
	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	I have addressed and discussed the question to the best of my ability through the writing of this essay. I also feel as though I have correctly referenced this piece of work, using the appropriate referencing style which I believe to be one of the best aspects to my work.

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	To improve my work, I would have liked to have included more references from a range of different sources such as articles and journals. I would also like to expand on each of my points and make broader statements about the individual ideas presented throughout.

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]While completing this piece of work, I have found learning to Harvard reference the most fulfilling skill of the whole writing process.
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Discuss the components that of a good essay. 

There are multiple important factors that contribute to the writing of what is considered to be a good essay. These different components can be listed under the structure of the piece of writing, the language used throughout, as well as the planning and preparation, previous to writing of the essay itself. It is viewed on that there is a definitive layout and framework to the writing of an essay. There are three key points of structure, the first being the introduction, followed by information, research and context in paragraph form, and then concluded at a final point at the end of the essay. 

Planning
In preparation for starting an academic piece of writing, it is important to begin brainstorming ideas and planning the structure of the essay beforehand. Warburton also refers to planning or brainstorming ideas as a way of “overcoming psychological obstacles” (2006, p.15). The initial thought of having to have to write an essay tends to make a person more aware of other tasks that must be completed prior to starting the work, however “once you’ve started the process, writing usually gets much easier” and a person’s “urge to do all those other things diminishing” (Warburton, 2006, p.16). Significant hurdles in the mind are overcome once a start has been made. The planning aspect can begin with setting “small and achievable goals” (Warburton, 2006, p.16). which, when completed, make a person feel as if they have achieved something and stay motivated to continue writing their essay and strive towards the next goal. 

There are multiple ways to approach planning, however “jotting down ideas, seeing connections, capturing those thoughts that would otherwise drift just beyond memory” (Warburton, 2006, p.35) is seen as one of the most common and effective ways to begin.
By writing down ideas that come to mind at a first thought, potentially being able to develop into a strong point or argument further on in the writing stage and can become an essential part of the essay overall. The University of Otago (no date) states that “while brainstorming is gathering ideas, planning is organising them in a coherent, logical and cohesive structure”, suggesting that the arrangement of each individual idea is essentially what the planning stage of an essay includes, ensuring all points are linked and relevant to the subject. 

Introductions
An introduction to an essay is essential as this is the opening paragraph and the first thing to be read and also must appeal to the topic being covered throughout the rest of the essay. Redman and Maples suggest that it is important to “identify the subject of the essay” and “highlight the major debates that lie ‘behind’ the question” (1998, p.64) as the acknowledgment and understanding of the question itself is a basic element in introducing the following piece of writing. This section of writing, the introduction, should ensure that the marker and/or reader of the document is aware of what the essay is about, and will continue to read with an open mind of the chosen topic. 

Similarly, to the previous piece of text by another author, Greetham states that “in two or three sentences you need to outline the main issues raised by the question” (2001, p.182) when he reviewed and wrote his opinion of how to correctly write an essay introduction. In this way, an introduction can be short yet effective to the paper by mentioning briefly what is to be discussed further in the essay, without giving too much information in this small opening paragraph. 

Redman and Maples discuss “longer or ‘full’ introductions” (1998, p.64) as well as “basic short introductions” (1998, p.68). It is suggested that there are two different types of introductions to be used under different circumstances of writing. A ‘full’ introduction is considered, to Redman and Maples, to “signpost the content of each section of the essay” (1998, p.67) where the topic of the essay is highlighted and pieces of context should be discussed. Whereas a ‘short’ introduction needs to be “concise and highly focused” (1998, p.68), only including the essay’s subject and any major key points that will be debated throughout the essay.  

Paragraphs 
The most common and important way to structure an essay correctly is through paragraphing. This ensures the discussion is developed and supported in a contained structure with meaning and purpose. Paragraphs organise the writing into sections, keeping one point to a single paragraph can be seen as a basic rule to follow when paragraphing a piece of extended writing. As Greetham states, “relevance throughout” (2001, p.187) is key to achieving a high standard essay, this being so each point made through a paragraph is related and significant to the question. Agreeing with this point, Warburton suggests that; 
“each paragraph should do two things: 
1. Make a relevant point; 
2. Back it up with some kind of evidence, quotation, argument or example.” (2006, p42).
The ideas displayed in each paragraph should contribute to the point you are trying to make overall. Each paragraph should have a specific point, with a different view and/or opinion to the previous paragraph or the paragraph to follow. 

It is important to vary the lengths of each paragraph to keep the essay interesting and to avoid any predictable rhythms of writing. This may come naturally as different points will allow different amounts of text to be written around than others. “Some of the major issues in the essay will take a number of paragraphs to develop” (Greetham, 2001, p.188) such as if there is a debate and difference in opinion, which may take more than one paragraph and be spread over two or three, alternating opinions and viewpoints with each new paragraph.

Referencing
To avoid plagiarism of other authors’ work throughout the essay, it is important to create a reference list at the end of your piece of writing. Redman and Maples describe a reference as “an acknowledgement of other people’s work” (1998, p.96) mirroring the reason of using clear referencing, with a reference list, and avoid being accused of plagiarism of various other texts. The University of New South Wales (UNSW) advises that “the best way to make sure you reference accurately is to keep a record of all the sources you used when reading and researching” for your piece of work. This way it is ensured that the correct textbook or website has been referenced and can be precise when giving credit to the author of whom originally wrote the text. 

Greetham explains that “the only way to avoid plagiarism is to give a reference for every idea not only quoted or paraphrased, but borrowed in any possible way.” (2001, p.234) Referencing also “allows the person who is reading your assignment to follow up any work you mention that sounds particularly interesting” (Redman and Maples, 1998, p.97) and they wish to read themselves to gain more information on the subject of your essay. 

It is important to show you recognise other ideas from different sources such as books, websites and reports, etc. There are specific ways to correctly reference these pieces of work from the range of different places. It is said that the structure of these references should be written out “in full” and “organized alphabetically by authors surnames.” (Redman and Maples, 1998, p.100). Redman and Maples believe that “an essay that is properly referenced looks like a professional piece of writing, worthy of academic respect” (1998, p97) indicating the significance referencing can have on an essay, making its value seem more of a high standard.


It is clear to see that there are specific guidelines to follow while attempting to write a ‘good’ essay. Various authors of published books or educational websites have given their opinion of what can be included to make a high standard piece of writing, all with a similar view of what is essential. Planning beforehand has proved beneficial to the whole writing process, and beginning with a strong introduction gives a good first impression to the reader. Paragraphs are a way to express opinions and arguments, as well as set focus to the question and the task being discussed. To avoid the previously mentioned fault of plagiarism, referencing is seen as one of the most important aspects of an academic piece of writing and gives credit to any information or ideas used from other scholars. These are crucial points that should be followed as they are considered key components in writing a ‘good’ essay.
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