Name: Osian Cleaver 
P Number: 1804345			
Subject: BA Music Technology
Module Number: ADAD4010
Lecturer: Ryan Moule
[bookmark: _GoBack]Word Count: 1429


Reaction
An exhibition on the topic of emotional response and the use of gender representation in album covers. 
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Over the years, humans have become hardwired to react in specific ways when seeing, feeling, tasting, smelling or hearing. It’s well known that advertisers use these hardwired reactions with the intention of “persuading human brains” (Pradeep, A.K, 2010). This technique of creating a reaction can often be found in art, more specifically on the cover of famous music albums. Each year, a huge number of albums get released, with each one containing an image on the cover. The intention of these covers is to capture your eye and persuade you to purchase the album. There are a whole range of album covers released all the time, some visually pleasing, some making statements and often some controversial. In this exhibition I have curated 5 popular album covers in order to highlight the techniques musicians and artists use in order to gain popularity and sell more products. I will also be touching upon the way that gender is represented in art and album covers and how the topics of masculinity and femininity are used. I have chosen to hold the exhibition in the two rooms of Swansea’s Mission Gallery. 
Upon entering the gallery, the first piece seen is the album cover for the popular 1950’s musician and comedian Jackie Gleason’s Lonesome Echo (1955), designed by the prominent Catalan surrealist Salvador Dali. The album cover is a colourful and pleasing image of a dessert. The piece is in the style of surrealism, a movement “deeply immersed in the bizarre” (Hopkins, D. 2004) and includes what at first glance appears as a strange combination of objects. Once investigated further, we find a whole load of meaning behind the piece. Printed on the back of the cover, Dali states; “The feminine element, distant and isolated, forms a perfect triangle with the musical instrument and its other echo, the shell” (1955). The triangle Dali refers to is a downward triangle, which is often used in art in order to represent the sexuality of a woman. We gather that the piece is a comment on female isolation. It’s also possible that the contrast in size between the figure of the woman and the shadow of a male suggests Dali is commenting on men’s domination over women. With these themes being very relevant at the time of the release, this album cover grabbed the attention of many people and resulted in the album reaching the top spot in the U.S Billboard 200 charts. Therefore, we see these topics on female isolation and the technique of surrealism was used to create reaction and in turn resulted contributed to the album being very successful. 
To the right of Lonesome Echo is the album cover for the Debbie Harry album Kookoo (1981). The album cover was created by H. R. Giger, an academy award winning artist known for his use of biomechanical and futuristic designs. The image sees a close up of Debbie Harry with spikes through her face and a warrior style headband on her forehead. The cover was controversial at the time due to the graphicness of the cover, with the image “not being allowed on the walls of the London underground.” (Stein, C, 1991). Additionally, the image gives strong themes of female empowerment; In the image, Harry is made to look like a warrior and could be compared to popular female figures found in comic books and films, with many similarities between the image and DC Comic’s Wonder Woman. This therefore proves that a reaction was created by the album cover, with Giger using shock and controversy to grab the attention of the public, and as a result the album was a commercial success.
Across the room, the third piece is a cover for the Radiohead album A Moon Shaped Pool (2016). The artwork was interestingly created through the influence of the album’s music. Radiohead’s long-time resident artist Stanley Donwood created the strange yet grabbing image whilst the band recorded the 2016 album. Donwood created the image in a barn whilst listening to what was happening in the recording studio on the barn’s speakers. According to journalist Adam Thorpe, who documented the album making process, Donwood used acrylic paint to react to what he heard and then later modified the painting using a computer (Thorpe, A, 2016). We can also argue that gender is represented in the image as the moon is another symbol used to represent the Yin side of the Chinese Yin Yang sign. In Chinese philosophy, the Yin represents “the female principle of the universe” (Oxford Dictionary, 2019). This image is particularly interesting as rather than being created in order to cause a reaction, it was interestingly created using reaction to the music and is a display of Donwood’s thought process whilst he listened. As a result of this unusual technique, the cover was approved by many and contributed to the success of the album. 
The fourth piece is the artwork for the Lady Gaga album, Artpop (2013). The striking cover was created by the well-known American artist Jeff Koons. The artwork is an eye-catching colourful piece and contains a whole range of different objects and images, for example the gazing ball, an object often used by Koons in his art. In an interview with MTV News, Koons states that he included the gazing ball as it’s the “symbol for everything” (Koons, 2013). Another feature is the large sculpture of a naked Lady Gaga which was created by Koons himself and then used in the artwork for Artpop. Also, we see that the piece has a variety of features in the background which are used to present themes of gender identity and sexual desire; Although it’s difficult to see, there are glimpses of the Gian Lorenzo Bernini sculpture Apollo and Daphne (Bernini, 1625). The sculpture is of the Greek/roman mythology story Apollo and Daphne, a story of chastity versus lust, in which Apollo, the god of music desires for Daphne. In the same MTV news article, Koons states “Apollo is the god of music and whenever Apollo would perform…his being would become more feminine.” (Koons, 2013) The image also includes pieces of The Birth of Venus (Botticelli, n.d.) which, according to Koons in the MTV interview, presents Gaga as Venus and displays the “continuation of life’s energy” (Koons, 2013). Therefore, we see that Koons managed to use powerful and eye catching images to create a reaction from the viewer and enhance the albums popularity and success.
Placed in a separate room, the final piece is the cover for the Velvet Underground album entitled The Velvet Underground and Nico (1967) and was illustrated by Andy Warhol, a world famous artist who was a large part of the Pop Art movement. The cover is the only image in the exhibition that focuses on male gender representation, with the image of a banana that can be peeled back to reveal a phallic, flesh coloured banana underneath, and is another example of how gender is represented in popular culture and art. The cover has become an iconic image which is seen everywhere and is instantly recognisable. At the time of release however, the album’s sexual and risqué subjects were frowned upon and as a result the album and its cover were instantly controversial. The album was “banned by New York radio stations for its content” and “received no airplay” (Clash Music, 2009). Regardless of this, the album has become one of the most iconic and influential records of all time, with Warhol’s cover playing a big role. We have discovered that the technique of using controversial and frowned upon topics in album covers does contribute towards the popularity and success of album covers, but also demonstrates the problems that this technique can cause. 
To summarise, we have found that many techniques are used by artists in order to create a reaction from the viewer. We’ve seen that these techniques often comment on social issues and have proven that eye-catching, controversial and shocking images are successful in increasing the popularity of music albums. We also interestingly discovered that reaction can also be used in order to create the art itself. Ultimately, we’ve found that album covers are an important part of releasing music and is a great way for musicians and artists to work together and grow in terms of popularity and commercial success. We also touched upon how gender is represented in these artworks and determined that masculinity and femininity are important topics that are commented on regularly by artists. 
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