you are writing a literature review for the 
purpose of presenting the existing currents of thought 
on your research topic. 

This means you are only relaying what already exists 
in the research world of your topic. 

Thus, there should be no subjectivity and, hence, no 
words of emotion.



GIVING PERSONAL OPINIONS

For the same reasons you do not use emotional 
phrases in a literature review, you also should not 
insert your own personal opinions. 

The literature review is supposed to be an unbiased 
display of already-existing thought and research 
around your topic. 

It is supposed to be objective, never subjective.



ASSIGNMENT:



ENGAGING WITH 
LITERATURE



CRITICAL THINKING 
WHEN READING

CRITICAL READING (YOUTUBE.COM)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWFZ6jMif6k


HOW TO READ A JOURNAL ARTICLE Three pass approach



PASS ONE: SKIM/SCAN 
(5-10 MINS)

Carefully read title, 
abstract and introduction

Read section and sub-
section headings (ignore 
everything else)

Read conclusion

Check references
This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

http://blog.okfn.org/2012/06/01/the-right-to-read-is-the-right-to-mine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


PASS TWO: DIG DEEPER (APPROX. 
1 HOUR)

Read with greater care

Mark relevant references 
for future reading

You should be able to 
summarise the main ideas

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/adambindslev/4727853016
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


DECISIONS:

Set the paper aside

Return to it later

Persevere

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

http://wccftech.com/scientists-perform-important-tasks-morning-avoid-decision-fatigue
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


THIRD PASS: ANALYSIS

Identify and challenge 
every assumption

You should be able to 
identify strengths and 
weaknesses of the 
article/study.



ANALYSING A JOURNAL ARTICLE



YOU NOW HAVE TIME TO FIND LITERATURE

Some tips:

• Google scholar is useful especially if you use key words;

• UWTSD online library is extensive – ask for help and use the info' skills resources;

• If you find a useful article, follow up some of the references;

• Keep a note of what you have read – full reference and page numbers.



REFERENCING IS 
NOT DIFFICULT! –

FOLLOW THE 
HARVARD GUIDE



ASSIGNMENT



ETHICS FORM

You can include 

some references here.



WHAT ARE YOUR QUESTIONS?


	Slide 1: ECAD7004 
	Slide 2: Session aims:
	Slide 3: Reflecting on the Noticing Sheet
	Slide 4: Is what you have noticed linked to a national priority?
	Slide 5: Once you have identified an area that you can improve, ask yourself:
	Slide 6: The Literature Review
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Writing a Literature Review
	Slide 9: chronological
	Slide 10: Thematic
	Slide 11: Writing a Literature Review
	Slide 12: Things to avoid
	Slide 13: Poor organisation and structure
	Slide 14: Relying on direct quotations
	Slide 15: Irrelevance
	Slide 16: Using emotional phrases
	Slide 17: Giving personal opinions
	Slide 18: Assignment:
	Slide 19: Engaging with literature
	Slide 20: Critical thinking when reading Critical Reading (youtube.com)
	Slide 21: How to read a journal article
	Slide 22: Pass One: Skim/Scan  (5-10 mins)
	Slide 23: Pass Two: Dig deeper (approx. 1 hour)
	Slide 24: Decisions:
	Slide 25: Third Pass: Analysis
	Slide 26: Analysing a Journal Article
	Slide 27: You now have time to find literature
	Slide 28: Referencing is not difficult! – follow the harvard Guide 
	Slide 29: Assignment
	Slide 30: Ethics form
	Slide 31: What are your questions?

