The Philosophy and Practice of Social Research
Module No: ECGE7004Q
Assessment 2. Online Discussion 1.
Anita Harris-Jones
1502394

Chosen Research: Expectations of parents when their child who has an additional learning need, be this physical, medical or learning, when transitioning into either a playgroup or school from the home environment within a south wales area.
The purpose of my chosen study is to explore the parent’s expectations when their child with an additional learning need transitions into an educational setting.  Alongside this is the anticipated expectation of the educational setting when the child commences. Working in a paediatric allied health profession within the NHS, it is compulsory to hold an enhanced DBS certificate to work with children and adhere to Safeguarding Children: Working Together Under the Children Act 2004 (BASW, 2006).  
[bookmark: _Hlk26111951]For the purpose of this research ethical guidelines must be adhered to according to cahpr (Council for Allied Health Professions Research, 2019).  The age range of the children within my case load is from birth up to and including the age of 19 years, for the purpose of this research I will be looking at children within the pre-school age moving on into school age, this being 3 years of age within the south wales area. The research will be following the guidelines set out by the National Children’s Bureau, for children and young people (Brady et al, 2011).  Although decision making will be controlled by the parents, as their child will be of an age where they do not fully understand the transition process.  The parent will endeavour to ensure that whenever possible the child’s views will be considered when making choices (Brady et al, 2011).  For the purpose of this research I will adhere to the University of Wales, Trinity Saint David, Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice (2017).
The aim will be of a qualitative interview study design selected for the purpose of this research, to explore parental experiences as and when their child progresses on into an educational setting.  The qualitative research paradigm locates the observer in the world.  Denzil and Lincoln (2012 pp6-7) states that qualitative research ‘consists of a set of interpretative, material practices that make the world visible, they turn the world into a series of representations, qualitative researchers study in their natural settings to make sense of, or to interpret, phenomena in terms of the meanings people bring to them’. 
In order to develop a better understanding when supporting families as and when their child transitions from the home environment into an education setting, it is important to gain an insight into the emotional impact this will have on both the child and their families.  There will be a multidisciplinary approach when collecting data within the research, adhering to the University of Wales, Trinity Saint David, Research Data Management Policy (2016).  When looking into and educational research BERA emphasises on the importance of respecting any persons, including the researcher undertaking the research (Bera, 2018).  
There will be an information sheet provided for each participant to explain the summary of the study, what will be required of the participant and any benefits or disadvantages to taking part, allowing the individual to make an informed decision about taking part.  A consent form will be devised containing the study title, the name and contact details of the researcher, where and how this information will be used, with the opportunity to withdraw at any time. The researcher will also be following the UNCRC guidelines when discussing the study with those who have legal responsibility for the child when gaining consent (Unicef UK, 1989).  Once copies are signed and dated by both researcher and participant allowing the research to go ahead then provision will be made to consult with the participants (Council for Allied Health Professions Research, 2019).  
Due to the nature of the research question within this study I have decided to interview participants on an individual basis to obtain a more in depth understanding of their expectations and anticipations for the child as they move on into an educational setting. I will be looking at a small number of participants using a semi-structured interview based on a loose structure of open-ended questions, anticipated time will be up to 30 minutes per participant. These will take place either within the participants home, where appropriate an educational setting or within a structured environment within the researchers working premises.  The purpose of a qualitative research is that is allows the participants experiences to be understood and captures the views of the participants not the researcher (Creswell, 2015).  It is imperative that all participants have the understanding that any information provided will be confidential and anonymous as set out in the guidelines within the BSA (2002).
In conclusion the purpose of my chosen research is to have a better understanding of the parent’s perspectives on their experiences when it is time for their child to progress on into an educational setting.  The qualitative research approach was felt to be more appropriate for this following the methodology of a case study (Creswell, 2015).  Qualitative methods through participant interviews, capturing the voices of the participants are believed to provide a much clearer understanding of social phenomena compared to a purely quantitative method using questionnaires on large numbers of participants thus being impersonal to the voice of the participants (Creswell, 2015).  Although the basis will be constructive, the reality is that the research will be created by the individuals participating, sensitivity, confidentiality and anonymity will be adhered to throughout the process (Punch, 2014).
[bookmark: _Hlk26109346]Punch (2014) believes that in todays society research is something that we all as individuals take for granted not what we focus on explicitly.  Albeit the research will be in the form of answering questions, it is more so trying to understand and develop knowledge about the current situation many families are facing within the south wales area (Punch, 2014).  The researcher will emphasise to all participants that although data will be collected and analysed together following the GDPR (2019) process, there will be a general understanding that this will not be solving the problems that currently exist.
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The purpose of reflective practice is to allow practitioners to have a better understanding as to where specific areas within their working profession need to be improved (Bolton, 2014).  By reflecting on my previous online discussion, this allows me to have a better understanding with my chosen subject, specifically when considering carrying out research within the participants home.
Following reflection on my current research title: Expectations of parents when their child who has an additional learning need, be this physical, medical or learning, when transitioning into either a playgroup or school from the home environment within a south wales area.  The researcher has since considered the length of the title and will now amend this to: Parental expectations of a child with additional learning needs integration into mainstream education.
The purpose of the research is to explore how the parents perceive their child moving on into the educational setting.  On reflection the researcher has considered to concentrate on the specific age range of the child being 3 years, as this is where they have the most experience within their working role.  The decision was to follow a qualitative method research in order to explore the complexities of issues that arise when a child with an additional learning need, transitions on into education.  When following the guidelines of BERA and educational research, it is imperative to respect all participants within the research process (Bera, 2018).  
The researcher has reflected the risks to both participant and researcher throughout the study.  Following a devised open-ended questionnaire in which semi structured interviews are to take place within a variety of settings, specifically within the researchers working environment and within the participants home.  Risks will be at a minimum as the researcher will be known to all participants, and all risk assessments carried out prior to any interaction within their working remit (Wales.nhs.uk, 2012).  Working practice guidelines for the researcher working alone, are covered within the Lone Worker Policy (Wales.nhs.uk, 2018).  The researcher will adhere to ethical guidelines according to the UWTSD Research and Ethical Guidelines (Uwtsd.ac.uk, 2017), considerations will be prioritised as per section 7.1 Risk Assessment in preference to lone working, mitigating any unforeseen risks (Uwtsd.ac.uk, 2017).
All ethical considerations within this research are continuous and ongoing throughout the process, participants will be fully informed throughout the duration.  Guidelines will be adhered to as per working ethical guidelines, cahpr (Council for Allied Health Professions Research, 2019).  Following gained consent from all participants it is imperative that all participants have the understanding that any information provided will be confidential and anonymous as set out in the guidelines within the BSA (2002). 
Consideration had been given to alternative methods of data collection, such as online questionnaires.  However due to the nature of the research question in the study, it has been decided to conduct individual participant interviews to be able to obtain a deeper insight into the research subject.  Semi-structured interviews with the use of predetermined questions, to allow the researcher free to seek clarification, is seen as the more common form of data collection within a qualitative study (Creswell, 2003).   
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